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FOREWORD 


I have great pleasure in releasing to the public the first volume of the Proceedings of the Twenty-sixth “ 
International Congress of Orientalists. It was our hope that this volume would be available by the end of 
1965 but those who have experience of publishing a book with contributions from scholars from many 
different countries know that with the best effort of both contributors and editors, all articles are not received 
in time. In fact, sometimes one article alone may and does hold up the entire publication. 


The editors have faced these difficulties valiantly and I understand that most of the material for the 
second volume also is already in hand. The third and the fourth volumes deal with Indology, Islamic 
Studies and other Asian subjects where in addition to difficulties of the contents, there are additional problems 
posed by the need to print different texts in rare and in some cases extinct alphabets. Nevertheless, our 
effort will be to publish the remaining three volumes before the end of 1967. The press has offered every 
cooperation in overcoming difficulties posed by strange and unfamiliar scripts and I am confident that it 
will spare no effort to get the work completed within the specified date. 


The XXVI session of the Congress had certain features which distinguish it from earlier sessions. It 
was mainly the initiative of Sir William Jones and the then Royal Asiatic Society of Bengal which started a 
sustained and scientific interest in Oriental lore. Indology was perhaps the core of these studies in their 
initial stages and as such the session of the congress in India was like a long awaited homecoming. Another 


feature of this Congress was the number of nationalities represented among the delegates and the Chairmen 
of the different Sections. c 

We have tried to make the record as complete as possible and names of all institutions and delegates 
communicated to us officially have been included. We regret that in spite of our best efforts, names of some 
institutions and delegates may yet have been left out. : 


It was not easy to decide which papers should be included in the Proceedings. Even with the utmost 
pruning, the publication will run to about a thousand pages. That the work could at all be done is due 
to the unstinted cooperation of the Chairmen of the different Sections who indicated which papers were to 
be included in full and which only in abstract. Theirs was a difficult task and I would like to thank them 
on behalf of the Congress as well as the Organising Committee, I would also like to record my gratefulness 
to the editors for the manner in which they have carried out the necessary but tedious task of editing papers, 
comparing texts and reading proofs. Finally, I must thank the printers for the way in which they have 
cooperated in bringing out this volume and hope that they will show the same interest and care in publishing 
the succeeding volumes as early as possible. 


The activities of the XXVI International Congress of Orientalists will come to an end only when the full 
proceedings are published. Since this is only the first of four volumes, I cannot say that our work is over 
but the Organising Committee of the XXVII Congress has already been constituted and the centre of interest 
will now shift to its activities. I present this volume to the Ortentalists of the world to mark the beginning. 
of the end of the XXVI Congress. 


New Delhi Е 
15% September, 1966 
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THE INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF ORIENTALISTS 
AND INDIA: A BRIEF SURVEY' 


A. A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE CONGRESS 


The idea of forming an International Congress of Orientalists was conceived by a French savant, Prof, 
Léon de Rosny. The Congress was born in Paris in 1873. Its origin may be traced ultimately to the Asiatic 
Society in Calcutta, which was founded by Sir William Jones in 1784 for an “enquiry into the history and 
antiquities, arts, sciences, and literatures of Asia". Among the rare spirits in Europe during the second half 
of the eighteenth century, who, nurtured as they were in the humanism of ancient Greece and Rome, felt 
irresistibly drawn towards the culture and religion in the languages and literatures of the East, was Sir William 
Jones. And it is very largely to his credit that an instinctive urge was brought within the purview of a reasoned 
endeavour,—a vague and imperfectly understood and a wistful desire to know more about the Eastern peoples 
and to speculate about them was transformed by him into a conscious spirit of enquiry and systematised re- 
search. "Though he was not a pioneer in this field, no one seems to have understood more penetratingly the 
implications of this new line of enquiry into the history and civilisation of the peoples of Asia in which 
the mind of Europe began to busy itself for the first time. Sir William Jones opened up for Europe a new 
chapter in the Science of Man—that of Orientalism; and the participation of Eastern scholars with those of 
Europe has formed a brilliant and a significant episode in the history of intellectual co-operation, and has 
given a new orientation to itself, now transforming it to a thing of national and not merely academical interest 
for the peoples of the Afro-Asian countries Thus in the extension of the horizon of Europe from the purely 
material to the intellectual, in matters concerning the East, Jones took a leading part. After that, a select 
group felt attracted by the deeper spiritual experience of India and China, and of Sufiistic Islam—subjects 
which appear to be slowly but inevitably drawing thinking people all over the world, the translators and the 
specialists having done the preliminary spadework in giving rise to an ever-growing interest. 

The Asiatic Society was thus responsible for creating an interest in the culture and wisdom of the East. 
It may be described as the mother of all orientalistic institutions which were started during the first half of 
the nineteenth century. The founders of the Russian Asiatic Academy (inaugurated in 1810 at St. Peters- 
burg) declared that “in the last years of the eighteenth century there has been a transformation in the attitude 
of human civilisation... The accidental reasons for this revaluation are the successes of the British in India, 
the mastery on the part of the German scholars of the sacred language of the Brahmans,...... and also the 
foundation of the Asiatic Society at Calcutta.” 

Among other oriental institutions which followed in its train, mention may be made of the Société "Asiatique 
of Paris (1822), the Royal Asiatic Society of London (1829), and the Deutsche Morgenlandische Gesellschaft of Berlin. 

Since then great progress has been made in oriental studies following the footsteps of Sir William Jones, 
and great discoveries were made in India, Egypt, Mesopotamia and Persia. Necessity was then being keenly 
felt for a congregation of students of congenial pursuits, for registering progress of oriental studies carried on 
in different parts of the world, and for hearing reports about the néwly explored regions, and the new lines of 
research with which the scholars were occupying themselves, with the problems awaiting solution and subjects 
requiring investigation. This Congress was the product of this thinking. We are indebted to the French 
Egyptologist Prof. Rosny, as mentioned above, for the conception of “this small, but novel and grand” Congress. 

The main purpose of the Congress was admirably summed up by Prof. F. Max Müller at the Second 
Congressin 1874. In explaining the reason for the existence of the Congress and for the objeets which were 
"in view in holding from time to time these Clongresses", he said: “Мапу a time I have been asked, what 
is the good of an International Congress of Orientalists? It seems to me that the real and permanent use of 
these scientific gatherings is twofold: (a) They enable us to take stock, to compare notes, to see where we 
are and to find out where we ought to be going; (b) They give us an opportunity, from time to time, to tell the 


——————— d Ы 5 Ce 
* By Professor Suniti Kumar Chatterji and Shri Sibadas Chaudhuri Ge 
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— world, where we are, ere we have been doing for the world, and what, in return, we expect the world to 
do for us”. In amplification of the first point he continued: “Knowledge, for its own sake, is the most dangerous 
Keen that a student can worship. We despise the miser who amasses moncy for the sake of moncy, but still 
more contemptible is the intellectual miser, who hoards up knowledge instead of spreading it. Against this 
danger of mistaking the means for the end, of making bricks without making mortar, of working for ourselves 
instead of working for others, meetings such as our own, bringing together so large a number of the first oriental 
scholars, seem to me a most excellent safeguard. Oriental literature is of such enormous dimensions that our 
small army of scholars can occupy certain prominent positions only; but those positions, like the stations of a 
Survey, ought to be carefully chosen so as to be able to work in harmony together. I hope that in that respect 
our Congress may prove of special benefit. We shall hear each of us from others, what they wish us to do. 
‘Why don’t you finish this? Why don’t you publish that?” are the questions which we have already heard 
asked by many of our friends. We shall be able to avoid what happens so often, that two men collect materials 
for exactly the same work; and we may possibly hear of some combined effort to carry out great works which 
can only be carried out by viribus unitits.” 

Another feature of the Congress is the opportunities which it affords to fellow-workers in making each 
other's personal acquaintance and meeting in friendly intercourse. This has been happily expressed by 
- Sir Henry Rawlinson during the banquet in honour of the Second Congress: “Oriental scholars, like all other 
scholars, belong to the genus irritabile, and there was probably none in that assembly who had passed his literary 
life without having given and received hard blows. Now personal intercourse softened the asperity of literary 
controversy, and those who had been opposed on literary subjects would find on meeting that, although they 
might differ on certain matters, they are still gentlemen and scholars, and in their future controversies they 
would adopt to each other a more kindly tone from having met together at the social board.” 

In spite of the wishes expressed above and the best efforts of the organisers of the Congress, there werc 
times when its existence was threatened or its utility was questioaed. We find an echo of this even as late 
as 1948 in an address of Prof. H. A. R. Gibb at the 21st session. He said: “Ап opinion has been privately 
expressed in several quarters during this week that these International Congresses. . . .no longer serve a useful 
purpose. This meeting has decisively, and I believe, rightly rejected that opinion...At the same time, it 
may well prove that in the course of time the conduct and organisation of future International Congresses of 
Orientalists will differ to some extent from those of past Congresses. The changing problem of oriental studies 
will almost certainly make it necessary to evolve new instruments to meet new needs and special tasks of 
international co-operation.” 

The difficulties have been surmounted. So far, twenty-five sessions of the Congress have been held in 
different parts of Europe, Africa and Asia, under the presidentship of celebrated men in the domain of Oriento- 
logy. 1 Sessions of the Congress have normally been held at an interval of two or three years, except for two 
Jong breaks due to the two Great Wars. 

The achievement of the Congress for the advancement of oriental scholarship and for the protection, 
collection and preservation of the oriental heritage of arts and literature can be evaluated from the resolutions 
assed at the various sessions and from the papers read? there. In the words of Prof. F. Max Müller: “Look 
papers, look at our discussions, how they have touched and thrown light on the most impor tant questions 
P ios oriental scholarship. I believe I may say that our Congress will make a lasting epoch in the progress of 
E © orien al studies. We have had some жашаш announcements, we have had shown that we can differ, yet 


CEP Gett, 


zi In the а session, а body of statutes was drawn up by І. Rosny himself and the ange; members for 


i onduct of the Congress. “These statutes... had never been discussed in pleno, and never been formally 
map ied by y ү CONES | , as Max Müller eg Asa result, there arose sometimes *tmisunder- 


5. A d of the Scandinavian Congress (8th), there was no official invitation from any Government 
demy for holding t the 9th Congress. Several places had been privately suggested, but the members 
uld not arrive at a decision. It was then left to a body of past Presidents with a request to form a com- 

e ) ose of receiving, and either accepting or rejecting, such invitations as might be 


esidents for the various Sessions of the International Congress of Orientalists see р. 7. 
ibadas Chaudhuri, Asiatic Society, Calcutta.’ 
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sent to them". The committee approved London as the place of the 9th Congress and secured the services 


of the illustrious scholar Prof. F. Max Müller as the General President. But for the powerful intervention 
of Lord Reay in the matter, the Congress might not have been held at all. The first thing which occupied 
the mind of the members of the Congress was to find out ways to avoid such difficulties in the future. 
Sir Thomas Wade proposed and Dr. T. H. Thornton seconded a resolution for the appointment of a committee 
"for drawing up regulations for the organisation and conduct of the Congress based upon the practice of 
the past sessions, and to consider the time and place of the next meeting of the Congress." It was carried 
unanimously. The committee framed the regulations. They were ratified at the concluding session on Sep- 
tember 12, 1892. The new regulations included clauses for formation of two committees—one, to assist the 
Congress in the determination of the time and place at which the next Congress was to meet and in other 
matters of importance (known as the Consultalive Committee); and the other (Inter-sessional Committee), to deal 
with the urgent matters arising between the termination of any session and the commencement of the following 
session. 

These rules were amended at the 11th Congress (Paris) in 1897, and at meeting of the whole Congress 
the revised rules were agreed to. Since then the Congress is being held under these statutes. 

The difficulties of the languages used in the Congress “diminished considerably the advantages derivable 
from public readings and discussions.” The First Congress had laid down that the languages to be used in 
the conference were to be two only—French, and the language of the country holding the Congress. This 
rule proved to be irksome and impossible, and finally liberty to use any language was given tomembers. Now 
generally these three international languages are commonly used in the discussions English, French and 
German, but there is no bar to any other language. 

Women are now participating in the Congress just like men, but this right was rather tardy in being 
accorded to them. 

The Congress functions through its véaious Sections. Each Section of the Congress has been presided 
over from the beginning by a celebrated scholar on the subject of the Section. 

At the last Congress, the 25th, held in Moscow in 1960, Africa was formally brought within the orbit of 
Oriental Studies, and the growing importance of Africa was in this way recognised by starting a new Section 
for Africa. Previous to this, it must be noted, there was no neglect or omission of African Studies as such 
in the Congress of Orientalists. In connexion with Egypt and Islam, with Anthropology and Ethnology, 
with Linguistics and with History and Civilisation, there were read and discussed a number of valuable papers 
on Africa by experts, and these form a good nucleus for Scientific African Studies. Now Africanists are having 
an independent Congress of their own, but the African Section of the Congress of Orientalists can very well 
act as a liaison between Africa and the East. 

The International Congress of Orientalists has been conspicuously successful through its 25 sittings in 
the course of nearly a century (1873-1963) to implement the ideals and aims with which it started, and has 
helped to bring about a fuller and more correct understanding of Asia among the intellectuals of Europe and 
America; and it has even been of service to the peoples of the East in understanding their own history and 
culture in their proper world perspective. It has paved the way for the popularisation of Oriental Studies 
in the West, and for the birth of a new World Humanism, where the Greco-Roman and European world of 
culture will be federated with the Indian, Chinese, Japanese, Iranian and Arabian worlds, as presenting com- 
plimentary facets of Modern Civilisation. . à 


B. INDIA AND THE CONGRESS 


India has actively participated in the Congress since its inception. 

In the First Congress India was represented by E. С. Bayley (Simla), Sir William Hunter and Rev. James 
Long (Calcutta), К. Т. Н. Griffiths (Varanasi), Arthur Burness (Madras), and James Burgess (Bombay). 
Rev. Long and Mr. Bayley were the representatives of the Asiatic Society; Calcutta. 

In the Second Congress, Hurrychund Chintamun, Cursetjee Maneckjee, Ram Dass Sen and Sankar 
Pandurang Pandit were the Indian scholars who attended. In the Mansion House Banquet, the Lord 
Mayor of London, Sir Andrew Lusk, proposed “the present members of the Oriental Congress”, combin- 
ing in the toast the names of Dr. Birch, Prof. Lepsius and Sankar Pandurang Pandit, Sankar Pandurang 
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Pandit and Prof Ramkrishna Gopal Bhandarkar contributed papers: their subjects were, respectively, 
“Who wrote the Raghuvamsa, and when?" and “The Nasik Cave Inscriptions". 

In the Fourth Congress Dr. Garson da Cunha of Goa was elected Secretary to the Indian Section. 

In the Fifth Congress, Pandit Shyamaji Krishnavarma (then a student of Balliol Ciollege, Oxford) read 
a paper on “Sanskrit as a living language in India". He illustrated the subject of Prof. Monier-Williams's 
paper on the Sandhya and Brahma-yajiía ceremony of the Brahmans by the performance of the sacred rites and 
recitation of.the Gayatri. Two addresses in Sanskrit from Ramadas Sen of Berhampore in Bengal and Pandita 
Ramabai (of Maharashtra) from Silchar in Assam were also read by him. 

Inthe Sixth Congress, Prof. Peterson brought to the notice of the participants the work done by Pandit 
Bhagavanlal Indraji on the date of an ancient Indian inscription. At the Banquet, toasts were proposed in 
‘the Sanskrit language; and Pandit Shyamaji Krishnavarma and his brother-in-law Ramdas Chublidas address- 
ed the gathering in Sanskrit, Gujarati and English. 

In the Seventh Congress, Prof. Ramkrishna Gopal Bhandarkar read a paper on the principal results of 
his studies in Sanskrit manuscripts and literature, with particular reference to the sacrificial ritual and the 
Paütharatra system. At the request of Dr. Bühler he composed eight verses in Sanskrit and chanted them at 
the final meeting of the Aryan Section. This was printed as an appendix to the Daily Progress Report. As 
desired by some of the German scholars present, he chanted some hymns from the Rig-Veda Samhita in the 
traditional style of soadhyaya or Veda-chanting. 

In the Eighth Congress, Prof. Н. Н. Dhruva read a paper on “Sanskrit Elements in Euclid’s Geometry” ; 
and Dr. J. J. Modi spoke on the Avesta and the Funeral Ceremonies of the Zoroastrians. Professor Dhruva 
composed three Sanskrit poems on the occasion, one of which conveyed thanks to the people of Norway and 
Sweden for their hospitable reception to the Congress. 

In the Ninth Congress there was a lively discussion on Sir R. West’s address on “Higher Education in 
India: its Possibilities and Claims" im which Professors Bühler zud Cowell, and Messrs. Chintaman Bhatt, 
Neil and Taw Sein Ko participated. The thanks of the session were voted to Lala Baijnath, to Prof. Н. Н. 
Dhruva and to Prof. Willhelm for the memoirs submitted by them, as well as to Bal Gangadhar Tilak for 
his “Orion”. Dr. Burgess read the paper of Kashinath Trimbak Teland on “Gleanings from the Maratha 
Chronicles". An “exceedingly scholarly and valuable paper” (as it was described) of Prof. R. G. Bhandarkar 
on “the Sutras of Asvalayana and Sankhyayana", and К. B. Pathak’s paper on *Kumarila on Jaina literature” 
were read by Dr. Bühler. Messrs. P. M. Bhatt, M. M. Bhownagree, B. C. Sen, Н. Chintaman, Mrs. V. Н. 
Chintaman, Miss Chintaman and others attended the Congress. Raja Peari Mohan Mukherji, С. S. I., and 
Prof. Peterson acted as Honorary Secretaries to the Central Committee of Organisation. Sir Alfred Croft 
(Asiatic Society, Calcutta), Sir R. West (Asiatic Society, Bombay), F. Brandt, William Crooke and others 
participated as delegates of the Government and of Societies in India. 

Since then India's contribution to the Congress increased in every session, and India played her 
role adequately. Нег invitation for holding the present 26th Session on her soil was accepted with acclama- 
tion in the Moscow assembly in 1960. й 

Thus the long cherished desire of Pandit Shyamaji Krishnavarma, expressed in the Fifth Congress, has 


‘been fulfilled in the Twenty-sixth. Similar invitations (including one from Sir Andrew Fraser, the then 


Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, to make Calcutta the centre for the 16th Congress in 1908) were extended 
from time to time. The invitation from the Bengal Government was “warmly received and acknowledged, 
but a majority decided that its acceptance was impossible as the difficulties were too considerable to be sur- 
mounted” as we read in the Proceedings of the Asiatic Society of Bengal for 1908. 
The wish of the savants and scholars of India to have a session of the International Congress of Orientalists 
in their own country has at last materialised in 1964, with the hearty co-operation of all the nations. 
We can only close with the great prayer of ancient India from the Upanishads, which will be appropriate 
to an international gathering meant for co-operation of the East and the West in scientific endeavour: 
* saha пау avatu, 
saha nau bhunaktu, 
saha viryam karavavahai: 
tejasvi nav adhitam astu, 
ma vidvisavahai, 


СС-0. In Public Domain. UP State Museum, Hazratganj. Lucknow 


1 
бн. ie Д e 
тт cU dc P SON TP ENT EE HESE, 


Digitized by Sarayu Foundation Trust, Delhi and eGangotri 


INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF ORIENTALIST AND INDIA ; 5 


“May both of us be protected together, 
May both of us be in enjoyment together, 
May we work with manliness; 

May our studies be with vigour, 

May we not be jealous of each other.” 


C. SELECT RESOLUTIONS ON INDIA AND INDIAN STUDIES PASSED IN 
THE DIFFERENT ORIENTAL CONGRESSES 


Besides the reading of papers, the Congress considers various problems for the advancement of oriental 
scholarship, for the preservation of historical monuments, for surveying languages and dialects, for recording 
the life and customs of peoples, and for the publication of critical editions and translations of the Eastern 
classical texts. These questions are discussed, and resolutions are passed, urging upon Governments and 
learned bodies for their implementation. "The thanks of the Congress are also conveyed for the encourage- 
ment, patronage and accomplishment of those projects. A review of the resolutions relating to India, both 
passed and discussed only, will testify to the helpful contribution made by the Congress during its past twenty- 
five sessions to the cause of the study of the life and civilisation of India. The list of the resolutions passed, 
relating to India only, will be a long one, and of them some of the more important ones only are given below: 

Fourth Congress: For publication of (1) a description of all monumental remains which had been discovered 
in India; and (2) the second volume of the ‘Ain-i-Akbari; and (3) for collection of Proverbs of the Indian 
people (proposed by Rev. Long). 

Fifth Congress: To revive, if possible, the decaying Sanskrit Text Society which was founded by Prof. 
Goldstiicker in 1861; to urge upon the Government of India for the systematic collection and publication 
of the more important Indian inscriptionge(proposed by Prof. Ludwig). 

Seventh Congress: One resolution relating to India suggested to the Government of India to revive the 
post of the Government Epigraphist which was abolished by it and to reinstate Dr. Fleet to that post. Another 
was for “а deliberate and systematic survey of the Languages of India, Nearer and Further, not only as they 
exist at the present, but as far back as manuscripts can take us”, on lines suggested by George A. Grierson. 

Eleventh Congress: A resolution was passed urging upon the Government of India to take measures (1) to 
protect from ill usage the archaeological treasures and to publish an account of them, and requesting the 
Government,of Madras for scientific and full exploration of the extensive group of Buddhist remains at Gunta- 
palle. Other resolutions referred to the importance of keeping a watch on the behaviour of tourists and 
amateurs, who, by carrying away broken fragments, injured the precious monuments. An important re- 
solution was on the necessity of a critical edition of the Mahabharata. 

Fourteenth Congress: Thanks were conveyed (a) to the Viceroy and Government of India, to G. Macartney, 
C. I. E., to the Mandarins Pan-Darin and Khan Daloi of the Provincial Government of Chinese Turkestan, 
and to Mr. Petrovsky, for their co-operation in the prosecution of Dr. M. A. Stein’s explorations in Eastern 
Turkestan, and (b) to Dr. George Abraham Grierson for his great work in connexion with the Linguistic Survey 
of India. Other resolutions nominated afresh the Committee appointed in Rome to promote the establish- 
ment of an Indian Exploration Fund, and expressed satisfaction on the progress of the proposed Manual of 
Indo-Aryan Bibliography. The need for a critical edition of the text of the Mahabharata was reiterated, 
and Prof. M. Bloomfield was authorised to represent the Mahabharata Committee in America for collection 
of funds, and Dr. H. Liiders was selected for going to India to collect the necessary manuscripts. 

Seventeenth Congress: Satisfaction was expressed on the resumed publication of the Orientalische Biblio- 
graphie; for the preparation of an etymological dictionary of the Sinhalese language, the Government of 
Ceylon and the Ceylon Branch of the Asiatic Society were congratulated; and for the completion of the 
Linguistic Survey of India, Sir George Abraham Grierson was also congratulated. Thanks were also conveyed 
to the Government of India for having caused the Survey to be undertaken and for meeting all charges 
connected therewith. A resolution was also adopted for taking immediate steps to obtain a complete and 
adequate photographic record of all the remaining fragments of Indian wall-paintings. ; 

Eighteenth Congress: A resolution on the necessity of raising funds to carry on the publication of the 
Orientalische Bibliographie; another approved the appointment of a committee consisting of Prof. F. W. 


| e CC-0. In Public Domain. UP State Museum, Hazratganj. Lucknow ` «ui 


= 


Digitized by Sarayu Foundation Trust, Delhi and eGangotri 


6 PROCEEDINGS OF TWENTY-SIXTH CONGRESS OF ORIENTALISTS 

Thomas, Prof. Paul Tuxen and Dr. V. S. Sukthankar to present to the next (Nineteenth) Congress a scheme 
for the compilation of a Comprehensive Sanskrit Dictionary. This Congress also welcomed the proposed 
Government of India Bill “for facilitating the participation of scientific bodies, Indian and overseas, with the 
co-operation and under the supervision of the Archaeological Survey of India, in archaeological exploration", 
Italso urged upon the importance of studies in connexion with Indian music and of the necessity of collecting 
systematically and recording folk-songs and the bardic chronicles, and for lending support to Dr. Arnold 
Bake for this purpose. Support was also given to the need for completing the General Survey of Modern 
Indian Architecture, undertaken by the Government in 1913, and including in it the principal crafts in the 
interest of artistic development in India. The Leyden Kern Institute's services for its Annual Bibliography of 
Indian Art and Archaeology were appreciated; and also support was recorded for carrying out the project of 
the Kern Institute of publishing a complete Historical and Archaeological Atlas of Greater India. 

Twenty-first Congress: Resolutions were adopted for the co-ordination of scientific philological work of 
the Indologists with popular interest in humanities in general; for re-starting the work of Oriental Biblio- 
eraphy on new lines; on the importance of the proposed Encyclopaedia of Technical Terms in Ancient Indian 
Philosophy; the Thesaurus Linguae Sanscritae; for a revised Linguistic and Folk-lore Survey of India, Pakistan 
and Ceylon; for publication of the remaining parts of Geldner’s German Translation of the Rig-Veda; on 
the Vedic lexicographical work undertaken in Hoshiarpur, Panjab, by the Visvesvaranand Vedic Research 
Institute; on the Sinhalese Etymological Dictionary; and for including in the curriculum (from the school 
stage onwards) some knowledge of Indian, Chinese and Islamic cultures. 

Twenty-second Congress: Resolutions for setting up an International Union of Orientalists; for the forma- 
tion of a Union for the scientific collaboration in Islamic Studies; on the scheme for the publication of the 
Dictionary of Sanskrit on historical principles undertaken by the Deccan College, Poona, were taken. 

Twenty-third Congress: For the undertaking of a New Linguistic Survey of India, and congratulating 
completion of the Encyclopaedia Mundarica by Father Hoffmann. ` 

Similar resolutions on Indian Studies were also adopted at the Twenty-fourth and T'wenty-fifth Congresses 


held respectively in Munich (1957) and Moscow (1960). 
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THE INTERNATIONAL CONGRESSES OF ORIENTALISTS 


. 1873, PARIS, SEPTEMBER 1-9: PRESIDENT, PROF. LÉON DE ROSNY. 
. 1874, LONDON, SEPTEMBER 14-20: DR. SAMUEL BIRCH. 


. 1876, ST. PETERSBURG, FROMSEPTEMBER 1: COUNT WORONZSOFF WAS PRESIDENT- 


ELECT, BUT HE DECLINED, AND PROFESSOR GREGORIEFF ACTED AS PRESIDENT. 


. 1878, FLORENCE, FROM SEPTEMBER 12: GENERAL PRESIDENT SENATORE MICHELE 


AMARI, AND ITS SEVEN SECTIONS ACTED INDEPENDENTLY. 
1881, BERLIN, FROM SEPTEMBER 12: DR. A. DILLMANN. 


. 1883, LEIDEN, FROM SEPTEMBER 10: PROF. KUENEN (PRESIDENT-ELECT PRO- 


FESSOR DOZY DIED BEFORE THE CONGRESS). 


. 1886, VIENNA, SEPTEMBER 27-OCTOBER 2: BARON VON KREMER. 
. 1889, STOCKHOLM (SWEDEN) AND CHRISTIANIA (NORWAY), SEPTEMBER 2-11. 
‚ 1892, LONDON, SEPTEMBER 5-12: PROF. Е. MAX MÜLLER.: 
. 1894, GENEVA, SEPTEMBER 4-12: PROF. NEVILLE. 
. 1897, PARIS, SEPTEMBER 5-12: PROF. SCHEFER. 
. 1899, ROME, OCTOBER 3-15: GOUNT ANGELO DE GUBERNATIS. 
. 1902, HAMBURG, SEPTEMBER 4-10: PROF. CHRISTIAN CONRAD GEORG BEHRMANN. 
. 1905, ALGIERS, APRIL 19-26. 
. 1908, COPENHAGEN, AUGUST 13-20: PROF. VILHELM THOMSEN. 
. 1912, ATHENS, APRIL 6-14: COMTE ANGE DE GUBERNATIS. 
XVII. 
XVIII. 
XIX. 
XX. 
XXI. 
XXII. 
XXIII. 
XXIV. 
XXV. 
XXVI. 


1928, OXFORD, AUGUST 27-SEPTEMBER 1: LORD CHALMERS. 

1931, LEIDEN, SEPTEMBER 7-12: PROF. C. SNOUCK HURGRONJE. 

1935, ROME, SEPTEMBER 23-29: PROF. PAOLO EMILIO PAVOLINI. 

1938, BRUSSELS, SEPTEMBER 5-10: PROF. JEAN CAPART. 

1948, PARIS, JULY 28-31: PROF. JACQUES BACOT. 

1951, ISTANBUL, SEPTEMBER 15-22: PROF. ZEKI VELIDI TOGAN. 

1954, CAMBRIDGE, AUGUST 21-28: PROF. SIR RALPH L. TURNER. 

1957, MUNIGH, AUGUST 28-SEPTEMBER 4: PROF. ERNST WALDSCHMIDT. 
1960, MOSCOW, AUGUST 9-16: PROF. B. G. GAFUROV. 

1964, NEW DELHI, JANUARY 4-10: PROF. HUMAYUN KABIR. 


\%® u.s. h- 
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STATUTES OF THE INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF ORIENTALISTS 


(Adopted at the NI Gongress, Paris 1897) 


I 
Les Congrès se tiendront une fois tous les trois ans; par exception, selon les convenances ou les nécessités 
du pays qui fait les invitations, l'intervalle entre deux Congrés pourra étre réduit à un ou deux ans ou porté 
à quatre. . 


II 
Chaque Congrès sera organisé par un Comité composé de nationaux du pays où il tiendra ses assises. 
Le Comité sera libre d'augmenter ou de dimihuer le nombre des sections en lesquelles le Congrés sera divisé; 
il réglera comme il l'entendra la date de Ја réunion, la durée de la session, la marche des trava ux, tous les 
détails matériels de la réception. 


ш 
Le Congrés réuni, un Comité consultatif se constituera, qui devra étre formé des présidents ct vice- 
présidents du Comité organisateur et d'un certain nombre de members étrangers, au choix du Comité orga- 
nisateur. Ce Comité statuera sur les questions qui pourraient surgir au cours des séances. 


IV é 
Le Comité d'organisation désignera, parmi les langues du pays ой le Congrés se tiendra, une ou plusieurs 
langues qui seront la langue ou les langues officielles du Congrés, et que l'on emploiera à la rédaction des 
procés-verbaux des séances. 
L'usage d'autres langues sera facultatif dans 1а discussion, sous la responsabilité du président de chaque 
section. 


V 
Le président de chaque section a 1а police des séances; il régle l'ordre des travaux, fixe la durée des 
communications, dirige ou arréte les discussions, sauf à en référer au Comité consultatif en cas de contestation. 


VI 
Chaque Congrés désignera en séance plénière le pays où le Congrés suivant devra se tenir; il choisira 
entre les pays qui lui auront fait leurs propositions par l'intermédiaire de leurs délégués, ou entre ceux que 
le Comité consultatif pensera pouvoir lui désigner provisoirement. En aucun cas le Congrés ne pourra étre 
tenu deux fois de suite dans le méme pays. 


VII 
Aprés la séparation de chaque Congrés, le Comité organisateur reprend ses pouvoirs généraux, ct il les 
conserve jusqu'au jour où il aura recu la notification officielle de la constitution du Comité chargé de préparer 


VILI 
Si pourtant il survenait quelque complication grave qui füt de nature à compromettre l'institution des 


Congrés et leur perpétuité, il serait pourvu aux difficultés par la convocation d'un Comité international 
formé: 


l. Du Comité organisateur du dernier Congrés; 
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STATUTES 


2. D'un représentant de chacun des pays dans lesquels le Con 


no ON нл * d 
grès aura antérieurement tenu ses assises, - Te 
Pour chaque pays, ce représentant sera d 


| Беу ntar c droit le président ou, à son défaut, un vice-président du. 
dernier Соң: cs qui $ y scra réuni; à défaut de président ou de vice-président survivant dans ce pays, 
le Comité s'y compléterait lui-même par voie de cooptation. 
Il appartient au Comité amsi constitué de régler et de provoquer, dans les délais les plus brefs, la convo- 
cation d'un nouveau Congrés, qui aurait à approuver ses résolutions. 


English translation of Statutes of the International Congress of Orientalists j 
(Adopted at the XI Congress, Paris 1897) 


I 
The Congress shall meet once every three years; exceptionally, 


of the inviting country, the period between two Congresses may b 
to four years. 


according to the convenience or necessities 
€ reduced to one or two years or increased 


11 
Each Congress shall be organised by a Committee composed of nationals of the country in which its session 
is to be held. The Committee shall be free to increase or reduce the number of sections into which the Con- 
gress shall be divided; it shall regulate at free will the date of the meeting, the duration of the session, the course 
of the proceedings, and all the material details of the reception. 


% 111 
While the Congress will be in session, a Consultative Committee shall be constituted, which shall be com- 
posed of the Presidents and Vice-Presidents of the Organising Committee and of a certain number of foreign 


members to be chosen by the Organising Committee. The said Committee shall then decide all questions 
that may arise during the sittings. 


IV 
The Organising Committee shall designate from amongst the languages of the country in which the Con- 
gress is held one or more languages as the official language or languages of the Congress. This or these langua- 
ges shall be used in recording the proceedings of the sittings. 4 
The use of other languages in discussions shall be optional, subject to the decision by the President of 

each section. > 

2 NS A 

The President of each section shall control its sittings; he shall regulate the order of work, fix the d 

of papers to be read, guide or stop the discussions, except that, in case of dispute, he may refer it to the C ns 

tative Committee. 


VI 
Each Congress shall in its plenary session designate the country in which the next Con ress shall tê 
place; it shall choose from amongst the countries that have made proposals through their d " 
amongst those which the Consultative Committee may designate provisionally. The C on 
case hold two consecutive sessions in the same country. 


VII М 

After the closure of each Congress, the general powers shall revert to the О: 

= Shall rest in it till it receives official notification of the constitution of the Commi rec 

tion for the next Congress; thereafter, it shall retain only such loc 

.. obligations of the Congress organised by it. 
Nc 
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ORGANISING COMMITTEE 


Chairman: 
Humayun KABIR 
Secretary (Administrative) : Secretary (Academic) : 
A. К. Сноѕн К. №. DANDEKAR 
Treasurer: 


К. P. Papnr 


Joint Secretary: 


KAPILA VATSYAYAN 


» Members: 


К. S. BAJPAI C. D. DESHMUKH 
SUNITI Kumar CHATTERJI A. Сноѕн 

К. Н. CHISHTI B. C. МіѕнвА 
M. J. Desar M. NIZAMUDDIN 


V. RAGHAVAN 
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INSTITUTIONS REPRESENTED AT THE CONGRESS 


with names of the Delegates representing them 


AFGHANISTAN 
PASHTO ACADEMY, KABUL 
Sediquallah Rishtin Saduddin Shpoon 
ARGENTINA 
UNIVERSITY OF BUENOS AIRES, FACULTY OF PHILOSOPHY 
Abraham Rosenvasser 
UNIVERSITY OF LA PLATA, FACULTY OF HUMANITIES 
Abraham Rosenvasser 
AUSTRALIA 
AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL ÜNIVERSITY 
A. H. Johns Liu Ts'un-yan 
UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE 
John Bowman 
UNIVERSITY OF SYDNEY 
Russell Jones 
BELGIUM 
MUSÉES ROYAUX D? ART ET D? HISTOIRE 
C. De Wit 
BRITAIN 


ASSOCIATION OF BRITISH ORIENTALISTS 


T. Burrow J. D. Pearson 
C. H. Philips 


DEPARTMENT OF ORIENTAL PRINTED BOOKS AND MANU SCRIPTS, THE BRITISH MUSEUM 


K. B. Gardner 
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DEPARTMENT OF WESTERN ASIATIC ANTIQUITIES, THE- BRITISH MUSEUM 


R. D. Barnett 


INSTITUTE OF ADVANCED LEGAL STUDIES, UNIVERSITY OF LONDON 


J. №. D. Anderson 
INSTITUTE OF ARCHAEOLOGY, UNIVERSITY OF LONDON 
K. de B. Codrington 
ROYAL АЅІАТІС SOCIETY, LONDON 
Owen Lattimore 


SCHOOL OF ORIENTAL AND AFRICAN STUDIES, UNIVERSITY OF LONDON 
A. L. Basham 

J. D. M. Derrett 

C. von Fürer-Haimendorf 
Ann K. S. Lambton 


Hla Pe 

С. Н. Philips 

J. B. Segal 
Denis Twitchett 


UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE 
Eric Bertrand Ceadel 
“UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD 


T. Burrow 


CANADA 
McGILL UNIVERSITY, INSTITUTE OF ISLAMIC STUDIES 
Wilfred C. Smith 
UNIVERSITE DE MONTREAL 
Robert J. Garry • 
UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO 


Roger Mervyn Savory 


CEYLON о 
UNIVERSITY OF CEYLON 


K. Kanapathi Pillai W. Pachow 
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PROCEEDINGS OF TWENTY-SIXTH CONGRESS OF ORIENTALISTS 


© CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


CESKOSLOVENSKA AKADEMIE VED ORIENTÁLNÍ ÜSTAV 


(Oriental Institute of the Academy of Sciences) 


Dušan Zbavitel 


Otakar Klima 
Kamil Zvelebil 


Augustin Palát 


CHARLES UNIVERSITY, PRAGUE 
Hilska Vlasta 
NÁPRSTEK MUSEUM OF ASIAN, AFRICAN AND AMERICAN CULTURES 


Eva Rychterová 


DENMARK 
DET KONGELIGE DANSKE VIDENSKABERNES SELSKAB 
Е. Méller-Kristensen №. Warmdahl 
ROYAL DANISH ACADEMY OF SCIENCES AND LETTERS 
Kaj Barr 
ETHIOPIA 
GOVERNMENT OF ETHIOPIA 


Tekla-Tsadik Mekouria 


FRANCE 
ATLAS LINGUISTIQUE DES PARLERS IRANIENS 
C. M. Kieffer 
COLLEGE DE FRANGE, PARIS 
Jean Filliozat 
DIRECTORATE OF MUSEUMS OF FRANCE 
Jeannine Auboyer 
ÉCOLE FRANCAISE D'EXTRÉME-ORIENT 


Pierre-Sylvain Filliozat Charlotte Vaudeville 
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INSTITUTIONS REPRESENTED 15 
ÉCOLE NATIONALE DES LANGUES ORIENTALES VIVANTES 
Frédéric Feydit 
INSTITUT DE CIVILISATION INDIENNE, UNIVERSITÉ DE PARIS 
Olivier Lacombe 
MUSÉE GUIMET, PARIS 
Jeannine Auboyer 
FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY 
AKADEMIE DER WISSENSCHAFTEN UND DER LITERATUR, MAINZ 
Ludwig Alsdorf 
DEUTSCHE MORGENLANDISCHE GESELLSCHAFT 
Ewald Wagner 


INSTITUT FÜR ORIENTALISTIK AN DER UNIVERSITAT DES SAARLANDES 


^ 


Ernst Hammerschmidt 
SÜDASIEN INSTITUT, UNIVERSITAT HEIDELBERG 


Hermann Berger Adam Falkenstein 
Egar Kull 


UNIVERSITAT MAINZ 
Helmut Humbach 
UNIVERSITAT TUBINGEN 
Paul Thieme 
GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 
ALTTESTAMENTLICHES INSTITUT, UNIVERSITAT ROSTOCK 
K. H. Bernhardt 
ERNST MORITZ ARNDT UNIVERSITAT 
Wolfgang Morgenroth с 
FERDINAND HESTERMANN INSTITUT, FRIEDRICH SCHILLER-UNIVERSITAT 


Harry Spitzbardt 
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16 PROCEEDINGS OF TWENTY-SIXTH CONGRESS OF ORIENTALISTS 
HUMBOLDT-UNIVERSITAT 
Wolfgang Morgenroth 
INSTITUTE OF ORIENTAL STUDIES, GERMAN ACADEMY OF SCIENCES 
Joachim Heidrich Horst Krueger 
INSTITUTE OF EAST ASIAN STUDIES, KARL MARX UNIVERSITY 
Fritz Grunner 
ORIENTALISCHES INSTITUT, KARL MARX-UNIVERSITAT 
Lothar Rathmann 
OSTASIATIGHES INSTITUT, HUMBOLDT-UNIVERSITAT 
Kurt Huber 
UNIVERSITAT HALLE 
Heinz Mode 
VORDERASIATISCHES INSTITUT, HUMBOLDT-UNIVERSITAT 


Georges Hazai Manfred Lorenz 


GHANA 
"UNIVERSITY OF GHANA 


A. S. Y. Andoh A. A. Boahen 


HUNGARY 
HUNGARIAN ACADEMY OF SCIENCES 


К. Ozégledy J. Harmatta 
^  G. Hazai 


HUNGARIAN MINISTRY OF EDUCATION 3 


Endre Galla 


INDIA 
AGRA UNIVERSITY 


R. G. Harshe 
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INSTITU TI ONS REPRESENTED 17 
ALIGARH MUSLIM UNIVERSITY 
Nazir Ahmed K. A. Nizami 


Abdul Aleem й Z. А. Siddiqi 


S. Nurul Hasan Surya Kanta ? 


ALL-INDIA KASHIRAJ TRUST, FORT RAMNAGAR, VARANASI 
Ramesh Chandra De 

ALL-INDIA ORIENTAL CONFERENCE 

R. N. Dandekar 
ALL-INDIA SOCIETY FOR MAKING SANSKRIT THE NATIONAL LANGUAGE, BOMBAY 
L. M. Chakradeo 
AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF INDIAN STUDIES, POONA 

McCrea Hazlett 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF INDIA 


3 


N. R. Banerjee . В. B. Lal 
A. Ghosh B. K. Thapar 


ASIATIC SOCIETY, CALCUTTA 
J. №. Banerjea Suniti Kumar Chatterji 
ASIATIC SOCIETY OF BOMBAY 


P. V. Kane George M. Moraes 
\ L. B. Keny H. D. Velankar 


BANARAS HINDU UNIVERSITY 


„5. Bhattacharya A. K. Narain 
G. D. Singlial 


BANGIYA SAHITYA PARISHAD, CALCUTTA 
Suniti Kumar Chatterji 
BHAGALPUR UNIVERSITY 

R. K. Choudhary 


BHANDARKAR ORIENTAL RESEARCH INSTITUTE, POONA 


P. V. Bapat R. N. Dandekar | 
A. D. Pusalker і 
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18 PROCEEDINGS OF TWEN TY-SIXTH CONGRESS OF ORIENTALISTS 
BHARATIYA VIDYA BHAVAN 
Н. C. Bhayani T. A. V. Dikshitar 
J. H. Dave A. K. Majumdar 
S. A. Upadhyaya 
BRITISH COUNCIL, NEW DELHI 


A. L. Basham George Bennett 
H. P. Croom-Johnson 


CENTRAL SANSKRIT BOARD, MINISTRY OF EDUCATION, GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 


S. Bhattacharya D. V. Potdar 

R. N. Dandekar V. Raghavan 

J. H. Dave R. K. Sharma 
Umesh Mishra , S. N. M. Tripathi 


R. P. Naik Vishva Bandhu 
COUNCIL OF SCIENTIFIC AND INDUSTRIAL. RESEARCH, NEW DELHI 


A. Rahman 


o 


DECCAN COLLEGE POST-GRADUATE AND RESEARCH INSTITUTE, POONA 


A. M. Ghatage E. D. Kulkarni 

S. D. Joshi M. A. Mehendale 
V. L. Joshi H. G. Narahari 
S. M. Katre С. B. Palsule 


FRENCH INSTITUTE OF INDOLOGY, PONDICHERRY 
Jean Filliozat Frangois Ed. Gros 
GANGANATHA JHA RESEARCH INSTITUTE, ALLAHABAD 
V. Mishra 
GAUHATI UNIVERSITY 


B. K. Barua | : Maheswar Neog 
M. M. Sharma а ` 


HERAS INSTITUTE OF INDIAN HISTORY AND CULTURE, BOMBAY 


A. Esteller _ N. S. Gorekar 
L. B. Keny 


HINDI VISVA-BHARATI RESEARCH INSTITUTE, BIKANER 


Vidyadhar Shastri 
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INDIAN INSTITUTE OF ISLAMIC STUDIES, DELHI 
Abdul Hameed S. A. Ali 
INDIAN NATIONAL SCIENTIFIC DOCUMENTATION CENTRE, NEW DELHI 
B. S. Kesavan | 
INDIAN SCHOOL OF INTERNATIONAL STUDIES, NEW DELHI 


M. S. Agwani P. A. Narasimha Murthy 
Vidya Prakash Dutt Vishal Singh 


INDOLOGY COMMITTEE, MINISTRY OF EDUCATION, GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 


Suniti Kumar Chatterji M. Nizamuddin 
R. N. Dandekar V. Raghavan 

A. Ghosh K. A. N. Sastri 
S. M. Katre Vishva Bandhu 


INTERNATIONAL ACADEMY OF INDIAN CULTURE, NEW DELHI - 


Lokesh Chandra G. D. Singhal 
», Sudarshana Singhal 


JADAVPUR UNIVERSITY 
Ramaranjan Mukherji 
ЈАМТА MILLIA, NEW DELHI 
M. Mujeeb 
K. Р. JAYASWAL RESEARGH INSTITUTE, PATNA 
Syed Hasan Askari 
KAMESHWAR SINGH DARBHANGA SANSKRIT VISHVA-VIDYALAYA 
Umesh Mishra 
KARNATAK UNIVERSITY 
9 К. Ishwaran 
KURUKSHETRA UNIVERSITY 


J. D. Singh A.K. Sinha 


LALBHAI DALPATBHAI BHARATIYA SANSKRITI VIDYA MANDIR, AHMEDABAD 


Dalsukh Malvania 1 

; | 

> 
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LALIT KALA AKADEMI, NEW DELHI 


Pon Zei В. C. Sanyal 


~ ANDA КО LUCKNOW UNIVERSITY 


-R—K--Dikshit ARCET o 


y 


MAGADH UNIVERSITY 
К.К. Datta 
MAX MULLER BHAVAN, NEW DELHI 
Heimo Rau 
NAGPUR UNIVERSITY 
V. V. Mirashi 
NATIONAL ACADEMY OF ADMINISTRATION 
B. N. Puri 
NATIONAL MUSEUM, NEW DELHI 
Grace Morley 
"NUMISMATIG SOGIETY OF INDIA, VARANASI 
| A. К. Narain - 
ORIENTAL INSTITUTE, M.S. UNIVERSITY, BARODA 
U. P. Shah 
OSMANIA UNIVERSITY, HYDERABAD 


M. A. Mu'id Khan G. D. Rasheed 


D. V. Subba Reddy 
PRAJNA PATHASHALA MANDAL, WAI 


Laxman Shastri Joshi 


Moti Chandra 


UTE F PRAKRIT, JAINOLOGY AND AHIMSA, MUZAFFARPUR 
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BEL Ni Tata 


увеит Hazratganj. Lucknow 


$i e 


Digitized by Sarayu Foundation Trust, Delhi and eGangotri 


SAHITYA AKADEMI, NEW DELHI 


SALAR JUNG MUSEUM, HYDERABAD 


INSTITUTIONS REPRESENTED 


K. R. Kripalani 


Muhammad Ashraf 


21 


SANGEET NATAK AKADEMI, NEW DELHI 


V. К. Narayana Menon 


SREE CHAMARAJENDRA SAMSKRITA COLLEGE, BANGALORE 


S. Shankarappa 


Veeraraghavachar 


SRI VENKATESWARA UNIVERSITY, TIRUPATI 


N. Subbu Reddiar 
E. R. Srikrishna Sarma 


Nihar Ranjan Ray 
5. К. Saraswati 


S. A. H. Abidi 

Yog Dhyan Ahuja 

N. N. Choudhuri 

К. К. Dasgupta 
Khwaja Ahmad Faruqi 


H. L. Jain 
Moti Lal Gupta 


K. Raghavan Pillai 
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UNIVERSITY OF BURDWAN 


2, 5. B. Chaudhuri 


UNIVERSITY OF CALCUTTA 


UNIVERSITY OF DELHI 


UNIVERSITY OF GORAKHPUR 


Vidya Niwas Misra 


UNIVERSITY OF JABALPUR 


UNIVERSITY OF JODHPUR 


UNIVERSITY OF KERALA 


K. Mahadeva Sastri 
V. Varadachari 


V. V. Gokhale 
Rasik Vihari Joshi 
Nagendra 

S. N. Varma 
Satyavrat 


U. N. Tiwari 


R. S. Shukla 


V. I. Subramoniam 
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= UNIVERSITY OF MADRAS 
M. Mariappa Bhat S. Shankar Raju Naidu | 
M. A. Dorairangaswami V. Raghavan 
Md. Yousuf Kokan K. Kunjunni Raja 
'T. V. Mahalingam M. Varadarajan 


N. Venkata Rao 
UNIVERSITY OF RANCHT 
Camille Bulcke 
UNIVERSITY OF SAUGAR 
Hari Ram Mishra 
U.P. HISTORICAL RESEARCH SOCIETY, LUCKNOW 
R. K. Dikshit 
UTKAL UNIVERSITY, BHUBANESWAR 
Siddheshwar Hota K. B. Tripathi 
| VARANASEYA SANSKRIT VISHWAVIDYALAYA 


RG Chandra K. Chattopadhyaya 


VIKRAM UNIVERSITY, UJJAIN 
А. C. Mittal V. Venkatachalam 


VISHVESHVARANAND VEDIC RESEARCH INSTITUTE, HOSHIARPUR 
Vishva Bandhu : K. V. Sarma 


VISVA-BHARATI, SANTINIKETAN 


S. Chattopadhyaya : Yun-Hua Jan 
A. Tagore 


INDONESIA 
GADJAH MADA UNIVERSITY, JOGJAKARTA 
li P. J. Zoetmulder 
IRAN 
ANJOMAN FARHANG IRAN BASTAN, TEHRAN 


4 : (The Ancient Iranian Cultural Society) 
A. A. Jeffrey 
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E Ф СС-0. In Public Domain. UP State Museum, Hazratganj. Lucknow 
| É 


Digitized by Sarayu Foundation Trust, Delhi and eGangotri 


INSTITUTIONS REPRESENTED 23 
BRITISH INSTITUTE OF PERSIAN STUDIES 
B. J. Spooner D. B. Stronach 
MINISTRY OF EDUCATION, GOVERNMENT OF IRAN 
B. Z. Foroozanfar M. Minowi 


Abbas A. Mazda M. Tafazzoli 
A. H. Zarrinkoub 


NATIONAL UNIVERSITY OF IRAN, TEHRAN 


Majid Movaghar 


PAHLAVI UNIVERSITY, SHIRAZ 


A. H. Dehkan Ali Sami 
R. N. Sharp 


ROYAL CULTURAL COUNCIL, TEHRAN 
Issa Sadiq 2 Said Naficy 
S. Shafa 
IRAQ. 
BAGHDAD UNIVERSITY, BAGHDAD 


Salih Ahmed AI-Ali 


IRAQ AGADEMY 


Yousif Izzidin 


ISRAEL 
HEBREW UNIVERSITY OF JERUSALEM 


Tuvia Gelblum 
Uriel Heyd 
Shlomo Pines 
Chaim Rabin 


Zvi Ankori 
David Ayalon 
Gabriel Baer 


Joshua Blau 
Pessah Shinar 


TEL-AVIV UNIVERSITY 


Abraham N. Poliak 
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ITALY 


Luciano Petech 
= INSTITUTO PER GLI STUDI DI POLITICA INTERNAZIONALE, MILAN 
Paolo Beonio-Brocchieri 
INSTITUTO PER L'ORIENT, ROME 
Francesco Gabrieli 


der INSTITUTO UNIVERSITARIO ORIENTALE, NAPLES 


Alessandro Bausani Lanfranco Ricci 


Nullo Minissi Roberto Rubinacci 
: Laura Veccia Vaglieri 
JAPAN 
JAPANESE ASSOCIATION OF INDIAN AND BUDDHIST STUDIES 
EN sika A 
JAPAN DEFENCE ACADEMY, YOKOSUKA 
Yasutaka Fumoto 
ORIENTAL SOCIETY OF JAPAN 
Kazuo Enoki 
RYUKOKU UNIVERSITY, KYOTO 
Hideo Kimura 
SCIENCE COUNCIL OF JAPAN, TOKYO 


Toru Matsui 
Zuiryu Nakamura 
Hikosaku Ozaki 
Genjun Sasaki 
nx LEBANON 

NATIONAL MUSEUM, BEIRUT 
.. Maurice Chéhab 
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INSTITUT DE LETTERS ORIENTALES, UNIVERSITE SAINT-JOSEPH, BEIRUT 


Leo Arnold 


MALAYSIA 
INTERNATIONAL TAMIL LEAGUE, KUALA LUMPUR 
K. P. Ratnam 
MALAYAN HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
Abidin Zainal 
UNIVERSITY OF MALAYA IN KUALA LUMPUR 
Mohd. Taih Osman Abidin Zainal 
UNIVERSITY OF SINGAPORE 
Ho Kuang-Chung K. G. Tregonning 
^ MONGOLIA 
ACADEMY OF SCIENCES OF MONGOLIAN PEOPLES REPUBLIC 
Shagdar Bira Shagdarjav Natsogdorji 
P. Horlo Bazaruin Shirendev 
NEPAL 
DEPARTMENT OF ARCHAEOLOGY, HIS MAJESTY'S GOVERNMENT OF NEPAL 


Romesh Jung Thapa 


NETHERLANDS 
NEDERLANDS INSTITUT VOOR HET NABIJE OOSTEN, LEIDEN 
M. Heerma van Voss 
NETHERLANDS MINISTRY OF EDUCATION ARTS AND SCIENCES 
E. M. Uhlenbeck E. Zürcher ` 


SOCIOLOGISCH-HISTORICH SEMINARIUM VOOR ZUIDOOST AZIE, UNIVERSITEIT VAN 
AMSTERDAM 


С. Vreede-de Stuers 
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-UNIVERSITEIT VAN AMSTERDAM 


J. Е. van Lohuizen 


PHILIPPINES 
INSTITUTE OF ASIAN STUDIES, UNIVERSITY OF PHILIPPINES 


í Ajit Singh Rye 


POLAND 
ZAKLAD ORIENTALISTYKI, POLSKA AKADEMIA NAUK, WARSAW 
(Polish Committee of Oriental Studies) 


Eugeniusz Sluszkiewicz 


SWITZERLAND 


4 SOGIÉTÉ SUISSE D'ÉTUDES ASIATIQUES (SWISS SQCIETY FOR ASIATIC STUDIES) AND 
d GOVERNMENT OF SWITZERLAND 


mma 


Georges Redard Constantin Regamey 


SYRIA 
INSTITUT FRANGAIS D'ÉTUDES ARABES DE DAMAS, DAMASCUS 


Nikita Elisséeff 


THAILAND 
NATIONAL RESEARCH COUNCIL OF THAILAND 
Nibondh Sasidhorn 
SIAM SOCIETY | г , 


Nibondh Sasidhorn Lauriston Sharp 


TUNISIA 
UNIVERSITY OF TUNIS 


Chedly Bouyahia ; Farhat Dachraoni 
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INSTITUTIONS REPRESE, NTED 
TURKEY 
INSTITUTE OF ECONOMICS AND SOCIOLOGY, UNIVERSITY OF ISTANBUL 
Z. Е. Findikoglu 
TURKISH ORIENTAL SOCIETY 
Emel Esin 
UNIVERSITY OF ISTANBUL 
Zeki V. Togan Tahsin Yazicl 
UGANDA 


MAKERERE UNIVERSITY, KAMPALA 


R. W. Beachey 


UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS 
ACADEMY OF ARTS, MOSCOW 

B. W. Weimann 

ACADEMY OF SCIENGES OF AZERBAIJAN, BAKU 
Ismail Husseinov 

ACADEMY OF SCIENCES OF GEORGIA, TBILISI 

M. Y. Chikovani K. G. Tsereteli 
ACADEMY OF SCTENCES OF TADJIKISTAN, DUSHANBE 


K. S. Aini Abdulghani Mirzoyev 
A. Mukhtarov 


INSTITUTE OF ARCHAEOLOGY, ACADEMY OF SCIENCES OF USSR, MOSCOW 


А. А. Guber A. F. Miller 
E. M. Zhukov 


INSTITUTE OF LANGUAGE, ACADEMY OF SCIENGES OF USSR, MOSCOW 
Т. №. Pakhalina 
INSTITUTE OF ORIENTAL STUDIES, ACADEMY OF SCIENCES OF UZBEKISTAN, TASHKENT 


Sabakat Azimjanova Iliyas Khashimov 


Di 
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. G. F. Kim 

I. A. Latyshev 
M.N, Osmanov 
R. Oulianovsky 
N. P. Shastina 
A. Y. Shpirt 
S. L. Tikhvinsky 

O. F. Volkova 

STATE HERMITAGE MUSEUM, LENINGRAD 

Т. V. Grek 

STATE UNIVERSITY OF KABARDINO-BALKARIA, NALCHIT 

Kh. M. Berbekov 
STATE UNIVERSITY, LENINGRAD 


G. Yefimov S 


EA: UNITED ARAB REPUBLIC 
AIN SHAMS UNIVERSITY, CAIRO 
Aisha Abdel-Rahman 


4 С CENTRE FOR ARABIC STUDIES, AMERICAN UNIVERSITY IN CAIRO 


А С. Cireswell Abbas Hamdani 


ә Thomas Naff 
E DEUTSCHES ARCHAOLOGISCHES INSTITUT, CAIRO 

E У Klaus Brisch 

TUT FRANGAIS D'AROHÉOLOGIE ORIENTALE, CAIRO . 
a François Dawes 

SAN LEAGUE OF ARAB STATES 
; Yahya El-Khachab 

J. UNIVERSITY OF CAIRO 


Yahya El-Khachab 


Hazratganj. Lucknow 
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E OF PEOPLES OF ASIA, ACADEMY OF SCIENCES OF USSR, MOSCOW 


L. A. Knyaginskaya 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


AMERICAN COUNCIL OF LEARNED SOCIETIES 


Derk Bodde 


AMERICAN ORIENTAL SOCIETY, NEW HAVEN 


Robert M. Adams 
Hans Biclenstein 

Derk Bodde 

William M. Brinner 
William Norman Brown 
Bernard S. Cohn 
William 5. Cornyn’ 
William Theodore de Bary 
Mark J. Dresden 
Isidore Dyen 

Andrew S. Ehrenkreutz 
Walter J. Fischel 
Richard N. Frye 
Albrecht Goetze 

S. D. Goitein 

L. Carrington Goodrich 
Jonas C. Greenfield 

E. Adelaide Hahn 


ASIA SOCIETY, NEW YORK 


Bonnie R. Crown 


Tibor Halasi-Kun 
Richard S. Harrell 
George Г. Hourani 
Charles O. Hucker 
Samuel Noah Kramer 
Stella Kramrisch 
Wilfred George Lambert 
W. P. Lehmann 

Wolf Leslau 

James T. C. Liu 
Vidya Niwas Misra 
Marvin H. Pope 
Omeljan Pritsak 
Denis Sinor 

Hugh Stimson 

Henry Trubner 

С. Martin Wilbur 
Hellmut Wilhelm 


ASSOCIATION FOR ASIAN STUDIES, INC., ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN 


George D. Bearce 
Harry J. Benda 

Hans Bielenstein 

Derk Bodde 

Jerome A. Cohen 
Bernard S. Cohn 
William S, Cornyn 
Wm. Theodore de Bary 
Mark J. Dresden 

John M. Echols 
Russell H. Fifield 

L. Carrington Goodrich 
Victoria G. Harper 


Hellmut Wilhelm 


Charles O. Hucker 
Donald Keene 
Owen Lattimore 
Stella Kramrisch 
James T. C. Liu 
Morris David Morris 
Rhoads Murphey 
Karl J. Pelzer 
Harold S. Powers 
Lauriston Sharp 
Walter M. Spink 
Hugh M. Stimson 
С. Martin Wilbur 


CENTER FOR APPLIED LINGUISTICS OF THE MODERN LANGUAGE ASSOCIATION OF 


AMERICA, WASHINGTON 


Charles A, Ferguson 
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DEPARTMENT OF FAR EASTERN AND SLAVIC LANGUAGES AND LITERATURE, UNIVERSITY 
OF WASHINGTON 


Erwin Reifler 
FLORIDA STATE UNIVERSITY, FLORIDA 
Gulnar K. Bosch 
GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY, WASHINGTON 
Richard S. Harrell 
HUNTER COLLEGE OF THE CITY UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK 
E. Adelaide Hahn 
INDIANA UNIVERSITY, BLOOMINGTON 
Denis Sinor 
LINGUISTIC SOCIETY.OF AMERICA 


с 


E. Adelaide Hahn 


MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY, ANN ARBOR 


A. S. Ehrenkreutz 
Russell H. Fifield 
William J. Gedney 


George F. Hourani 
Herbert H. Paper 
Walter M. Spink 
ORIENTAL SEMINARY, JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY, BALTIMORE 

W. G. Lambert 

PACE COLLEGE, NEW YORK 
John V. Walsh 
SCARRITT COLLEGE, UNIVERSITY CENTER, TENNESSEE 
Leonard T. Wolcott 
TRINITY COLLEGE, WASHINGTON 
I. E. Ellinger 

UNIVERSITY OF HAWAII, HONOLULU 


Charles A, Moore 
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YALE UNIVERSITY, NEW HAVEN 


Harry J. Benda Albrecht Goetze 
W. S. Cornyn Karl J. Pelzer 
Isidore Dyen Marvin H. Pope 


Hugh M. Stimson 


INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS 


INTERNATIONAL UNION OF ORIENTALISTS 


F. R. Allchin Kojun Fukui 

Kai Barr Albrecht Goetzc 

Louis Bazin Georg Morgenstierne 

R. N. Dandekar Helmut Scheel 

I. M. Diakonoff Tatsuro Yamamoto 
E. Zhukov 


UNITED NATIONS 


Ludwik Sternbach 
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Е a Saturday, 4th January 
10:00 a.m.-12 noon 


12:30 p.m. 


3:00 p.m. 
4-30 p.m. 
6:30 p.m. 


— Sunday, 5th January 
9:00. a.m.-12 noon 
2-30 p.m.-5:00 p.m. 
6:30 p.m. à 


a.m.-12 noon 
) p.m.-5:00 p.m. 


SCHEDULE OF THE CONGRESS 


Inaugural Session 

Vigyan Bhavan 

1. Music: Shehnai 

2. Welcome address: Dr. P. V. Kane 

З. Speech by the outgoing President of the XXXV Congress: Dr. B. 

G. Gafurov 

4. Speech by the President of the XXVI Congress: Professor 
Humayun Kabir 

- Address by the President of India, Dr. Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan 

. Reading of messages from UN and UNCESCO 

. Announcement about the composition of the Consultative 
Committee by Secretary (Academic), Professor R. N. Dandekar 

8. Vote of thanks by Professor Norman Brown 

Opening of an exhibition of Manuscripts from Indian Collections 

in the National Museum, Janpath, New Delhi 

Mceting of the Consultative Committee in Vigyan Bhavan 

Reception by the President of India in Rashtrapati Bhavan 

Address by Shri Jawaharlal Nehru in Vigyan Bhavan 


чс C! 


Sectional meetings 

Sectional meetings 
Abhijfüana-Sakuntalam; a play in Sanskrit 

Fine Arts Theatre, Rafi Marg, New Delhi 
Evening of Music and Dance 

Sapru House, Bayakhamba Road, New Delhi 


Sectional meetings 

Sectional meetings 

Symposium on ‘Role of Oriental Studies in the Humanities’ 
Chairman: Professor Humayun Kabir 

Vigyan Bhavan, main hall 


Sectional meétings 

Plenary Session of the Congress in Vigyan Bhavan 

Reception by the Vice-Chancellor, University of Delhi in India 
International Centre 


Sectional meetings 

Sectional meetings 

Abhijtana-Sakuntalam, a play in Sanskrit 

Fine Arts Theatre, Rafi Marg, New Delhi 
Evening of Music and Dance 

Sapru House, Barakhamba Road, New Delhi 


Sectional meetings 
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2-30 p.m.-5:00 p.m. Sectional meetings 
6-00 p.m.-8-00 p.m. Symposium on "Changes in Muslim Personal Law' 


Chairman: Shri М. С. Chagla 
Vigyan Bhavan, main hall 
8:00 p.m. Mecting of the Consultative Committee in Vigyan Bhavan 


Friday, 10th January 


9:30 a.m.-12 noon Sectional meetings. 
12:30 p.m. Lunch by the President of the Congress in Vigyan Bhavan 
2:30 p.m.-5.00 p.m. Concluding Session, Vigyan Bhavan 


1. Report by the Secretary (Academic) on the Congress 
2. Report of the Consultative Committee 

3. Speeches on behalf of the delegates 

4. Speech by the President of the Clongress 


6:30 p.m. Abhijiana-Sakuntalam, a play in Sanskrit 
Fine Arts Theatre, Rafi Marg, New Delhi 


СС-0. In Public Domain. UP State Museum, Hazratganj. Lucknow 
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GENERAL REPORT ON THE CONGRESS 


Preparatory work for the XXVI International Congress of Orientalists began soon after the X XV Congress, 
which met in Moscow in August, 1960, accepted the invitation to hold the next Congress in India. An 
Organising Committee under the Chairmanship of Prof. Humayun Kabir was set up in April 1961, and met 
for the first time the following month. The Committee met twice in 1961, twice in 1962, threc times in 
1963, and once in 1964, the day before the opening of the XXVI Congress. 

2. Four Information Bulletins were issued: the first in February/March of 1963 and the second in May] 
June of the same year, to all the scholars (about 9000) who had been addressed by the Organising Committees 
of the two previous Congresses. The subsequent two Bulletins (issued in December 1963) were sent to all 
those who had registered as delegates. As all these Bulletins were sent by air, postage was quite a heavy item 
in the budget of the Organising Committee! Intending delegates had been asked to register their names 
by the 15th of October 1963; and 900 did do so. But as numerous enquiries kept coming in, registration 
was not closed, and another 179 scholars were enrolled up to the end of December, in addition to 78 associate 
members and 154 observers. Of the 1157 delegates and associates, 577 were from abroad, the remaining 
580 being from India. Actually, 1033 delegates attended the Conference, from 52 countries. 

3. In spite of the request that short summaries of papers to be read at the Congress be sent to the 
Organising Committee in good time so that these could be printed, many delegates cither did not send 
summaries, or sent them very. late. Nevertheless, in the printed Summaries of Papers it was possible to include 
416 summaries which had been received by the first week of December. In addition this volume included 
368 titles of papers whose summaries were received very late, or not at all. A Supplement brought out on 
the day of the opening of the Congress contained another 69 summaries and 29 titles. 

4. The opening session of the Congress, to commemorate which a special stamp of the denomination of 
15 paise was released by the Indian Posts and Telegraphs Department that morning, was held in the main 
hall of Vigyan Bhavan in New Delhi at 10 о’ clock on the morning of Saturday the 4th of January 1964 
before a distinguished audience. It was to have been inaugurated by Dr. Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan, 
President of India. But as he was unwell, his opening address was read out by Prof. Humayun Kabir, the 
President-elect of the XXVI Congress, other speakers being Dr. P. V. Kane, Dr. B. Gafurov, and Prof. 
Norman Brown. Messages from the Secretary General of the UN and the Director General of UNESCO 
were also read out. At a special session the same evening Shri Jawaharlal Nehru, Prime Minister of India, 
addressed the Congress. (Fuller reports of these sessions will be found on pp. 39-54). In addition to a 
plenary session on the afternoon of the 7th of January, two special sessions were held: a Symposium on 
*Role of Oriental Studies in the Humanities! in the evening of the 6th of January, and a Symposium on 
‘Changes in Muslim Personal Law’ in the evening of the 9th of January. Finally, the Congress concluded 
with a general session on the afternoon of the 10th of January at which the recommendations of the Consulta- 
tive Committee set up at the opening session were adopted. The general mectings as well as the sectional 
meetings were all held in the spacious Vigyan Bhavan, where all facilities (including medical attention) 
were available to the delegates. . 

5. The Congress was divided into ten Sections; and one of the sections (Indology) was further divided 
into five sub-sections because the number of papers and the subjects covered were too large to be handled 
effectively in one section. But in spite of there being fourteen sections and sub-sections, it was said by many 
delegates that some sections contained so many papers thatit was impossible to allow adequate time for 
discussion after a paper had been read. In future Congresses some system should be devised whereby un- 
important papers can be either eliminated or taken as read, thus allowing enough time for the reading of the 
more interesting papers, and the subsequent discussions, It may even be considered whether the International 
Congress of Orientalists has not outlived its usefulness in its present form, and whether its place should not 
be taken by a number of smaller organisations. 

6. A Daily Bulletin was published every morning containing the previous day’s proceedings, and was 
distributed to the delegates before the day’s business began. Besides the Daily Bulletin and Summaries of 
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GENERAL REPORT 


Papers the following publications were also brought out for the occasion, 
they registered: : 
Archaeological Remains Monuments and Museums, 2 pts., ed. A. Ghosh 
Cultural Forum, special number on Indological Studies 

Delhi and its Neighbourhood by Y. D. Sharma 
Facts about India by Publications Division of th 
Manuscripts from Indian Collection— Descriptive Ca 
Oriental Studies in India, ed. R. N.'Dandekar 


€ Ministry of Information and Broadcasting 
talogue by National Museum, New Delhi 
and V. Raghavan 


7. During the Congress a number of activities of interest to the del 
Bhavan and in nearby buildings. There was an exhibition of ancient man 
an exhibition on documents in the National Archives ; publishers (both from 
upper floor of the foyer of Vigyan Bhavan where books of interest to ori 
The Sangeet Natak Akademi and the National School of Dra 


a Sanskrit play for the edification of the delegates. As for social activities, the President of India gave a 


reception in the spacious gardens of Rashtrapati Bhavan in the afternoon of the opening day; the University 
of Delhi gave a reception on the 7th of January, and conferred Honora: 


гу Doctorates on three delegates at 
a special Convocation. On the final day the President of the Congress (Prof. Humayun Kabir) gave a lunch 
to twelve hundred delegates, associates, and workers. After the conclusion of the Congress, all foreign 


delegates were invited to be guests of the Organising Committee for a two-day trip to Mathura and Agra; 
while the Chairmen of all the Sections were guests of the Government of India for a two-week tour of the 
country. 

And so ended the XXVI Congress, te which, thanks to generous grants from UNESCO апа CIPSH, 
it had been possible to invite a number of orientalists who could not have attended had the Organising 


Committee not been in a position to assist them, some with passages, some with local hospitality, and some 
with both. 


egates were arranged in Vigyan 
uscripts in the National Museum; 
India and abroad) had stalls on the 
entalists were displayed and sold. 
ma put on an evening of dance and music and 
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К. W. BrAcHEY 

HERMANN BERGER 

W. Norman BROWN 

R. N. DANDEKAR 

. I. M. Draxonorr 
Kazuo: ENOKI 


А. FALKENSTEIN 


CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE 


RusseLL JONES 
Humayun KABIR 
OLIVIER LACOMBE 5 
GEORG MORGENSTIERNE 
Boris ProrRovskv 

I. PounE-DaAvoup 
WILFRED С. SMITH 
LUDWIK STERNBACII 
PauL THIEME 

ZEKI V. TOGAN 


P. J. ZOETMULDER 


reg 
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SECTIONAL CHAIRMEN AND SECRETARIES | 
SECTION I: EGYPTOLOGY 
CHAIRMAN: А. ABU-BAKR SECRETARY: B. B. Lar : 
SECTION II: SEMITIG STUDIES 
CHAIRMAN: А. l'ALKENSTEIN SECRETARY: N. R. BANERJEE 
SECTION III: HITTITE AND CAUCASIAN STUDIES 
CHAIRMAN: Bonis ProrRovskv SECRETARY: B. K. THAPAR 
SECTION IV: ALTAIG STUDIES INCLUDING TURCOLOGY 
CHAIRMAN: ZkKI V. ToGAN SECRETARY: S. NAIMUDDIN 
SECTION V: IRANIAN STUDIES 
CHAIRMAN: I. PounE-DAvoup SECRETARY: M. Е. KANGA 
SECTION VI: INDOLOGY 
CHAIRMAN: OLIVIER LACOMBE SECRETARY: ARYENDRA SHARMA 
A. Vedic Studies 
CHAIRMAN: PAUL THIEME SECRETARY: ARYENDRA SHARMA 
B. Glassical Sanskrit 
CHAIRMAN: LUDWIK STERNBACII SECRETARY: К. KUNJUNNI RAJA 
G. Religion & Philosophy 
CHAIRMAN: OLIVIER LACOMBE SECRETARY: RASIK VIHARI JOSHI 
D. History & Culture 
CHER туа ЛА. TU. дуун SECRETARY : ROMILA E 
E. Modern Indian Languages and Linguistics ; 


: : А. M. GHATAGE 
CIHAIRMAN: HERMANN BERGER Secretary: A. M 
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SECTION VII: SOUTH-EAST ASIAN STUDIES 


SECRETARY: Н. B. SARKAR 
SECTION VIII: EAST ASIAN STUDIES 
w: Kazuo ENOKI SECRETARY: A. TAGORE 
SECTION IX: ISLAMIC STUDIES 


AN: Wins C. SMITH SECRETARY: К. A. NIZAMI 


SECTION X: AFRICAN STUDIES 


: R. W. BEACHEY SECRETARY: S. № VARMA 


PL ZOETMULDER j VICE-CHAIRMAN: RUSSELL JONES 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


) DARIN SP rr E ERES T lilt 
| Digitized by Sarayu Foundation Trust, Delhi and eGangotri 
| 


INAUGURAL SESSION 


The Inaugural Session of the XXVI International Congress of Orientalists was held in the main hall 
of Vigyan Bhavan, New Delhi, on the morning of Saturday 4th of January 1964. The foyer was beautifully 
| decorated with alpana and was thronged with delegates from the ends of the world greeting each other with. 

smiles and handshakes. The hall was a sea of faces, and the dais was dominated by the Gallos ofthe XXVI 
Session of the Congress, under which sat the members of the Organising Committee, the President of the 
Congress, the Education Minister of India, and the Chairmen and Sede of the GER Sections. The 
twelve hundred delegates filled the rows of seats; and amongst the distinguished invitees were the diplomatic 
| representatives of the different nations participating in the Congress. 
| At the outset Prof. Humayun Kabir made a reference to the scholars of all nations who had passed away 
since the Congress met last at its XXV Session in August 1960 at Moscow. He requested the assembly to 
stand for two minutes in silence as a mark of respect to their memory. 
| The proceedings then began with an auspicious recital on the shehnai by an outstanding Indian artiste, 


Bismillah Khan. Dr. P. V. Kane, the doyen of Indian Indologists then welcomed the delegates to the 
| Congress on behalf of the Organising Committee. He said: 


I deem it a very great honour to have been asked to offer, on behalf of India, a most cordial 
welcome to the eminent scholars, who have come from long distances at great personal inconvenience 
and expense. This bespeaks their great interest in the peoples of the East and in oriental languages, 
literatures and civilisations. The pxime purpose of such meetings of the scholars of the West and of 
the East is, I think, to see face to face one another, to recognize that all who are assembled at such 
gatherings are fellow-workers in the great and noble task of making people understand and respect 
one another, and to contribute to the difTusion of the idea of the need of peaceful co-existence among 
the nations of the world, though they may have different ideologies. At such gatherings, other objects 
arc also achieved, such as renewing old friendships and forming new ones, listening to learned addresses 
and papers, and discussions on matters of common interest and benefit. 

Itis nearly two hundred years since Sanskrit literature and the ancient civilisation and culture 
of India made their first great impact on the peoples of the West. We Indians owe a great debt of 
gratitude to the scholars of the West. 

Sir William Jones, Chief Justice of Calcutta in the last quarter of the 18th century translated 
the Sakuntala of Kalidasa into English (in 1789), on reading which Goethe, the great German poet 
and philosopher, went into raptures. Sir William Jones was also the founder of the Asiatic Society 
of Bengal, and his conjecture that Sandracottos of the ancient Greek writers was Candragupta Maurya 
of the Puranas has now been accepted by almost all scholars; and that date has proved a pivotal one 
for ancient Indian history and chronology. Gradually, the study of Sanskrit literature in Europe 
led to the comparative grammar of Sanskrit, Greck, Latin and other languages and also to the 
comparative study of religions and mythology. SÉ, d 
; I shall refer only to a few of the numerous Western scholars who did pioneer work in many 

- branches of Indian studies and who, unfortunately, are now not amongst us. Bopp and Grimm 
published their comparative grammars of Sanskrit, Greek, Latin and other languages; Bohtlingk 
and Roth compiled and published their monumental St. Petersburg Sanskrit and German Dictionary 


in several volumes (between 1852875). Мапу German, British and French scholars spent their lives 


^ in the study of Sanskrit and allied subjects. Н. Н. Wilson translated the Коуедағапа the Visnupurána ` 


with exhaustive notes and wrote on the Indian Theatre. Prof.,Max Müller (who had never been 
to India) was the first to plan an edition of the Rgveda (that contained over ten thousand verses and 
that was transmitted with hardly any variant readings orally for several thousand years) and cared 
it out in about 25 years (1849-74). He also formed the project of translating into English, with the 


collaboration of many scholars, th 


c Sacred Books of the East in a series of 49 volumes (with a 50th. 
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volume for Index) and carried it out. Prinsep found out a key to the script of the Asoka Inscriptions, and 
Senart spent years over the interpretation of those records of a unique king. The British Govt. in India 
started an archaeological survey of India under Cunningham and a linguistic survey under Grierson, 
The ancient sites of Harappa and Mohenjo-daro, the civilisation and culture disclosed by them, and 
the relation of the latter to the Vedic civilisation and culture have been a fruitful source of debate 
and differences since Sir John Marshall wrote about them (1931), and yet the script of what appear 
to be short inscriptions found there has not yet been satisfactorily deciphered. Not only Europe, 
but the U.S.A. also has contributed to the clucidation of Indian literature by the labours of such 
eminent scholars as Whitney, Bloomfield and Lanman. 

I fervently hope and trust that scholars from Europe and America will often visit India and 
take greater and greater interest not only in the ancient history, culture and literature of India, but 
also in its problems of the present. 

We shall do our utmost to make your stay amongst us pleasant and fruitful, and we hope that 
by the combined efforts of the scholars of the world and of our own scholars India’s past achievements 
will be seen in the proper perspective, and that you will lend a helping hand to modern India in the 


task of achieving progress and prosperity. 


Dr. B. G. Gafurov, President of the XXV International Congress of Orientalists in a short speech handed 


over the office of the President to Prof. Humayun Kabir. Dr. Gafurov said: 


The opening of the XXVI International Congress of Orientalists is a great and happy event 
for us all. 

It is a source of great satisfaction for all of us that our Congress is held on the ancient and ever- 
young soil of India, in a country of a unique culture, the country of the Mahabharata and the Ramayana, 
which has given to the world the great Kalidasa, the genius of Tagore, such statesmen as Mr. Gandhi, 
Mr. Radhakrishnan and Mr. Nehru, and many, many other outstanding men of science and culture, 
distinguished thinkers and writers. 

I am sure that I shall express our common sentiment by thanking the Government of India 
for inviting this Congress to Delhi and for doing everything possible to make it a success. 

The decision to convene this International Congress in the capital of India is certainly connected 
with the recognition of the important part this great country plays in the destiny of the world, the 
recognition of the invaluable contribution her peoples have made and continue to make to the common 
treasury of world civilization. 

Our XXVI Congress is of special importance also because it is taking place at a period of 
relaxation of international tension, when the peoples the world over are expressing an ever greater 
desire to put an end to the cold war and to establish a stable peace on earth. 

A little more than three years have passed since the days, so memorable for the Soviet scholars, 
when the XXV International Congress of Orientalists was held in Moscow. 

We shall long remember the XXV Congress of Orientalists. At the Moscow Congress the 
leading place belonged to the East itself, the East getting to know itself, the East freed from the fetters 
of its colonial past and taking the road of construction of a new life, of independent political, economic 
and cultural progress. 

The noble tradition of the Congresses of Orientalists—the spirit of co-operation of scholars 
from all countries, the spirit of peaceful and friendly contacts which found so prominent an expression 
at the last Congress in Moscow—continues to exist, and I am confident that it will find its worthy 
continuation and development in Delhi. 

Three years have passed since the previous Congress. This seemingly short period of time 
has been rich in most important events showing that in our time the wheel of history is moving onward 
and with a growing speed. 

An important event of the past years was the adoption by the UN General Assembly on December 
14, 1960, of the Declaration on Granting Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples. In the 
period between 1961 and 1963, national independence has been won by the peoples of thirteen countries, 
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and the number of states which h 
the East are taking their future in 
development. 


v a ever aime resolutely taking the course of peaceful co-existence, of settling disputes 
anc crierences oy negotiation. Tt was this course that has led to the agreement on banning nuclear 


weapon. tests in three spheres embodied in the Moscow Treaty which more than a hundred states 
have joined. 4 


| After the XXV Congress of Orientalists our particular branch of knowledge has made a new М 
stride forward, with the progressive forces w} 


МИ hose activities are inspired by the ideas of humanism and 
peace gaining strength the world over. ‘It is gratifying to note that new institutions engaged in oriental 
studies have appeared in the countries of the East during these years. We are glad to see the successes 
of orientalists of India and Indonesia, of Afghanistan and Iran, of the United Arab Republic and all 
other countries of the East. The successful work of the centres for the study of the East in Asian and 
African countries will make orientalists of the countries of the East the main force in the world oriental S 
studies. 


8 acquired freedom since 1945 has reached 52. The peoples of 
to their own hands, they are themselves choosing the ways of their 


The Soviet scholars seek to follow in their works the best traditions of the orientalists of our 
country, who have earned world fame by their selfless service to scholarship—the traditions of Minayev 
and Shcherbatsky, Krachkovsky and Barthold, Touraiev and Oldenburg. Thesé traditions are 
characterised by humanism and a deep respect for the history and culture of the peoples of the East. 
The main efforts of Soviet orientalists are directed toward friendship between the peoples of the U.S.S.R. 


Soviet scholars attach special importance to the publication of literary works of the peoples «c 28 
of the East which constitute their contribution to world culture. During the last few years we have p 
published translations of “The Law3.of Мапи”, “Dhammapada”, “Jatakamala”’, of the Qur'an, the 
texts of *"Shah-namah", of Sa’di’s “Gulistan”, of Nezamis *Hamsah", of the treatises of Omar 
Khayyam, of Amir Husrau's poems “Shirin and Husrau", of Arabic, Chinese, Japanese and Mongolian A 
books." The work done by the Soviet Orientalists in the period after the XXV Congress can be learned Bis 
in more detail from a booklet brought to this Congress. 

: The past years have been marked by important events in all fields of oriental studies, both in 
the studies of the past and the present of the countries of the East, their history and culture. 

It has been a period of further development of close co-operation between orientalists of different 
nations, which is a guarantee of a successful solution of important scientific problems. 

Mention might be made of the extensive work done under the auspices of UNESCO to preserve 
ancient monuments—the world-famous temples in Abu-Simbel and Kalabsha. "Taking part in the 
accomplishment of this noble task are expeditions of many countries: Britain, France, the USA, Italy, 
Sweden, Poland, Czechoslovakia, India, the USSR, and others. | à | 

I might mention among other most interesting scientific events of the past few years the dis- { 
covery of Sanskrit manuscripts op birch bark in the Soviet Central Asian Republics, an analysis ol 
which throws additional light on the problem of cultural exchange between India and Central Asia 
in the early Middle Ages. Soviet scholars are making a gift of copies of these es to their 
Indian colleagues, hoping that a joint study will help a more thorough investigation o s important. 
PIE also pleased to mention here that Soviet scholars are ушыш опа a ces е” 
of India, two volumes of which, covering the modern and contemporary history, have already се 


published. 
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It must be stressed that international co-operation of scholars working on related problems 
in oriental studies has in general become a more salient feature of late, and this undoubtedly, promotes 
cultural and even political contacts among the peoples. I wish to mention a publication of many 
volumes edited by Professors Cohen and Spüler, which is coming out in Western Europe; and the 
very valuable publications of the well-known Italian scholar Tucci, fruitfully working on the publica- 
tion of documents pertaining to the history of the Middle and Far East. 

We regard the fact that the Congress is taking place in India as a deserved recognition of the 
achievements of Indian scholars in oriental studies. Indian researchers have to their credit many 
valuable works on the economy, history and culture of their own country and of other countries of 
the East. Many of their books have been translated into different languages in the USSR and published 
there. Among them are works of the philosophers Radhakrishnan, Roy, and Chattopadhyaya, of 
the economists Mahalonobis, Wadia and Merchant, Narayan, Baljit Singh, of the historians Humayun 
Kabir, Banerjee and Singh, of the philologists Kamtaprasad Guru and many others. 

In the years that have passed since the XXV Congress of Orientalists, the friendship between 
the Soviet Union and India has become even stronger. One of its manifestations is the development 
of co-operation between the scholars of our two countries. A special collection dealing with new 
finds testifying to the contacts that existed between the peoples of India and Central Asia in ancient 
times was published by the time of the opening of this Gongress. A large number of Soviet orientalists 
have visited India in these years. We, in our turn, were pleased to receive in our country our Indian 
colleagues. We hope that our co-operation with Indian scholars will continue to develop successfully. 

In the years since the XXV Congress, the Soviet Union has strengthened its friendship with 
all the young states of the East. This friendship is based on the principles formulated by the great 
Lenin. Following these principles, the Soviet state, from the very first days of its existence, has been 
waging an irreconcilable struggle against colonialism, against all forms of race and national discrimi- 
nation, social and economic oppression. Our country, as has been stressed many a time by that 
indefatigable champion of peace, Nikita Khrushchev, has always stood and will continue to stand 
on the side of the oppressed, against the oppressors. We have helped and will continue to help the 
young states of the East in consolidating their sovereignty. 

Soviet orientalists have brought to this Congress not only their scientific papers and publications, 
but also their goodwill, their desire to co-operate, strengthen and develop scientific and cultural contacts, 
to promote understanding, to uphold genuine science and to work in the cause of progress, peace 
and humanism. The study of the Orient, to which we have dedicated our lives, plays an ever- 

growing part in our world. Oriental studies must be inspired by the ideas of humanism; they must 
serve the cause of progress and peace. In our work we must not be influenced by the feelings of 
chauvinism and narrow nationalism cultivated in some places. In studying the history and culture 
of the peoples of the East we must seek to bring the peoples closer together and not separate them. 

We scholars are called upon to fight for peace, against war; or disarmament, against atomic 
and hydrogen bombs; for peaceful co-operation, against militarism; for humanism, against the in- 
human racialist theories; for culture, against ignorance; for independence, against colonial oppression; 
for equality of people, against racialism, chauvinism, and all forms of oppression, social and national. 

No efforts must be spared in this fight. 


In this connection I would like to remind you of the words of the great oriental poet Hafiz 
who said: 


"Derakhti dusti benshan ke kami del ba bar orad, 
“Nikholi doshmani barken, ke range beshomar orad.” 


“Plant the tree of friendship, so that it may yield the wishes of the heart, 
""Tear up the shoots of enmity, which yield unending evil." 


Y: Permit me, according to tradition, to resign my office of President of the International Congress 
Orientalists and to transfer it to my respected Indian colleague, Prof. Humayun Kabir. 
_ "Thank you! 


DUET ORDEN TEE e OE 


The President of the XXVI Session of the Congress 
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Prof. Humayun Kabir then delivered his Presidential 


On behalf of the Government a 
Committee as well as on my own behalf, I h 


tay in India will be both enjoyable and fruitful. I am 
en of welcoming you, but I know that this honour has 


al capaci Я v 3 
Ane а! capacity, but as a representative of the great and ancient land of 


We are also deeply grateful to you, Mr, 
the Organising Committee for inaugurating thi 
strain on you at a time when you re 


President, for graciously accepting the invitation of 
s Conference. We know that we are imposing a 
j 1 quire rest for recuperation, but we also know that there is no one 
else so uniquely qualified to inaugurate a conference of this type. One of the greatest scholars of the 


modern world, you have combined in your person the tranquil wisdom of the East and the questing 
spirit of the West. Y our reinterpretation of Indian philosophy has made it a part of world philosophy 
and one can rightly describe you as a modern Columbus who has put Indian thought on the intellectual 
map of the contemporary world. 

This is the first time that the Congress is meeting outside the European continent and it is 
perhaps fitting that this meeting should be held in India which from pre-historic times has been a 
meeting place of many civilisations and many cultures. Archaeologists tell us of the affiliations between 
India and far-off lands to the West and the East. Anthropologists also bring evidence that concepts 
from western regions and artifacts fom eastern lands combined to give Indian culture even in pre- 
historic times a rich and complex texture. Literature is full of references to the movement of peoples 
and ideas to and from India along the dim corridors of pre-history. This is perhaps the mythical 
land of Dilmun where currents from East and West met and mingled to create a new and many- 
splendoured civilisation with a flavour of its own. 

The fact that the Congress has never before met outside the European Continent is a tribute 
to the many savants and scholars of Europe who have pursued with single-minded devotion their 
studies in various aspects of the life of non-European peoples. It also indicates that for almost three 
centuries, intellectual life had suffered a decline in the lands of Asia and Africa. It explains why studies 
in Asian and African culture should be regarded as a separate field of knowledge and be given the 


name Orientology. Geographically, ‘orient’ and ‘occident’ are relative terms in a global world. ' 


China and Japan are often described as the Far East and yet they are west of California which Europeans 
regard as the extreme western land. Similarly, Western Asia may be the Middle East from the point 
of view of Europe, but from that of Asia where half of the world's population live, the phrase has no 
meaning at all. ; 

Apart from the physical interchangeability of East and West in a global world, there have 
also been deep and far-reaching interchanges in thought and culture among different regions from 
the earliest times. The alphabet was invented by the Phoenecians in what is modern Lebanon, but 
very soon it spread throughout the world. Egypt may have laid the foundations of geometry, but 
soon it became a common heritage of man. The concept of zero and the decimal system were SE 
by Indians, but today, the entire civilised world claims them asits own. Paper was E a contr 1- 
bution of the Chinese, but today paper is an essential element at all levels of knowledge ina VUE eM 
ofthe world. The one thing certain about any culture in any country and aay ассы that it | SE 
its life and vitality from many roots, and in E turn, contributed its riches to the new cultures that 

in differ ountries in succeeding times. s x E 
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humanities—on a racial or geographical basis is open to equal ridicule. In fact, the differences 
among different regions of knowledge are themselves breaking down, simultaneously with an increase 
in specialisation in specific fields. Physics is dividing into many departments, but at the same time, 
the border-line dividing physics, chemistry and biology is becoming fluid and uncertain. Similarly, 
history, geography, economics, anthropology and politics are encroaching on one another's domain 
and there are signs of a rapprochement between physics and metaphysics that was inconceivable fifty 
years ago. 

E It would be a fascinating study to enquire into the associations and analogies among Asian, 
African and European beliefs and thoughts from the earliest times. That there were contacts is 
beyond dispute, but the evidence is not readily available nor conclusive. Early pre-Hellenic civilisation 
of Greece and that of pre-dynastic Egypt have striking similarities with the civilisation of the Dravidians 
in South India. Pre-Socratic Greek thought contains elements which have an arresting resemblance 
to Egyptian musings and speculation in ancient India. Whether or not Pythagoras travelled to 
India, his philosophy has a distinct flavour of Indian thought. After Alexander's death, Greck and 
Indian thought almost certainly met in the market places of Alexandria. Plotinus and later nco- 
Platonists were obviously influenced by Indian thinking and Buddhism was responsible for some of 
the beliefs and legends in the Christian heritage. | 

Nor was Indian thought immune from influences from outside. There are numerous similarities 
between pre-Aryan civilisations of India and some of the civilisations of Western and Eastern Asia, 
Greek astronomy was a dominant influence on Indian thought for several centuries. There are 
reasons to think that the Indian drama, even if it did not owe its inspiration to Greece, was influenced 
by Greek drama in many ways. We have also suggestions of Egyptian influence on early Indian art, 
institutions and beliefs. Traces of influence from the East are found more prominently in eastern 
and southern India, but references in the Ramayana and«the Mahabharata make it clear that even 
northern and western India felt the impact in many ways. Nor must we forget that the Buddha 
himself may have had Mongolian blood in his veins with all that it implies. The impact of Islam 
since the middle ages and of Europe for the last three hundred years has introduced basic changes in 
the structure of the life and thought of India which are far-reaching and patent. 

Earlier records of contacts are incomplete and intermittent, but from the time the Arabs became 
purveyors of Asian thought to Europe and European thought to Asia, this close intermingling 
of knowledge and culture has steadily grown. Arabs introduced Aristotelian metaphysics into the 
basic structure of Islamic theology and made Europe familiar with Indian metallurgy and the Indian 
decimal system. On the eve of the modern age, Portuguese was the most widely known European 
language in Asia and became the major means of communication between Europeans and Asians. 
Many important books on science, literature and religion were translated from or into Portuguese. 
It is significant that the first grammar of almost every important language of modern India was written 
in Portuguese. Over the centuries, other European languages steadily acquired greater importance 
and a great deal of research into different aspects of Asian and African life were carried out in them. 
By the middle of the nineteenth century, to this was added the results of research carried out 
by indigenous scholars in their own languages. 

Before the seventeenth century, first the Arabs and then the Turks had dominated the European 
world for almost four hundred years. Excellence in science, philosophy, mathematics, engineering 
and metallurgy was associated with those whom the Europeans called the eastern people. About the 
middle of the seventeenth century, the situation started to change. Within another hundred and 
fifty years, the Europeans, through the development of science and the spread of a scientific temper, 
_ had outstripped the people of all other countries in the intellectual renaissance which brought to birth 
modern Europe. The intellectual curiosity which led Europeans to attempt to fathom the deepest 
my steries of the universe also led them to explore all aspects of human experience in all ages. 

i military and political power grew, it led to the growth of a superiority complex among 
: he European people. It was during this high tide of European power and prestige 
nlightened European scholars recognised the importance of the contributions 
Afric | have made to the civilisation of the world, Their interest in the culture of these 
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establishment in 1784, at the initiative of Sir William Jones, of the Asiatic Society of Calcutta for enquir- 


ing into the history, the antiquities, the arts, the sciences and the literature of Asia marks the formal 
opening of a new chapter in the science of man. 


A new intellectual curiosity was swee 


ping over Europe and fired European scholars wi 
: ; ee s with the 
desire to know Asia and Africa intimately, Г 


d ; It is a matter for gratification that in this desire for mutual 
understanding, Asian scholars also played an honourable role. It is indeed doubtful if European 
scholars could have done so much to reveal the civilisations of Asia and Africa without substantial 
aid by indigenous scholarship. We do not know who helped Father Stephens to learn Sanskrit, Marathi 
and Konkani, nor do we know the name of Father de Nobili’s Indian collaborators. In duc case of 
Sir William Jones we do know that he was helped by Radha Kanta Sharman and many others, while 
Burnouf was helped by Indian and С'еуІопеѕе scholars in discovering the affiliations between Sanskrit 
and the sister languages of Pali and old Iranian. The first grammar of Hindi and affiliated languages 
prepared by the Russian scholar, Lebedeff, bears unmistakable traces of the help he received from 
Pandit Golaknath Das. Without the help of Maridas Augustine Pillai, Joseph Deguignes could not 
have established the identity of Chandragupta Maurya with Sandrocottos of the Greeks. I could go 
on giving examples, but it is enough to say that, as in other fields of knowledge, collaboration between 
scholars of many nations has been one of the major factors in the development of our knowledge of the 
civilisations of Asia and Africa. 

This was not however the only result of the study of orientology. It made a great impact on 
European scholarship in other fields of knowledge and was directly responsible for the development of 
linguistics as a distinct science. It has been said that the English translation of Sakuntala took the western 
world by storm and was the starting point of the study of Sanskrit philology. The systematic analysis 
of language had been carried to a higher level by Indians than perhaps any other people of ancient 
days. It was the Indian method of analysis and comparison that revolutionised the western concep- 
tion of linguistics and led to the rise of the science of comparative philology. 

A second area in which oriental studies made a great contribution was in raising the standards 
of textual criticism of old classics. Textual criticism had reached a very high level in ancient India 
and also among the Arab scholars of the middle ages. In fact, one might say that the scientific study 
of texts is something which Europe learnt from the scholars of Asia. When Raja Ram Mohan Roy 
used the principles of historical and scientific criticism in the interpretation of Sanskrit texts, he was 
in one sense following the long standing tradition of Indian scholarship, but in another sense, he was 
n of scholars trained in western science. Р 

Oriental scholarship is also mainly responsible for developing the new science of comparas 
religion. There have been disputations among upholders of different faiths is the carliest SC 
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Arabic, Persian, Greek and Hebrew to study religious and philosophical texts from a comparative 
point of view. His exposition of Hindu philosophy and religion in the light of his knowledge of other 
religions and the comparative method he used in exegetical matters have served as models for all later 


students. 
The use of the comparative method was not however confined to the study of religious texts 
. alone. It was soon applied to the field of anthropology and led Frazer to introduce a system 


of parallelism in his interpretation of the history, politics and economics of different societies, It was 

in fact the extension of the comparative method which made anthropology a subject of absorbing interest 

to scholars in many fields. Today, the emphasis of anthropologists may have shifted from parallelism 

but the utility of the comparative method still remains and has been extended to new fields. In recent 

studies in archaeology, the use of the comparative method has led to interesting discoveries of the contacts 

which existed between many ancient civilisations. 

Orientology has also made a great impact on the development of the historical method in the 

western world. When the British first arrived in India, they met here an Islamic historiography that 

was free from the limitations imposed by the Christian hagiographic pattern. It is true that the Muslim 

historians did not try to explain the evolution of society or interpret the movements of historical forces 

but they maintained a high standard of accuracy and conscientiousness in their treatment of a source 

material and the evidence. Muslim historiography may have suffered from undue concentration on 

personalities, military incidents and court cabals, but till the advent of Marx, European historians were 

А equally dominated by the idea of history as а pageant in which events occurred as а result of the intrigues 

and ambitions of kings, generals and politicians. Mirza Abu Talib who died in 1806 was perhaps the 

first Indian scholar who understood the significance of socio-economic factors as the moulding force 
of history. 

I must not however go on adding to the list of subjects in which collaboration between scholars 
from different countries has led to fresh developments in human thought. "Throughout history, such 
contacts between different civilisations and disciplines have led to the most remarkable advances in 
human knowledge. In fact, it would have been surprising if it had been otherwise. While we must 
be deeply grateful to the great orientologists of yesterday and today, we have to point to one disadvantage 
that has resulted from treating orientology as a special discipline. It has tended to separate it from the 
main stream of studies, especially in the universities of Europe and America. Surely, the time has 
now come when orientology must no longer remain the exclusive possession of a privileged few, but as 
in the field of the natural sciences, the contributions of the eastern and the western world in the fields 
of philosophy, literature, language and history must commingle to form a common pool of human 
education and knowledge. Indian philosophy must be viewed as an integral part of world philosophy 
and be studied by everyone who claims to be a student of philosophy and not merely by а handful of 
specialists in Indology. Similarly, Indian history must be regarded as a chapter in the history of man 
and no one in any part of the world should be regarded as fully educated if he is ignorant of 
the remarkable developments which took place in this part of the world. Equally, students in India 

Ota and other countries of Asia and Africa must claim the contributions of savants and scholars of Europe 
| and America as part of their human heritage. Orientology as a discipline has rendered great service 
. in the past in drawing attention to the remarkable contributions made to the development of human 
_ thought by people in the Asian and African countries, but we must now, in a world which is becoming 
increasingly unified through the impact of science and technology, learn to look at the unfoldment of 

... human civilisation as a unified and organic process. 

ES If'we adopt this view, this Session of the Congress in India may prove to be truly historic. The 
minant character of Indian culture from pre-historic times has been its receptivity which enabled 
ndia to welcome and assimilate new currents of thought and practice. This power of synthesis was 

У from an exceptional capacity to adapt, reinterpret and reconcile different points of view. The 
been a broad catholicity of spirit which has exalted the universal over the particular and 
€ the eternal values in the daily practices of life. Unity in diversity is for India not an 
the ve essence of the real. The world as a whole needs today the same spirit of 
universality, if mankind is to survive the challenge of the atomic age. 
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ch the acceptance of diversity in 
ought and action for all mankind. i 


This was followed by the reading of messages from the UN 
conveyed the following message from the Secretary- 


a unified world will be the guiding principle of th 


and the UNESCO. Dr. І. Sternb: 
General of the United Nations: PEE 


I have the pleasure and privilege to convey to you in the name of the Secretar General Ini 
Nations greetings and wishes for a successful session of the XXVI International С P d EE vi E Ee oi 
for the first time in its history meets on Asian soil. Wee See eben 

The Secretary-General of the United N. 
of the objectives of this International Con 
understanding necessary for the peace 
full knowledge and appreciation of one another's culture 


Shri A. K. Ghosh, 


E s Secretary of the Organising Committee followed with a telegraphic message sent to the 
Inaugural Session of th 


e XXVI International Congress of Orientalists by the Director-General of UNESCO: 


I am happy to send the XXVI Session of the Congress of Orientalists, 
Delhi, my most cordial good wishes. I welcome the choice of India for this great gathering of eminent research 
workers from the whole world, thus paying legitimate tribute to her ancient culture. I also recall with pleasure 
the birth of the UNESCO major project for mutual appreciation of East-West cultural values in the same city 
seven years ago. I regret my inability to send a personal representative; but I count on receiving a full account 
of the results from the many friends of UNESCO participating in this Congress. Warmest greetings. 


meeting for the first time in New 


Dr. Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan, the President of India was to have honoured the International Congress of 
Orientalists by delivering the Inaugural address at the XXVI Session. But as the President was not well, 


and so was unable to deliver the address in person, it was read by Prof. Humayun Kabir. Dr, Radhakrishnan 
said: 


I hope you will forgive me for being unable to be present here to greet you in person and welcome 
you to this Congress. 
I have great pleasure in inaugurating this XXVI International Congress of Orientalists. 
| I welcome the delegates, especially those who have come from abroad to attend this Congress. It is a 
| matter of great satisfaction to us that for the first time this Congress is meeting in Asia and in our capital 
in New Delhi. б 
Delhi itself offers to the investigators glimpses into past civilization. We may say that суеп a e. 
thousand years before Christ we had here, in this locality, Indraprastha on which today stands the 
Purana Qila (Old Fort). The city bears the impress of successive eivilizations, especially those of the 
Yaudheyas, the Kushanas, the Moghuls and the British. а 
The Sections into which the Congress is divided, and the subjects to be discussed in those Sections, 
Cover a vast field of civilizations which have grown up in Egypt, Babylon, Syria, Iran, Israel, West e 
Asia and South East Asia. "These civilizations made contributions which are now the heritage of all 
mankind. "Though each of them had literary, artistic, philosophic and religious expressions, some of 
them became more prominent than others in the different cultures. Egypt developed geometry and 
established the calendar. Babylon laid the foundations of astronomy. India gave numerals and 
decimals to the world. Iran and Israel laid emphasis on the law of righteousness. ‘The values for 
H H which the cultures of these great lands have stood have also affected all civilizations, Greek and Roman, 
modern European and American. Even in periods when means of transport and communication hadi 
not been developed, oriental civilization penetrated into the West. Iran and Greece Were ДШ contact : 
with each other and many Indians found their way to Greece through this contagi Asokan TEN NS 
to the West and Alexander's influence on Egypt, Iran and North West India produced a en 


fertilization of cultures. 
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We have a story of the meeting of Socrates and an Indian visitor, reported by Aristoxenes and 
repeated by Eusebius in his Ecclesiastical History. When the Indian visitor found that Socrates was 
interested in the development of human personality, he said that there could not be fulfilment of human 
personality without adequate attention to the spiritual dimension of man. Consequently, secular 
humanism required to be sustained by spiritual wisdom. 

We have again the report of a conversation betwecn Alexander and Dandamis reported by 
A Palladius and translated into Latin by St. Ambrose in the fourth century Am. I just read an English 
4 E translation of it published a few weeks ago. Alexander was greatly struck by the austerity of life and 
] the majesty of philosophical wisdom of the Indian thinker, The Indian told Alexander that natural 
1 desires are quenched easily: thirst by water, hunger by food; but the craving for possessions is an arti- 
ty | ficial one. It goes on unceasingly and never is fully satisfied: “But, thirst being a natural desire, if 
| 
$ 
і 


you drink the water you thirst for, your desire for it ceases. Similarly, if feeling hungry, you receive 
i the food you seek, your hunger comes to an end. If then man’s appetite for gold were on the same 
ы” natural level, no doubt his cupidity would cease as soon as he obtained what he wished for. But this 
^ is not the case. On the contrary, it always comes back, a passion never satiated, and so man's craving 
goes on without end, because it does not proceed from an inclination implanted by naturc.! Manu 

refers to the substance of this: 


na jalu kamah kamanam upabhogena samyait 
havisa krsnavarimeva ` bhuya evabhivardhate* 


Desire is never satisfied by the enjoyment of the objects of desire; it grows more and more as does the 
fire to which fuel is added. 

Alexander abandoned the view that the non-Greek world was barbarian and its people fit only 
to be slaves, All men possessing wisdom and virtue are oftone family. Plutarch says that Alexander 
brought together into one body all men everywhere, uniting and mixing, in one great loving cup as it 
were, men’s lives, their characters, their marriages, their very habits of life. He looked upon the whole 
inhabited world as his fatherland. АП good men are of one family; the only foreigners are the wicked. 
Alexander felt that it was his sacred mission to reconcile mankind. In Egypt, in Iran, in North West 
India, he felt the impact of the great civilizations of the East and looked upon them as worthy partners 
of the Hellenic civilization. Shortly before his death Alexander held a banquet to celebrate the end 
ofa great war and he invited to it 9,000 people—Hellenes and non-Hellenes. At the end of it he prayed 
for peace, for the partnership of all peoples of the world to live in amity and concord. Homo-noia, of 
one mind; the world should be based on a communion of minds and hearts. | 

It is the same task which is set before us today: that the world should get together with 
a heightened sense of the dignity of man and the brotherhood of peoples. In recent times, the study of | 
oriental civilizations has accelerated this process. Sir William Jones, who was a Judge of the High 
Court in Calcutta in 1784, started a revolution in the study of oriental civilization. He was himself 
a student of Arabic, Persian and Sanskrit. He affirmed the affinity of many of the European languages 
with Sanskrit. The similarities of European languages and Sanskrit indicate the extent of the agree- 
ment reached by ditferent peoples in the matter of economic organization, religious thought and 
social structure. ; | 

Professor Gordon Childe writes: “It would be absurd to suggest that any two tribes living, say, | 
in Greece and India and speaking quite unconnected dialects, on reaching thesame level of development 
should have hit upon such similar words for “father”, “fall, and “five” and inflected them in such 
similar ways as the Vedic Indians and the Homeric Greeks did in fact do. The primitive culture must 
be the stage of development reached by several peoples while living sufficiently closc together to com- 
municate.? = 

These similarities suggest that the two peoples, the ancient Greeks and the Vedic Indians, 
must have been in communication with each other though neither possessed any recollection of thosc Ё 
times and they met as strangers when both areas became part of the Persian Empire. 


1The Brahman Episode, cd. by S. V. Yankowski, pp. 21-23. “Manu 11, 94. S The European Inheritance (1954) vol. 1, р. 84- 
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Today, all the peoples of the worl 
science and the devices of technolo 


though it is Split up into diff iti 
| у 23 a - < : ; Е erent communities. It 
| is now striving for the recovery of its basic ur ty and the reconciliation of different cultures. 'The 


es to be rich in range and majestic in its Scope; and 


1а have been influenced by Indian thought, notably 
in Germany, Professor Winternitz and Professor Lesny 
rica, Sylvain Levi in France, Sherbatsky 
MacDonell and Thomas in Britain and literary 
ing merely a few prominent names which occur 


| in the Soviet Union, Colebrooke, Cowell, Hodgson, 
figures like Yeats and AE in Ireland. 
to me now. 


We are living in a period of disintegration of faith and growing disillusionment about the 


traditional values which have come down to us. All eras of transition are periods of disintegration 


and renewal. People nurtured in the spirit of science and ethical humanism are unwilling to accept 
anything on authority. So in many parts of the world people are giving up their traditional faith. 
| In this situation, the values for which this country has stood may be of some relevance. The Indian 

tradition asks us to accept nothing on trust or authority but to test everything by experience. Religion 
is direct encounter with the Supreme reality and insight into the mystery of things, into the meaning 
| of existence. It is anubhava or samsparsa of the Divine. This is the state of awakening according to 
| the Buddhists, of meta-nota or change of consciousness according to the Christians. When once we 
possess this authentic spirit of religion, which we feel in the pulse of our being, we realize that those 
who have attained it form one spiritual kingdom. The experience is ineffable that the Supreme 
is incapable of being expressed in logical propositions or linguistic symbols. So its different stages 
| are described as the Transcendent Reality, the Deepest Self or the Cosmic Lord— 


I am mention 


brahmeti paramatmeti bhagavan iti sabdyate 


The Transcendent is God above all Gods—devati deva. We will discover Him in the depths of our 
being. So He is paramatman. He is also worshipped as the Lord of the World. ‘There is the con- 
frontation of I and Thou, God and the World. These varying accounts do not constitute conflicting 
descriptions but express different orders of being of the Supreme. Men may come from east and 
west, from this religion or that, but they are of the one family of God; the pathways we tread, the 
names we give, fade away into insignificance when we stand face to face in the glowing light of the 
Divine. When we touch the flame of the Divine a generous hospitality to different creeds and forms 
arises. We always have reverence for the inaccessible core of another human being, the potential 
divinity that dwells wrapped up in another human soul. Naturally, such a religion requires us to 
recognize the potential spiritual possibilities of the human being and to discard the artificial distinctions 
which man-made institutions have inflicted on human beings and the shackles of serfdom and helotry. 
A truly religious man will spend his life in the service of the unfortunate, the E the 
ignorant, the poor and the destitute. According to the Indian traditions—Hindu, y ae Ta 
and Sikh—he who conquers himself is a greater conqueror than one who conquers in bat ea thousand 
times a thousand men. The so-called stress on asceticism is not to be associated with a negative 
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human beings. Every human being has rational, ethical and spiritual sides. It is wrong to think 
that some people are rational and others spiritual. 
Every religion has to live up to this high quality of spiritual adventure or it will fade away, 
It is this religion that we require in the contemporary situation. | 
Today the world is eager for the development of a world community based on unity and harmony | 
as distinct from unanimity and uniformity. We have to remember what the great teachers of the world | 
have affirmed, that all men are brothers, and that their differences are not to be obliterated but are | 
to be fostered and sustained by mutual understanding. We must learn from other peoples’ beliefs | 
and experiences. We have come to realize that conflicts between countries can no morc be settled | 
by wars, which are devastating in their character. There are no losers or winners, nor victors or | 
vanquished, in modern war. The differences require to be reconciled in a larger understanding 
of human depth and its varied expression. Through sheer political folly and fanatical zeal for our 
own view, we may bring about the end of the world. We must learn to be loyal to the whole human 
race. Exclusive loyalty to an individual nation or group or creed is not enough in the present world. 
You, the explorers of the art, literature and thought of the world's varied cultures, you have 
a more decisive voice in shaping the minds, and hearts of the people than even political leaders. Let 
us dedicate ourselves today, in the spirit of scholarship which knows no frontiers, which, if genuine, 
breeds humility and tolerance, to the task of building a new world, to ridding ourselves of every trace 
of hatred, intolerance, and fanaticism of every variety. Let us move forward to a great meeting 
where we respect every man, every race, every culture, every creed. The world craves for fellowship. 
The spirit of this land, from the time of the Rg Veda till today, asks us to move together to develop 
common ideals and purposes: 


samgacchadhuam samvadadhvam sam vô manamsi janatam 
samani mantrah samilih samani samanam manah saha cillamesam 
3 samani va akulih samana hrdayani vah 

samanamastu vo mano yatha vah susahasatit 


Meet together, talk together: d 
May your minds comprehend alike: 

Common be your action and achievement: 
Common be your thoughts and intentions: 
Gommon be the wishes of your hearts 

So there may be thorough union among you. 


The Academic Secretary, Prof. R. N. Dandekar announced that the Organising Committee had constitu- 
ted а Consultative Committee of the Congress which would meet that afternoon at 3 o'clock. The members 
of the Consultative Committee were: 


A. Abu-Bakr Russell Jones 
A. L. Basham Humayun Kabir 
Louis Bazin Olivier Lacombe 


R. W. Beachey 
Hermann Berger 
W. Norman Brown 
R. N. Dandekar 

I. M. Diakonoff 
Kazuo Enoki 

A. Falkenstein 

B. G. Gafurov 


1Rg Veda : 10, 192. 


Georg Morgenstierne 
Boris Piotrovsky 

I. Poure-Davoud 
Wilfred С. Smith 
Ludwik Sternbach 
Paul Thieme 


‘Zeki У. Togan 


P. J. Zoetmulder 
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The Inaugural Session then came to an end with a vote of 
thanks moved by P 
; y Prof. W. Norman Brown: 


Though this meeting of the International Go 

meeting of the Congress, it is only the second or third 
? was held in Algiers; the 22nd in Istanbul. 

ancient and great civilizations which oriental 
of the privilege we have in meeting here and 
people, which has today through its first ci 
hospitality for which India has been noted 
has that hospitality been expressed more gra 

Those of us who work especially in th 


ngress of Orientalists in New Delhi is the 26th 
hird to be held outside of Europe. The 14th Congress 
This 15 the first to meet in the homeland of one dc 
ists study. All of us guests, therefore, are keenly aware 
aware also that we are being entertained by an oriental 
tizen and highest officer given us a welcome with the 
from the times of the Rig Veda to the present. Never 
ciously than in President Radhakrishnan’s words today. 


€ field of Indian civiization i 
also kn i 
India has had throughout her recorded literature to the search for Truth. How pe m diras M 


appeared in the speculations of the Rig Veda and the Upanishads, the Systematic analyses and ex- 
positions of the philosophers, the teachings of the Buddha, of Mahavira, of all the great religious 


geniuses of this land! We know, too, the tolerance which India's great thinkers have had for a wide 
spectrum of intellectual propositions and attitudes, the ran 


1 ¢ ge of ideas which they have been willin 
to consider and discuss openmindedly and dispassionately, on their merits. We know from our x 
previous experiences in India that this spirit still rules here, Truly India has taken to her heart 


Kalidas's admonition not to venerate something merely because it is old, nor to reject it merely because 
it is new. This country, this city, therefore, is an appropriate place for'considering the broad range 
of subject matter on our programme. This point is clear to non-Indianists, too, in President Radha- 
krishnan’s word of welcome. Ў 

Scholars, especially Indic scholars, inevitably view India's spokesman of today in two ways. 
He is, for one, President Radhakrishnan, who holds the uniquely eminent position of chief of state 
ofthe great Republic of India. But he is, for the other, Dr. and Professor Radhakrishnan, the patient 
inquiring scholar, author, teacher. Не is both intellectual leader and political crest jewel. His very 
address as it was read confirmed our expectation of an atmosphere in Delhi congenial to our delibera- 
tions, our formal sessions, our informal conversations, the whole body of the Congress’s activities. 
He symbolizes in himself and in his utterances his country's hospitality, giving to the guest the warmth 
at once of physical entertainment and intellectual scholarly association and stimulus. He carries 
with him the subtle intangible atmosphere of science and learning developed in his native land, that 
atmosphere in which the search for truth can flourish. 

I have the honour, therefore, Mr. Chairman, to move that this Congress, here in plenary session, 
express its appreciation of the generous welcome it is receiving in India by voting its thanks to our 
distinguished leader, our honoured colleague for his cordial and inspiriting greeting. 


A special meeting of the Inaugural Session was held in the evening of the 4th of January to hear a talk. 
by Shri Jawaharlal Nehru, Prime Minister of India, who was unable to attend the morning Session because 
of other duties. Prof. Humayun Kabir welcomed the Prime Minister in the following words: 


It is a great pleasure and privilege to welcome to this special séssion of the International | 


Congress of Orientalists, Shri Jawaharlal Nehru, Prime Minister of India and a historian and humanis 
who has added a new dimension to our understanding of human relations, a scholar who is 


his own right as a scholar (Applause). ~in a Universi 
I remember many years ago as a student and later as a young lecturer in a Univers! 


Y c | was: 
with interest and admiration his wonderful and panoramic survey of the history O£ pan ИШДИ 
by the way in which he presented the inter-relation of events an 


regions of the world, drawing upon one another's resources. s 
been inspired by a deep humanism, by sympathy and compassion p a T so i 
the oppressed, the under-privileged, the ignorant, the illiterate, the p m ET i i 
throughout the world. It is this quality of humanism, this quality of feeling and s) 
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underdog which has brought him into politics, and through politics, to the service of India and the 
world. , 
You are all aware of the contribution which Mr. Nehru has made to cement friendly relations 
between different countries of the world, different peoples with differing and sometimes even conflicting 
ideologies. He has been one of the great peace-makers of the modern world, and this Congress of 
scholars, this Congress of people who are interested in the arts, in the humanities, in all the contribu- 
tions of man to the peaceful ways of life, is specially grateful to him that he has, in spite of a very busy 
schedule, taken time to come and address us. 

I may inform the delegates that Mr. Nehru was leaving Delhi this afternoon, but we appealed 
to him to come and meet the scholars from all over the world who are anxious to listen to him ; and 
he changed his programme, and at considerable personal inconvenience, he will now be going tomorrow 
morning (Applause). For this also, I am sure we arc all grateful to him. 

I will not stand any longer between the audience and Shri Jawaharlal Nehru. 


Going to the rostrum amidst cheers, Shri Jawaharlal Nehru delivered the following address: 


I am somewhat embarrassed at this moment, specially after hearing what Prof. Kabir, the 
President, has said about me. I must confess to you that I do not claim to be a scholar or a historian. 
What I am, it is difficult for me to say. It is—a dabbler in many things. But I certainly feel a 
certain—shall I say?—embarrassment standing before this distinguished audience of Orientalists 
because, apart from dabbling in many things, I have not studied carefully the works of Orientalists. 
I have thought it important and occasionally seen what they have done, more to understand what 
the past has to show us and to relate it to the present, in so far as that was possible. That does not 
entitle me to speak before this audience about the subjects that interest you. 

Why is a person an orientalist? I suppose the^very idea involves people from outside this 
oriental sphere, as it may be called, looking into the ancient lives and thoughts of those who were 
resident in this sphere. I have been resident, born and bred, here, and I cannot very well look at 
it from outside; of course, even looking at it from inside, if the mind be adapted to other things—one 
‘may look at it from the point of view of an outsider also. ] 

I suppose that the original study by western scholars of oriental lore was conditioned chiefly 
by curiosities, chiefly by trying to know what it was all about, and I feel grateful to the many eminent 
scholars in Europe who have studied these subjects and shed a great deal of light, having studied them 
from the point of view of modern scholarship and criticism and not merely as perhaps an Indian is 
likely to do in regard to India, overburdened by the thoughts and feelings of our forbears which pursue 
us still. ; 
Now, many of our people are also adopting the modern scientific methods of study. But what 
is the object of the study, apart from curiosity? It is, I suppose, to learn how people thought and 
acted in the old world. It is extraordinary how in some countries—and one of them is India—these old 
ideas and thoughts have clung to the people, and have survived all kinds of ups and downs, and still 
affect them and their lives. One would say that there is something important, something enduring 
in those thoughts which have lasted so long in spite of all manner of events that have happened, not 
in India only, but in other countries too. 

At the same time, those thoughts have got tied up with many others, that certainly are not of 
a lasting nature. Various customs have grown through the years which we find a little difficult to 
discard although they have no particular virtue now, and in fact may have many disadvantages attached 
tothem. But it is for scholars to distinguish between the real things and the dross attached to it which 
grows with the ages. 

India is one of the few countries, which still has a more or less continuous tradition for a long 
time past. That tradition’ is based on the thinking current in India long ago; it is also based on all 
manner of customs that have gradually grown and covered our lives which we find difficult to get 
rid of. Among the other countries, most of them ancient countries, whose histories you have studied, 
there has been a definite break between the ancient period and the modern period. That break, I 
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think, has not come to India. It has affected India 


But there has been no sudden break 


discard the old and uproot ourselves, for 
come down tous. If we want to give it up, 
But we cannot live in the past. ale. eet n 
nd it, adapt it to our 
i f the problems before 
us. 

Many of you, ladies and gentlemen, arc interested in finding out the old and the very old from 
various points of view. The chief thing that interests me, 


that fills my mind, is how t i 
between the old and the new, because I do not find it go и "RAE е, 


1 od enough to discard the old, and obviously 
I cannot discard the new. The two have to be broughttogether. It may be that the new, as we know 
3 d 


it, important as it is, lacks some of the depth of the old. I am not talking of India only but of other 
countries too, with ancient civilisations. There was a certain depth, something that even now has a 
meaning. In the life of today, with its rush and hurry and technical developments (which are very 
important in their own way) we are apt to lose something of the values that the old civilisations gave 
us. And that is why I have tried to think of a way as to how the two can be joined together. 

In the modern world, with all its great virtues and advantages, one finds a certain superficiality 
and a certain lack of depth and a certain something that takes the value out of life. Whether the old 
world had it or not, I do not know. Possibly when I talk of the old world I talk about the writers 
and thinkers only, and not of the masses of people. Yet I suppose even the masses were to some 
extent governed by the thinking of'the age, and I do not know how we can keep the depths of the 
old world and join them to the speed of the new. I suppose we live now, as we always have lived 
to some extent, in a transitional age. Only today the transitions are much more rapid, due to the 
enormous advance that science and technology have made and are making. That makes it a little 
more difficult for us to adapt ourselves continuously:to the new things, changing all the time. Living 
in this new world, where our standards and ideals are changing all the time a little thinking of the 
old world would help us to keep our balance, and not become something without roots or balance, 
rushing about from one place to another. : 

You, ladies and gentlemen, try to discover the ancient past in various countries and find out 
what it stood for. That is history; and, of course, history is interesting. That perhaps leads you 
to think of other things also, of what is there in the thinking of the old, which has still some meaning 
for us, whether it was Plato or somebody else, some of our ancient sages, Confucius and others—of 
what they said which is of value to us today. That, I suppose, is one of the chief. values of those studies. 
Sometimes I find that the specialists in these studies look upon them as museum pieces, unconnected 
with life's every-day happening, as we look at a museum, as something old, unconnected with life 
a How can you bring about that connection between the two? It is a EERE Re i) = 
with changing conditions and searching out new avenues. But with all ше HEES that we SC 
SE : ster ў the forces that control it, and technology and 
it is essentially knowledge of the external world and REN Ee 
science. It is not very much concerned with knowledge of yourself or o guise d b p i 
the ancient saying, the Greek saying; the Indian saying or that of any other country, w е р р 

i i i . “Know Thyself”. Theancient way of thinking really 
always laid stress ова Peso aaa SE e т about the external world in which 
concentrated itself on knowing oneself, and hey шр Eé GE world—iüis very necessary that 
they lived. Today we are concentrating out SE I x he is, and do not know much about it. 
we do it—but perhaps we ignore the individual and м | с have to be, I suppose, combined 
The two approaches, the external approach and the internal approach, ) 


in order to make us realise what we are now, 
to you, but I am not sure if it is not outside t 
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that it is desirable for us to learn something of ourselves, apart from learning something of the outside 
world about us. Therefore, perhaps in this era of change thatisso confusing today, it would be helpful 
if we thought quietly about ourselves, about the world at large, and not merely be concerned with the 
atom bomb and how to escape it. Of course, we want to escape the atom and hydrogen bombs; we 
all want to have peace, without which there can be no progress. But in addition to that, it may be 
necessary to go a little more deeply into what we are, what the world is and where it is taking us to. 
As a politician, I am tied up with day-to-day occurrences and have little time to think of the 
deeper things of life. Yet, nevertheless, sometimes I am forced to think of them; and I wonder what 
oe all this is about that we are indulging in and whether it is worth-while our doing many things that 
we do. Yet I do believe that there is some force which fashions our destiny, which in spite of all the 
dangers and drawbacks, leads us forward; that perhaps the human race is as a whole going forward 
not in the merely material sense (which it is) but also in other ways—and that out of this tremendous 
confusion of today something better will arise. It is in the fashioning of that better world that perhaps 
the old thoughts of our forbears in various countries could help us. Therefore, the study of them in | 
an understanding way ought to prove very useful to us. In India there is a wealth of matter to be | 
studied. I do not know how many books there are, but I am told there are in Sanskrit alone 50,000 
or more books listed in catalogues, many of them not seen, not read norconsidered carefully yet, apart 
from the other visible evidence of our ancient thinking in our temples and structures. 
I suppose the same is the сазе in other countries. So the study of these must throw some light not 
only on the past thinking, apart from the past way of life, but also help us in the present because, after 
all, our history is a very short one going back but a few thousand years, and in these few thousand | 
years all these changes have taken place. If we could discover the essence of things from a study of 
the past and the present, we might be able to serve the cause of the future a little better, and not leave 
it to take its own shape as it chooses. : 
You will realise, Distinguished Delegates, that I have not much to say to you and, therefore, Bai 
I am wandering on various odd things that strike me; I am not touching the subjects you study in 
India or Egypt or China or Mesopotamia. I think they are highly fascinating—those subjects. There 
is still, I believe, the question of the scripts of the Mohenjo-daro period. It has not been solved yet. 
With the solution of it we might have further light thrown on that period and subsequent periods-which 
come after it. 
Those are interesting, no doubt, but for me their interest lies chiefly in the light they throw 
к on the present. I think they can and they do throw some light—the development of the human 
species, how it has developed internally as well as externally. Apart from this, the work of orientalists, 
which, perhaps, is considered not very useful from the point of view of the modern world, seems to 
me of extreme importance because they throw that light on our past ways and our past thinking and | 
past action. I hope that your labours in this conference will shed more and more light on our past, | 
| 
| 
| 


and so will help us to see the present in its proper perspective and not as something cut off from the 
past. | . 

"Therefore, I welcome this Conference. You have already been received by my colleague. 
I also, on behalf of the Government of India, bid you warm welcome to our city of Delhi and hope 
that your labours will be rewarding and interesting, and will lead to our understanding the world of | 
today а little better. If we find out the roots out of which it has grown, we are likely to understand 
the present day more and more. Some people think that the present day is so cut off from the old | 
that it is not necessary to care about the old. I do not think that is a very helpful way of thinking. Së 
We can only understand the present if we know. something of the past out of which ithas grown. Your 
labours, no doubt, throw light on this past and help us, therefore, to understand this present in a deeper 
sense than its superficial understanding. 

I welconie you all again and wish you success in your labours. Thank you. 


Prof. Zeki Togan (delegate from Turkey) and Prof. Humayun Kabir concluded this special session by 
thanking the Prime Minister of India for his very thought-provoking address, | 
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PLENARY SESSION 


The Plenary Session of the XXVI International Congress of Orientalists was held on the afternoon of 
Tuesday the 7th January 1964 in the main hall of Vigyan Bhavan. Prof. Humayun Kabir presided; and 
the session was well attended. у 

Dr. Dandekar, Secretary of the Consultative Committee, reported that the Committee had unanimously 
recommended to the Plenary Session that the invitation jointly extended by the American Oriental Society 
and the Association for Asian Studies to hold the XXVII Session of the International Congress of Orientalists 
in the U.S.A. be accepted. This recommendation was accepted by the delegates with acclaim. SCH 

A suggestion had been made at a joint meeting of the American Oriental Society and of the Association. dea 
for Asian Studies that the statutes of the International Congress of Orientalists should be revised. The 
Consultative Committee had appointed a Sub-Committee consisting of: 


Prof. A. Abu-Bakr, U.A.R. Prof. Olivier Lacombe, France. 

Prof. W. Norman Brown, U.S.A. Prof. G. Morgenstierne, Norway. 

Prof. A. І. Basham, U.K. ` Prof I. Poure-Davoud, Iran. Я 
Prof. I. М. Diakonoff, U.S.S.R. Prof. Paul 'Thieme, Federal Republic of Germany; and 
Prof. К. Enoki, Japan. Prof. R. N. Dandekar, India, Convener. І 


to go into this question, and report to the Consultative Committee before it met on the 9th January 1 
The Committee would then place its recommendations before the Plenary Session at the concluding ses 
the follotving day. " 


each Congress to maintain the continuity a Committee of three should visit the place where the next Coon 
is to meet. The Committee of three should consist of: 

the Secretary of the last Congress; 

the Secretary of the Congress to be held; and 

a member to be appointed by the Organising Committee of the Congress in session. 
Accordingly, at the Munich Congress in 1957 a Committee of three was appointed, and that Com 
visited Moscow a month before the XXV Congress opened in August 1960. The Gommittee of three appointe 
by the Moscow Congress visited Delhi rather late, and met the members of the present Organising Committee 
not more than ten days before the opening of the Congress. This did not give enough time to ma а 
major changes in the arrangements; and the Consultative Committee had therefore recommended that th 
Committee of three should visit the venue of future Congresses for discussions with the Organising Committe 
at least three months before the opening session. This recommendation was accepted by the P 
Session. А б: 
The President informed the session that notices of two resolutions had been received by the Secr 
As it was the convention that before any resolution is considered at a Plenary Session it must first be 
by the Consultative Committee, he suggested that the two resolutions, after having been formall m 
should be referred to the Consultative Committee for consideration at the meeting to be seg ощ the 
January, and placed before the Plenary Session on the 10th of January with the Committee's réci ; 
tions. А à - 

Thereupon Dr. Buddha Prakash moved the following resolution: 7 


“In view of the growing number of persons attending the International Congr 
the papers they submit to the Congress, and considering the difficulties of rea ing 
of them in detail, so necessary for the furtherance of research, a macl eg А 
form of an expert committee to screen the members and their papers for рш ро 


they are fit for acceptance in the Congress." ee 
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56 PROCEEDINGS OF TWENTY-SIXTH CONGRESS OF ORIENTALISTS 
He was followed by Shri L. P. Lhalungpa who moved the following resolution: 


“THE INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF ORIENTALISTS, MINDFUL of the great intrinsic interest of accurate 
knowledge about the people, the land, history, culture, fauna, flora and other aspects of Tibet; and 
AWARE of the serious gaps in such knowledge as well as of the difficulty of access to such recorded 
knowledge as may exist in scattered monographs, books and articles or manuscripts in a variety of 
languages; and Aware also of the diminishing number of indigenous Tibetan scholars who are both 
the product and the interpreters of traditional Tibetan civilisation which itself is now undergoing 
drastic and unprecedented changes; and 

CONVINGED ofthe urgent necessity of recording knowledge about all aspects of Tibet as comprehensively 
and authentically as possible, REGOMMENDs that 

l. AcriNG with due appreciation of the urgency of the matter UNESCO should appoint a 
Committee of scholars to consider and report on the feasibility of preparing an Encyclopaedia Tibetica 
which would attempt to record in a Systematic manner carefully authenticated knowledge of all aspects 
accessible to scholars of Tibet; 

FURTHER recommends that 

2. UNESCO should invite the Committee of scholars, if the Committee deems the compilation 
of such an encyclopaedia desirable and feasible, to prepare a general outline of the proposed Encyclo- 
paedia Tibetica, together with an estimate of the time and monetary budget required for its completion 
and a general procedural plan for executing the work 5 

З. INVITES GOVERNMENTS and other authorities concerned to lend their support to this resolution 
and to facilitate the efforts of UNESCO and of the above mentioned Committee of scholars to implement 
its provisions." 


А 

On behalf of the Deutsche Morgenlandische Gesellschaft Dr. A. Falkenstein made an announcement 
about the Lidzbarski Medal. Unfortunately, no manuscript had been submitted dealing with the subject 
proposed at the Moscow Congress, namely, “The Poetic Literature of Ugaritic". The Lidzbarski Committee 
(consisting of four persons, one each from England, France, Germany and the U.S.A.) had therefore decided 
to award the Medal to Lady E. S. Drower of Oxford (England) because of her work on the traditions and 
the language of Mandacans. Lady Drower’s studies, begun during a stay of many years in Baghdad, and 
recently completed by the publication of a Mandaeic dictionary, was considered by the Committee to be the 
continuation and the consummation of Lidzbarski's work. 

He added that his Committee had selected “Aspects of Pagan or Gnostic Religion in the Near East" 
as the subject for the next competition. Manuscripts may be in English, German, or French; and must 
be sent to the Secretary of the Deutsche Morgenlandische Gesellschaft at least six months before the next 
International Congress of Orientalists meets. 


The business of the Plenary Session having been completed in good time, the President invited Mr. J. D. 
Pearson, Librarian of the School of Oriental and African Studies in the University of London, to give a 
talk on Oriental Bibliography. Mr. Pearson apologised for speaking extempore before so distinguished 
an audience, and then said: 


My idea of the functioning of bibliography is that it should seek to record and to bring under 
control the vast mass of publications now being produced in all countries relating to the subjects with 
which we are concerned. In our own field of oriental or Asian studies, this mass is of considerable 
dimensions. We are told that in Japan alone, every year at least 20,000 books are published, of which 
some 40 per cent are considered to be important for our studies. In India, the figure is perhaps some- 
thing like 17,005 monographic publications. In the United Arab Republic, every year some 1,000 
publications may be assumed to be of first class importance for our studies. 

Naturally enough, we are not only concerned with the publications of Asian countries; we are 
also concerned with the productions of scholars in the countries of Europe, America and Australia. 
After all, we have to take in one another’s ‘washing’. In the U.K. last year, some 1,000 books on 
Oriental or African subjects were produced, and of course a great many more periodical articles. 
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But the main reason why I wanted to address this Con 
І felt that Gr was an important subject which ought to receiv 
Internationa gres i i ° PACA 
ИСЕ ЕО 
his main proposal was that the Orientalische Biblio и hie sh E d E шр е ET S 
recall that this valuable work was produced in Ge a " E x many yea RON OE NE | 
August о Ее | ermany for a great many years. It was founded by 
g E e atterly by Lucien Scherman, and it covered the whole of the literature. 
A Ee SC 2 S Ce SE E S a ш whole of that period, it performed the same function; 
2 i | o get the documentation necessary for their studies. The ж 
zenith of this was reached in the volume for 1911 when 7,307 titles of books and articles were recorded | 
as well as a vast number о books reviewed. 
M. Gaudefroy-Demombynes, regretting the demise of this extremely useful publication 
proposed that attempts should be made to revive it, and he suggested that every country should Seier 
a national committee which would appoint two of its members to serve on an international committee 
which would collect material and publish it. There would be two sections of the bibliography, the 
first of which was to include works in any language relating to linguistics; archaeology, history, science, * 
philosophy and religion, sociology and folk-lore in Asia, Africa and Oceania. The second section 
was to contain works written in each of the languages of Asia and Africa constituting the actual 
literature of eastern lands and consisting of poetry, novels, drama, criticism as well as learned works 
relating to the relevant subjects. It was suggested that means should be found for eliminating un- 
important books and articles. -As a librarian, I strongly support this suggestion. It is one thing to 
know all that is being published in the various countries where these studies arc pursued; it is another 
to choose the ones that are important to be added to our libraries and preserved for the benefit of 


9 


scholars for all times. » 

The Congress itself adopted a resolution to the effect that ап Orientalist Bibliography should 
be set up similar in form to the former Orientalische Bibliographie. The Congress decided that the 
Permanent International. Committee should elaborate plans and look for means for bringing about 
with the assistance of scientific bodies the establishment of this bibliography. 

However, nothing very much seems to have been achieved in this direction; and in 1953 it was 
reported that the International Union of Orientalists had indicated that a general bibliography in 
this field could hardly be envisaged and that it would, for the time being, limit its activities to Egyptian, 
Ethiopian and Buddhist bibliographies. Quite incidentally, I for one would welcome more information 
about this rather, nebulous organisation, the International Union of Orientalists, about which we hear 
very little on the whole at these International Congresses. I would like to suggest that we should 
not take its decision of 1953 for granted, but use all means that we could to persuade it to give another 
look at this question and see what could be done about it. 

It may well be that there is too much being published in these days to try and bring out another 
publication of the size of the Orientalische Bibliographie. Of course, an attempt was made at the School 
of Oriental and African Studies—happily before I arrived there—to bring out a publication which Y 
was to be called the Oriental Year which was, in fact, to replace the Orientalische Bibliographie. Many 
prominent English scholars served on the editorial board of the project which, unfortunately, proved 
abortive for various reasons which I need not go into here. But, nevertheless, even if it should be 
found impossible, to revive the Orientalische Bibliographie, T think the other part of Gaudefroy- 
Demombynes’ suggestion that national committees should be formed and attempts made to list the 
publications issued in the various countries relating to oriental studies is an extremely good one and 
ought to be examined further. This has, of course, already been done to some extent in M Р 
Recently, in Italy, for instance, the National Commission for UNESCO issued a ‘publication entit 
Contributo italiano alla conoscenza dell Oriente which listed all the works produced in that ¢ | 
oriental studies from 1935 to 1958. In fact, there is a whole series of publications going back to 1842 ` 
Which list the Orientalist productions of Italian scholars. У f ori M i 

The United Kingdom, too, has recently started to list all PL E PA ; : 
studies which are published there. That has been done in the issues of the Bulletin of the 


T" 


5 
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British Orientalisis. In some Asian countries, too, as for instance, Japan, a publication is issued which 
lists all the books and articles on oriental subjects published in Japan. 
"There is a lot to be said about these bibliographies being brought out on a national scale. It 
isso much easier toobtain the publications in the first instance and that perhaps is the main advantage 
of having them done in this way. They come more quickly too. This is not to denigrate in any way 
the great efforts being made by some periodical publications elsewhere to list the current 
productions throughout the whole world on these subjects. I need only refer to the Bibliography 
Риз. of Asian studies which is published by the Association of Asian Studies in America or the Abstracta 
Ri Islamica which appeared in the Revue des études islamiques. I think that even these publications would 
pd be vastly improved if they could draw upon the national bibliographies of the type that I recommend. 
So I would like to suggest to this Congress that the proposals of Gaudefroy-Demombynes should again 
be considered carefully either by the permanent consultative. committee or perhaps by the Inter- 
national Union of Orientalists. : 

"There is one more point which I would like to make, and that is, whether it is useful to have 
this complete list of publications. Whether they be useful or not, it is quite impossible for 
anyone to read all of them. In the field of Islam alone, for instance, are published at least 1,500 
articles every year in European languages. So, anyone who tries to read all that is published 
on Islam would have to read three articles every working day and four on Sundays and still find 
time to read books and articles in oriental languages! Even if you can contrive to read all 
that appears on your own subject, it is manifestly impossible to keep up with the developments in subjects 
on which you would like to be informed. I would, therefore, suggest that consideration should also 
be given to the sponsoring of annual scientific reports on various branches of oriental studies. Here 
again, we go back to a publication issued many years ago in Germany which supplied annual research 
reports on oriental studies. This was started as long ago as 1846 and it continued until 1881, and 

j later on was revived in 1907 and published until 1919 in the ZDMG. These are quite succinct accounts 
d of the principal developments in all branches of these studies and, in my opinion, this would be 
extremely useful today. i 


, di Thanking Mr. Pearson for his talk on a very fascinating subject, the President asked Mr. Morgenstierne 
Ka _ whether he would like to say anything on behalf of the International Union of Orientalists. The latter dis- 


= — daimedanyrightto speak on behalf of the International Union of Orientalists because the previous day Dr. 
— Parr of Copenhagen had been elected as the new President. But since he had been invited to speak he would 
x E to say that the Union was founded in 1951 during the XXII Congress of Orientalists at Istanbul as a sort 
; ` ermediary to distribute grants given by UNESCO for a number of international undertakings and publica- . 
sofgeneralimportance. He did not have a complete list of the publications of the IUO; but from memory 
ientioned a number of them: a dictionary of Mahabharata; a Buddhist Bibliography: a Sumerian Lexico- 
phy; the Fundamentals of Turkish Philosophy; A Corpus Inscriptianum Iranicum; an Atlas of Iranian 
ў Languages. The Union had rather small funds at its disposal, but its objectives were worthy of support; and 
SE he hoped it would be possible to enlarge its activities by obtaining financial support from other sources. 
А Sf 


Mr. Pearson referred to the fact that this bibliography is itself becoming quite a formidable one. 
ys, when we go to a library sometimes we find that the catalogue is bigger than the 

f some smaller libraries. There was a time when a person with 200 manuscripts was held 
we a very rich library and people came from far-off lands to consult them. Printing has brought 


gret the multiplication of books, for it has certainly added to the worries and the burden 
oughout the world. Some of you may remember the old saying: “Much reading is 
"à Today, the flow of publications is more formidable than all the waterfalls—the 
Victoria Falls and others—put together. Even in any narrow section of a subject 


Hee 
abre st of the new books, periodicals and paper that are poured out. 
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Bibliography has therefore become very im 
alone can the scholar hope to keep abreast with the 
we shall very soon have to have bibliographies of bib 
but many more will be required. Then, 
country-wise and so on. 


portant, because through proper bibliographies. 
growth of knowledge in his own field. Perhaps 
liographies. I am told that there is already one 
ЖАП perhaps, the bibliographies will also break up subject-wise, 
I hope it will not break up author-wise; but even that may occur. 
We are very thankful to Mr. Pearson for the very interesting and useful contribution he has С 
made. We are also thankful to the delegates who have given us some idea of what is being done in 
their countries. I suppose, in every country today, some attempt is being made at bibliography of one 
type or another. We have also started a bibliography here from 1900. You may ask why we have 
started from 1900. It is for the simple reason that we think that, if we can get it done from 1900 till 
today, it will then be a much simpler task to tackle the books published prior to 1900. We have come 
up to about 1947, as far as I remember, and perhaps in another few years we shall come up to 1964. 
Then we will go back from 1900. This is a general purpose bibliography and not a bibliography of 
the type Mr. Pearson had in mind. | 

The need for a proper bibliography is felt in every sphere of knowledge. We had the first 
Asian History Congress here in Delhi two years ago. Yesterday, we were talking of orientology and 
occidentology. We found that our lack of knowledge of one another inside Asia was almost as colossal 
as the lack of knowledge between the occident and the orient. One of the resolutions passed at that 
Asian History Congress was that every Asian country should prepare a bibliography of the historical 
literature of that country. We had a promise that this bibliography would be handed over to us by 
the end of 1962, І am very sorry to say that 1962 has gone, 1963 has gone and we are still waiting for 
these national bibliographies from many countries. The first part of the report of the Asian History 
Congress is almost ready. We cannot undertake the publication of the second and the third parts 
till we get the bibliographies. "Therefore, I take this opportunity of appealing to all delegates from 
Asian countries that they may kindly try to expedite the despatch of the bibliography of history from 
their own countries. This would be one step towards the preparation of that more comprehensive 
oriental bibliography which Mr. Pearson has in view. 

Once again, on your behalf and my own, I thank Mr. Pearson. 1 also thank all of you for giving 
him a patient hearing. c : 

Now, for the first time during the session, in the rather busy schedule of your papers and discus- 
sions, you have a full hour and half which is entirely your own. 
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The concluding session of the XXVI International Congress of Orientalists was held in the main hall of 
Vigyan Bhavan at 2-30 P.M. on Friday the 10th of January 1964, with Prof. Humayun Kabir (President of 
the XXVI Congress) in the chair. 

After a general report on the Congress had been presented the report of the Consultative Committee was 
placed before the plenary session. The Chairman stated that all the suggestions sent to the Organising Com- 
mittee had been placed before the Consultative Committee, which had made recommendations regarding 
some of them, and in other cases had recorded them, so that no further action was called for. 'The following 
recommendations of the Consultative Committee were then placed before the plenary session: 


(A) “That the suggestion to revise the statutes of the International Congress of Orientalists be referred 
to an International Committee consisting of the following seven members— 


. Prof. K. Enoki (Japan). 

. Prof. R. N. Dandekar (India). 

. Prof. Yahya el-Khachab (UAR). 

- Academician E. M. Zhukov (USSR). 

. Prof. J. Filliozat (France). 

- Prof. C. Morgenstierne (Norway). 

. Prof. W. Norman Brown (USA), Convener. e 


MO) On +B о м = 


The terms of the Committee would be— 

(1) Toinvestigate whether it is desirable to set up a permanent executive committee for the International 
Congress of Orientalists; 

(2) To consider the scope of the International Congress of Orientalists, and 

(3) To consider problems concerning the organisation of the sessions of the International Congress of 
Orientalists. 

This Committee shall report to the XXVII International Congress of Orientalists.”’ 

The proposal was approved by acclamation. The Consultative Committee had recommended that the 
resolution of Dr. Buddha Prakash about the screening of persons and of papers be referred to the above 
International Committee as that Committee’s terms of reference would cover this question. After some 
discussion this recommendation was accepted by majority. 


(B) “The Committee considered the proposal by Mr. Lhalungpa about the preparation of an Encyclo- | 
paedia Tibetica, and recommended that the author of the resolution be advised to approach UNESCO." 
"This recommendation was unanimously accepted by the Plenary session. 


(C) “The Committee considered the recommendation of the Egyptology Section regarding the con- 
tinuation of an annual bibliography started by the late Prof. Abbe J. Janssen, and recommended that the 
work should continue under the present Editor, and further recommended that UNESCO be requested to 
continue its assistance as in the past.” 3 


This recommendation was approved unanimously. 


(D) “The Committee considered the following recommendation received from the section on Classical 
Sanskrit. i | : 
"The XXVI Sesion of the International Congress of Orientalists welcomes the undertaking by the АП 

India Kashiraj Trust at Banaras of the Purana project for the critical edition of all the Puranas and critical 
studies related to the Puranas in all aspects, and recommends that persons and institutions interested in 
oriental research lend their support and co-operation to the undertaking,” 
The recommendation was unanimously accepted, 


4 
^s 
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(E) “The Committee considered a proposal from Mr. 


8 Pearson regarding Orientali ibli 7 d 
made the following recommendations: MM зы 


The XXVI International Congress of Orientalists r 


where oriental studies are pursued to compile annual 
consider the possiblity of revivi 


ecommends to the appropriate bodies in all countries 
ompil lists of publications issued in those countries, and to 
ng the Orientalische Bibliographie on the basis of these lists.” 


The recommendation was unanimously carried. Thereupon Dr. Charles Fabri suggested that since 
this would be an international undertaking, it should be uniform in all countries by some kind Bees? 
agreement. This suggestion was accepted by the President, who said that he would ask the people who had 
in the past edited the Orientalische Bibliographie to prepare some kind of pro-forma. This pro-forma would 


be circulated through UNESCO and the International Union of Orientalists to all the learned bodies in the 
different countries. 


Aa di, Si Й А A à : 

(Е) “The Committee noted with satisfaction the information given by Dr. Maryla Falk about a project 
to found and establish in Europe a European Institute of Indian Studies." 

This was noted. 


(С) “The Committee noted with satisfaction the project to prepare a handbook of Turkic culture and a 
Turkic edition of that handbook with International co-operation." 


The Plenary session noted this with satisfaction. 


(Н) “The Committee considered a letter received from Prof. Nguyen Khac Kham stating that some 
delegates’ papers showed a tendency to exploit the Congress for political purposes and ideological propaganda, 
and recommending that a resolution be passed at the Plenary session precluding political or aggressive allu- 
sions in any paper submitted to the Congress of Orientalists. The Consultative Committee recommended 
that this letter be recorded,” A 

After a brief discussion the delegates agreed that in principle the suggestion was unexceptionable, but 
there was always bound to be difference of opinion as to what is fair criticism and what is propaganda. There- 
upon the recommendation that the letter be recorded was accepted. 


(I) “The Consultative Committee considered the following resolution from the East Asian Studies 
Section, and recommended its acceptance: 

“This Congress recommends the continuation and completion of the Sung project which was initiated 
by the late Prof. E. Balasz, and the Ming project initiated by the Association for Asian studies especially the 
compilation and publication of a Ming Bibliographical History under the editorship of Prof. Goodrich.” 

This recommendation was approved unanimously. 


After the recommendations of the Consultative Committee had been duly accepted at the Plenary session, 
delegates from a number of countries—A. Abu-Bakr of the UAR (who spoke in Arabic), K. Barr of Denmark, 
К. Enoki of Japan, S. Н. Nasr of Iran (who spoke in Persian), Buddha Praksah of India (who spoke in Hindi), 
W. Norman Brown of the USA, Nihar Ranjan Ray of India, A. L. Basham of the U.K., and V. Raghavan of India 
(who spoke in Sanskrit)—made short speeches, thanking the Organising Committee for the excellent arrange- 
ments made for their comfort, and the facilities provided for the work. In particular they thanked Prof. 
Humayun Kabir (the Chairman), Prof. R. N. Dandekar (the Academic Secretary), Shri A. K. Ghosh (the d 
Administrative Secretary), Dr. Kapila Vatsyayan (Joint Secretary) and the host of anonymous workers, men —— 
and women, college and school students who had worked so hard to make this Congress a memorable one. 
This was all the more gratifying because, they said, the XXVI Congress was the first to be held in Asia; and 
although India was the host country, the Organising Committee had appointed scholars from other countries E 
to be Chairmen of all the 14 Sections and Sub-Sections. It was true that oriental studies as we know them ` g 
today began in Europe in the 17th century. But, said Prof. Abu-Bakr, Europe was interested. na oriental _ 
learning as long ago as the 5th century B.C., when Greek historians began their study of the E. t was _ 
suggested by Prof. Nasr that a time might soon come when there will be a Congress of Occidentalis s 
Prof. Norman Brown mentioned the great growth in the numbers of delegates attendi these In 
Congresses of Orientalists, and said that this showed an increasing interest throughout the wi d 
where civilisations first arose. й 
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The President then addressed the delegates, saying: 
Friends and fellow delegates, now we come to the end of what has been for all of us a week of 


ich experience, and I hope, some satisfaction. p 
Pp ES I ai you ses general impressions about the Congress, I would like to thank some of my 


o hard to make this Congress a success. I would like to make a 


colleagues and others who have worked sc Wet 

eam reference to Prof. Dandekar, the Academic Secretary, Mr. A. Ghosh, Director-General of 

шу who is one of those silent теп who stay behind the scenes and allow others to take the 
3 


credit for their work, Prof. Nizamuddin, Dr. Raghavan whom we were able to persuade 8 авраат {ог 
a few minutes before you to address you in the Devabhasha of India, and Dr. Monay of the National 
Museum, for their help in organising the academic side of the Congress. Om iire administrative side, 
wc owe a great deal to Mr. A. K. Ghosh, the General Secretary, Mr. T. S. Ee and Mrs. 
Kapila Vatsyayan. I would like specially to refer to Mrs. Vatsyayan who has worked with great 


industry and efficiency, wi 
iven balanced judgement and steadiness and stability to the work, and Mr. Ghosh who has been an 


BE leader of a very fine team. I would also like to thank those all nameless soldiers, as was 
mentioned by Professor Basham and others, soldiers of peace, soldiers in the work of education and 
culture, some of them young students from the university, and others who did not have the opportunity 
for higher education and culture but who by their conduct and deportment have shown that they are 
inheritors of the rich culture of the world. 

I must also pay a tribute to the Commission which came from outside to help us: to Dr. Gafurov, 
the president of the last Congress, and to the chairmen and secretaries of the fourteen sections. They 
have truly had a herculean task. Dr. Dandekar gave you a list of the number of papers with which 
each of them had to cope. The number was not very large in one or two sections but where the number 
was not large, the subjects were so varied, and selected from such a wide range of interests, that the 
chairmen and the secretaries had all their work cut out for them. And as you, my very patient listeners, 
my very dear friends know, to listen all the time to other people's voices is one of the experience which 
all of us do no relish ! Some of us who have an opportunity of inflicting our voice on you perhaps take 
ar undue advantage and persist longer than we should. 

I am sure I am speaking on behalf of all of you when I say that we are deeply indebted to all 
sectional chairmen and secretaries and their collaborators for their devoted work from 9:30 in the 
morning till 5 in the evening officially, but very often unofficially for long hours thereafter. I would 
also like to thank all those who have presented books and other published literature to the delegates. 
T cannot mention all of them but we owe our thanks to all of them. 

I know that many delegates wanted to speak today, on this occasion. From India alone there 
was a large number who wanted to speak and there was even a demand that each university might be 
allowed to send one speaker. There are 55 universities in India; and if we were to allow one represen- 
tative from each university, we would not have had the pleasure and the privilege of listening to many 
d our friends from abroad; and, therefore, I cut down the number to three, and we had speakers in 
Mr I dk E English, three persons representing three different attitudes and three different 
sections of the people. 

It will interest you to hear that one of the things which struck me, as I looked through the list of 
names of our Consultative Committee, is the fact that fourteen nations are represented on it. We had 
fourteen sections, in the present Congress, and on the Consultative Committee, fourteen nations were 
Er ооа а coverage of nationalities than inany previous International Congress 

m that point of view, this Congress has really brought together people from 
the farthest afeas, geographically, and I may add, also politically, ideologicall di f interest 

One of the most striking and pleasin Кп of this C ^ EE, d Gen Gei : 
йез ө EE ; g is ongress has been that while each scholar 

e zc us point of view with firmness, strength, and at times intensity, all this has been done 
within the strict limits of academic discipline and scientific objectivi ty, S 
of view and many differences, even clashes of o inio; E x i к SE SE f 
these differences, the atmosphere of the Congress s s pee E 

been throughout friendly, co-operative and 
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Mr. T. S. Krishnamurthi who again is one of the silent workers and who has ` 
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constructive, as one has a right to ex 


с pect from such a distinguished assembly of scholars coming 
from all over the world. 


You have heard about the likely Consequences or achievements of the Congress. No one 
would claim that any profound discoveries have been made here ; but, at the same time, I think that no 
one will deny that every member who has attended this Congress will 


- go back richer for it in two ways. 
For every one of the participants, 


) there has been a widening of his or her mental horizon. Many great 
scholars in the modern world, whether they are orientalists or occidentalists, whether they are scientists 
or students of the humanities, tend to become specialists, and, therefore, tend to concern themselves 
with a narrow section of the vast realm of reality. As they specialise and learn more and more about 
their own fields, they also tend to become narrow specialists. That is a danger which no one can 
avoid. In fact, the enormous accumulation of. knowledge today and the fact that contributions are 
being made not from any one source but from many sources, and from many different points of view, 
demand that anyone who wants to be a master of his subject, if that is at all possible in the modern 
world, must concentrate his attention on a narrow sector of whatever his field of interest may be. 
Gone are the days when someone could say that all knowledge is his domain. The days of the encyclo- | 
paedists are in a sense over. Even in the natural sciences, we cannot have today what one could have A 
thirty years ago, a complete physicist, ora complete chemist, one who could say that he has touched 
every department of his subject. "Today, no one can say that he is a complete historian. "That would 
be a claim almost beyond human capacity. Perhaps nobody can say, “Tam a complete Indian his- 
torian’, or ‘a complete British historian’ or ‘a complete historian of France’. Specialisation has gone 
so far that one can hope to attain mastery over only a small section of a special field. We may have a 
quantum physicist or an authority on the Restoration Drama or the French Revolution, but we cannot 
have a physicist or a student of literature or a historian who will cover the entire range of his subject. 
This is one reason why a Congress of this type has a special value, because it brings the specia- _ 
lists together and allows them to rub shoulders with one another. Not only that. It compels the — 
specialists to speak to a comparatively non-specialist audience. It compels the specialist to rethink — 
his problems, to restate them in language and in terms and in an idiom which all can understan 
From that point of view, there is a widening of experience both for those who contribute and those \ 
receive. That famous saying that the quality of mercy is twice blessed—it blesses him that gives and — 
him that takes—also applies here. It has happened here again and again and, if I may say so, perhap 
with compound interest. 
The second great advantage has partly flown from the first. The Congress has provided stimula- — 
tion for the experts, by way of suggestions of new points of view. When different disciplines meet, 3 
there is always a cross-fertilisation of ideas, and as a result, many new suggestions, many new lines of 
thought, many new lines of interpretation offer themselves to scholars. Tam sure that in this Congress, — 
where many common problems have been attacked from different angles, and many different problems — 
have been tackled by different scholars with different backgrounds, there has been this kind of reference 
and cross-reference leading to cross-fertilisation of ideas, and therefore, a stimulation of the mind of — 
both the expert and the comparative layman. | с 
Even if these two values had not been realised—which are values in themselves—the Congress 
has been worthwhile by the very fact of the coming together of so many scholars from different areas 
ofthe world. They have renewed and strengthened old friendships and established new contacts and _ 
new friendships. The Congress has allowed as Prof. Basham put itso beautifully, young people {о сошо E 
into contact with the established doyens in the field. It has allowed the young scholars of today— 
shall I change the metaphor—not to try their mettle but cross swords intellectually with some of the 
stalwarts in the field. This surely has been an experience and an inspiration both for the you d 
the old. We often think that it is the great scholar, the teacher, the savant whc alone teach : 
experience, especially of those who have any experience of actual teaching, bears out that їп а үсе 
teaching, it is always a mutual give and take. Very often the teachen learns BO as ch fic 
pupil, maybe from a foolish question, maybe from a casual remark, maybe from a dem 1 
tion ora restatement of a particularly difficult problem. In this way, a pupil very often s 
of thought in the mind of the teacher himself. ` This renewal of old contacts ar esta 


d 
Ze In | 


v? 


; ‘establishment of human relationships and friendships is one of the great values of this 
ere I would claim—I hope I shall not be misunderstood—that this Congress has been 

for there has never been discord; there have been differences, but they have been 

‘out; there have been clashes of points of view, but they have been reconciled, and, in the 

s has always been understanding—even when the differences have remained. 

lore E about the way in which sometimes even scholars go astray and how evidens 


E 


ome ЕЕ ES seemed startling. What is even worse, in one particular case, in a particular 
oratory, the machine which was doing that carbon-14 test had developed some defect; therefore, 
с of the results were doubtful. Later on I heard this was mentioned in the meeting, but it was 
а upon some particular laboratory which had nothing to do with the incident which I had in view. 
je have an example of the way in which evidence changes from, shall I say, mouth to mouth ? 
+ uo to d and he reports to a third person and he reports again to somebody else. There 


ind a gradual spreading of the spectrum. We thus come across interpretations which we cannot 
ut when we go into the evidence, we find that there was a plausible basis for even an extrava- 
E 

Ze am — this only to make one last pons A SC like Gn where so many different 


©з, knowledge will never advance. Human progress in cvery.field is due to the fact that someone 
he courage to question what other people had accepted unquestioningly. In this way, through 
challenge and response, through continual denial and acceptance, through continual 
nd agreement, knowledge advances. That is how in this great Congress of Orientalists, 
m all over the world have come and made contributions which we can add to the sum 
of ‘human knowledge. | 
We now about to part. As we go, I hope that the flag which has been put up on the wall 
2 And we shall go in the spirit of the great message there—cherishing each 
е the great good. If we cherish each other, if we stand together, if we pursue the 
t the truth, within the limits of our capacity, as far as our knowledge goes, we can 
good. Well be it with you—Farewell. I use the word ‘farewell’ in the literal sense— 
Let eve be well with you. God be with you—goodbye. This is what it means, but we 
without understanding it. God be with you. Let us meet again and often. We 
we have lived here for a week in friendship. Let us depart in friendship, 
Ship as soon as the International Congress meets again. 


brief speech, and moved a vote of thanks to the Organising Committee of the 
ош Prof. Kabir for the work done in preparing for the Congress, and for 


made this Congress so pleasant and so useful. "This was carried by 


that the XXVI International Congress of Orientalists was over. 
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VIGYAN BHAVAN FOYER: BEFORE THE INAUGURAL SESSION ON JANUARY 4, 1964 
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MAIN HALL, VIGYAN BHAVAN: A VIEW OF THE INAUGURAL SESSION 
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DR. B. G. GAFUROV, PRESIDENT OF THE XXV CONGRESS, HANDING OVER OFFICE TO PROF. HUMAYUN KABIR, PRESIDENT OF THE XXVI CONGRESS 
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DR. B. G. GAFUROV AND SHRI M. C. CHAGLA WITH CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS OF THE ORGANISING COMMITTEE 
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PRIME MINISTER JAWAHARLAL NEHRU ADDRESSING THE SPECIAL SESSION OF THE CONGRESS ON JANUARY 4, 1964 
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DELEGATES AT THE RECEPTION BY THE PRESIDENT OF INDIA, RASHTRAPATI BHAVAN: JANUARY 4, 1964 
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A VIEW OF THE EXHIBITION OF ORIENTAL BOOKS : PROF. ZEKI V. TOGAN IS AN INTERESTED VISITOR 
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SECTIONAL CHAIRMEN WITH SHRI M. C. CHAGLA AND SECRETARIES TO THE ORGANISING COMMITTEE 


Sitting (left to right): Раш Thieme, R. W. Beachey, Kapila Vatsyayan, M. C. Chagla, A. Falkentstein, 
Zeki V. Togan, I. Poure-Davoud, P. J. Zoetmulder 


Standing (left to right) : Hermann Berger, Wilfred C. Smith, A. Abu-Bakr, Ludwik Sternbach, Boris 


Piotrovsky, Olivier Lacombe, A. K. Ghosh, Kazuo Enoki, A. L. Basham, 
Russell Jones, R. N. Dandekar 
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SYMPOSIUM ON ROLE OF ORIENTAL STUDIES IN 
THE HUMANITIES 


A symposium on the “Role of Oriental Studiesin the Humanities? took place at New Delhi in the Vigyan 
Bhavan from 6 to 8 p.m. on the 6th January, 1964, as one of the functions of the Twenty-sixth SE 
Congress of Orientalists. Apart from Professor Humayun Kabir, the General President of the Congress and the 
Chairman of the Symposium, who delivered the inaugural and concluding speeches, the principalspeakers were 
Professors Suniti Kumar Chatterji, J. Filliozat, A. Palat, A. L. Basham and W. Norman Brown. Their 
speeches are reproduced here in full. A few other Delegates also made brief observations; the salient points 
thereof are also given here. Shri A. Ghosh, Director General of Archaeology in India, acted as the Secretary 
and rapporteur for the Symposium. 


Professor Humayun Kabir: Inaugural speech.—I have already extended my warm welcome to 
scholars who are attending this International Congress of Orientalists. I repeat that welcome this evening 
when we have met in the Symposium to discuss the Role of Oriental Studies in the Humanities. 

In my remarks at the Inaugural Session of the Congress, I pleaded that the group of disciplines described 
as Orientology must find a place in the general field of Humanistic Studies in the world. In the past, studies 
in the Humanities have unfortunately often been sectarian or regional. This has been defended on the ground 
that the study of science has also been based on the division of reality into separate sections. "Thus, Physics, 
Chemistry and Botany may study the same phenomenon and yet are quite distinct and separate from each 
other. In the case of the Natural Sciences? which depend on abstraction, such separation is perhaps in- 
cscapable. In science, we concentrate our attention on some one aspect of reality while assuming that other 
things remain the same in order to establish general laws. This method has paid rich dividends in the field 
of Natural Sciences, and there has been an inclination to extend the same method to the study of the Humanities, 

A little reflection will, however, show that whatever may be the position in regard to the Natural Sciences, 
such restriction of attention and interest to the narrow fields of experience is not feasible in the case of the 
Humanities. The Humanities, from the nature of the case, cannot be divided into watertight compart- 
ments. We sometimes forget this, as ancient civilisations have often been regarded as closed systems that 
flourished independently. We have recognised peripheral contacts among them, but by and large they 
seem to have run their own separate courses. Thus, it is possible to give an account of the civilisation of 
India in the 2nd century B.C. without any direct reference to what happened in contemporary Egypt or 
China. No doubt there were mutual contacts and influences even then, but because of difficulties of com- 
munications, these contacts and influences were not so prominent or pervasive. That is why India studied 
her classics without reference to outside sources, and till recently traditional European scholarship found the 
origin of civilisation in the Mediterranean region. Em 

Independent study of regional cultures may have had some validity in the past, but today the world 
has been knit into a single unit by the advance of science and technology. Events in one country have imme- 
diate repercussions on all other countries. Besides, every one of the contemporary civilisations has borrowed 
heavily from past civilisations. What we call European civilisation is based on at least three distinct elements, 
namely, the Judaic heritage, the Graeco-Roman contributions and the scientific tradition that developed 
85 a result of the Arab impact on Europe. Arab civilisation, in turn, was the result of an amalgam of Judaic 
religious thought, Iranian arts and crafts, Indian scientific influences, Greck philosophy and Roman law: 
The modern man must therefore know something about the past history of his own county as well as other 

` Countries. In addition, he must be in touch with contemporary developments in pA. ees in ше ee 

We in Asia perhaps know a little more about European history Ba Keck E Se SES See 
pean knows about Asia. The political domination of the West over Asia for some eis д 81 ee p 
led to many economic and social ills, but in the contemporary world, it has given the Asian a cultura advantage 

г f their lack of knowledge of things Asian. 
9ver the European. Europeans have themselves suffered because $ TEE 
. To take only one example, semantics has come into fashion in European philosophy only 3» 
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but India experienced this phase in philsophical thought centuries ago. If Europe had information about 


the Indian experience, European philosophy might have avoided some recent mistakes. А 

e It is therefore necessary that there should be a revival of interest in Eastern Studies in Europe and America. 
| I am not forgetting the great European scholars of the 18th and 19th centuries whose devotion and labour 
d ^ led to the re-discovery of many forgotten values of Oriental thought. They have laid the whole world Wader 
le a deep intellectual debt, but I regret to say that Oriental Studies are nowadays losing in popularity in most 
| countries of Europe and America. "There are still great savants in Britain and France, Germany and Italy 
| and other Western countries but with the possible exception of U.S.A. and U.S.S.R. general interest in such 
| studies has flagged. As a result, Asian Studies are not occupying today the position they should for a proper 
intellectual appraisal of human civilisation. Asia and Africa are anxious to discover and utilise the know- 
ledge of the West. Europe and America must likewise strive for discovering and utilising the knowledge of 
Asia and Africa. In fact, any study of the Humanities should in the modern context comprehend knowledge 
of both East and West. Orientology must therefore form an integral part of the study of the Humanities 


in all countries of the world. 
I have great pleasure in requesting Professor Suniti Kumar Chatterji to open the discussion. 


Professor Suniti Kumar Chatterji.—I had the privilege of spending six months in the United States 
of America in 1951-52 as Visiting Lecturer at the School of South Asia Studies in, the University of Pennsylvania 
in Philadelphia. This was my first visit to the States, and both during my stay there and after my return 
to India, I was frequently asked by Americans as well as Indians as to what impressed me most in America. 
I used to mention two things. First, the big American skyscrapers like the Empire State Building and the 
Rockefeller Building in New York, which for me more than anything else were a stupendous testimony to 
the achievement of Man in America in creative control over both matter and energy in Nature. And secondly, 
the spirit of present-day progressive America, in trying to integrate in its intellectual and spiritual life the 
entire world of human thought and action (particularly of the Eastern World which was outside the zone of 
the West which formed America’s inheritance from Europe), was something which filled me with wonder, 
| admiration and hope. This latter I found in some of the Universities—particularly in a small gathering of 
| į graduate students in Columbia University, where I was asked to speak on the EE SE 
in the Upanishads for Modern Man. These students had taken up an optional course in a new subject 
started by the Faculty of Arts, namely, one in the literatures of the Eastern countries—Japan, China, India, 
Persia and Arabia, and the Hebrew world outside the Old Testament—studied through translations. 
America's—and the modern Western World's—success in the physical sciences and in harnessing Nature to 
the service of Man is quite obvious, and, like many other things standing before our eyes, the skyscraper is a 
living proof. But the more subtle revolution that is taking place slowly and silently in the inner life and spirit 
of America and the West, through an enlargement of its vision by contact with cultures which were once 
| considered to be alien to and opposing in both spirit and practice that of the West, is fraught with immense 
| possibilities for not merely the Western Man and Western Society but for the whole of Humanity. We are 
now at the threshold of a new age, ushered in by the new developments of the physical sciences in the West 
and their inevitable acceptance by the East, when East and West will no longer present contrasting or oppos- 
ing worlds of thought and living and action, but will be representatives of a common universal civilisation 
and ideology complementary to each other. | 
East and West—the Orient and the Occident—these have for the past centuries been considered to d 
be two opposing and conflicting worlds in life and thought. Asia and Europe (with Black Africa, pre-Colum- 
bian America, and Oceania in the background) were considered, in Europe more than in Asia, as two 
contrasting worlds. The germs of this go back to the ancient Hellenic age—e.g., the vague views of Herodotus | 
in his history as to the conflict between the Greeks and the Persians, the Greeks as representing Europe and | 
the Persians as representing the Barbarians, i.e., the speakers of non-Greek languages in Asia. But generally, — | 
Man, whether in the West or in the East, in ancient times did not have any definite sense of a categorical 
division of humanity in two main spheres. The contrast, it would appear, developed with the spread of 
Christianity in the West and the establishment of Islam in the Near East and in North Africa with encroach- 
ments in parts of Mediterranean Europe. Asia or the East as the homeland of Judaism and Christianity, 
2 specially the Near East as the seat of Biblical tradition, was looked upon with respect. The idea behind the | 
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Latin expressions ex Oriente Lux and ex Occidente Lex would appear to have been established with the adopti 
of Christianity in the Roman empire. Right down to the early centuries of the Roman empire, the GE 
between the West and the East did not crystallise in the way it had done after the period of ШЕ руга EU 
and subsequently after the commencement of world domination by Western Europe through the discove 
of America and India. This began with the expansion of conquest and trade and the establishment of the 
Christian faith in the countries of America, Africa and Asia, first by the Spanish people and the Portuguese, 
and then by the English, the French and the Dutch. 

With the destruction of Baghdad by the Mongols in 1258, Arab Muslim civilisation as forming a bridge 
between Europe and Asia received a crushing blow from which it never recovered. But the contrast between 
the non-Christian East and the Christian West, which started with Islamic Arab conquests and reached quite 
its height with the Crusades, continued, even though the vast world-empire of the Mongols from the time of 
Chingiz Khan, throughout the whole of North and Central Asia and Iran as well as Eastern Europe up to 
the Baltic, brought in a sort of Pax Mongolica, in spite of the initial atrocities of the Mongol conquest; and 
this Pax Mongolica helped in the dissemination of ideas between interior Asia and interior Europe, and mitigated 

' in some directions the growing religious, social and ideological rift between the East and the West. Arabian 
commercial and cultural expansion was checked in the West, and this gave rise to a sense of superiority among 
the newly rising Christian peoples of the West. The inventions and discoveries of science from the 15th century 
onwards became divorced from Eastern, i.e. Western Asiatic, life, and Europe progressed steadily putting Asia 
in theshade. Thus, in the art of navigation and in geographical knowledge, Europe in the 15th-16th centuries 
was already far ahead of the Arab and the Asiatic lands. India and China were stagnating, and Japan was 
isolated. A dynamic Europe and a static Asia were juxtaposed against each other. The familiar categorical 
division of the civilised world into an active and forceful West slowly and inevitably dominating through her 
science and organisation over a passive and acquiescent East became gradually established from the 17th 
century onwards; and this has continued right down to our day. 

The Renaissance came to Western Europe, and from the second half of the 15th century Grecklearning— 
literature, art, philosophy and science—took the soul of Western Europe by storm. The Hebrew spirit behind 
Christianity was already modified by that of the Graeco-Roman world, and excepting within a limited sphere 
of religion, the mind of Western Europe accepted the fertilising leaven of ancient Greece. And the Greek 
spirit in itself was so great and so beautiful that it was easily accepted as a part of the European heritage, superior 
to what Asia and the East, as yet undiscovered cultural worlds, could show. Greek values and the Greek 
Weltanschauung were looked upon as having a universal application and appeal. It was also known that a 
good deal of Arab thought and science was but a modification of the Greek. The inherent and most obvious 
superiority of the West over the East became in this way an axiomatic proposition, an article of faith with the 
mind of the West. The religious men, Roman Catholics and Protestants, taught to believe in the absolute 
truth of Christianity, and not knowing of any other religion in an intelligent way, helped in this by taking it 
upon themselves as their God-appointed duty to convert the pagans and infidels of Asia to the true religion 
which, they thought, had made Europe great. The evil doctrine of the end justifying the means made this act of 
proselytisation and ideological genocide, howsoever unscrupulous these might be, completely justified. 
Christian Europe and the West naturally were superior to the infidel or pagan East, in the Western conscious- 
ness; and the superior was to remove or destroy the inferior. 

The world is not static, and European expansion in the lands of Asia brought European adventurers, 
whether commercial or religious, and European filibusterers face to face with the barbaric cultures of the 
Islamic World, of India, of Indo-China and Indonesia, and of China and Japan. There were both repugnance 
and fascination; and with growing familiarity, repugnance largely wore off and fascination increased. With 
this fascination, there was gradually established a desire to understand. The beginning of an interest, which 
from the second half of the 18th century became a scientific and an objective interest, no longer exclusively 
based on a desire to conquer and to proselytise, showed itself: the first desire of the Western man to enter within 
the precincts of the Eastern world. Hebrew Studies at first went with Greek, as part of a theological equip- 
ment. Then Syriac and Arabic came in, and Arabic was a sort of half-way house between Biblical Studies 
and purely “Oriental” Studies, as something specially connected with the contiguous “Eastern” world of 
Islam. Real Orientalism started when the Jesuit scholars from Italy took up the study of Chinese seriously 
in the 17th-18th centuries, and the Portuguese and the Dutch took up Japanese in connexion with European 
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expansion in trade and with Christian proselytisation. Ina similar way ER Indian xu Mee 
and Marathi, Malayalam, Tamil and Bengali—began to be cultivated by Portuguese os EUN S i S 
for the propagation of Christianity, from the 16th century onwards, And then the w orl SN E d ia 
was discovered through Sanskrit and Pali, and that of Ancient Iran through the Avestan: and a full-fle ged 
Orientalism and an orbit of Oriental Studies (with disciplines in Arabic, Persian, Chinese and finally Sanskrit) 
became established vis-a-vis the Classical Latin and Greek Studies of Europe, the Graeco-Roman world that 
was the basis of the Western thought and culture. x . А 

From the last decades of the 15th century, European maritime expansion started, and with this expansion, 
for three centuries, up to the last decades of the 18th, European sojourners in the East were busy primarily. 
exploiting the material resource and the wealth of Asia through trade and conquest, and secondarily (parti- 
cularly among the Spaniards and the Portuguese) in spreading Roman Catholicism. As material exploitation 
was going on, the scientific mind of 18th century Europe, with its renewed interest in Man as Man, started 
the intellectual exploitation of the East—through an interest in and a study of her diverse civilisations and 
literatures. This was accentuated particularly with the discovery of Sanskrit and along with it the great 
culture of India, with her ancient and medieval monuments. A new world, the existence of which was least 
suspected, thus came within the purview of the West, and this could not but impress the mind of civilised 
Europe. : 

Intellectual exploitation of Asia meant the study of and the attempt to understand her literatures, her 
philosophies, and her science, in the different areas. The first generation of the discoverers, who ushered in 
serious and scientific Oriental Studies, like the Englishmen Wilkins and Jones, Colebrooke and Hamilton, 
followed by the French and the Germans, revelled in their new discoveries and were in ecstasy over a new world 
of beauty and profundity presented by Sanskrit literature, and also similarly by Chinese literature. The 
empire of Socrates and Plato and Epictetus, of Homer and the Greck tragic poets, of Virgil and Lucretius, was 
faced with that of the Veda and the Mahabharata, of Manu ang«the Upanishads, of Sankara and Kalidasa, 
of Lao-Tse and Confucius. And already enthusiasts made their appearance, acclaiming the newly discovered 
world of Asia to the skies. 

Passing from an exploitation of the material world of Asia into that of its literature and thought, we now 
come, during the last quarter of the 19th and the first quarter of the 20th centuries, into a study and exploitation 
of its Art, and the gradual realisation that this Art had in its own right a place of honour beside the deathless 
art of the Hellenic and the Gothic worlds of Europe. The exclusiveness of the West and its claim to be in 
possession, through its Graeco-Roman inheritance and its modern science, of values which were universal and 
before which the inheritance of the East was as nothing, came to be seriously assailed. 

Of course, “Oriental Studies” have not yet been given the fullest acknowledgment that are their due— 
their vulgarisation, as the French expression is—has just begun, and that too in an extremely restricted and 
rather perfunctory way; and it will be some time before they get their full rehabilitation in the intellectual 
domain of the West. It may take some time for an idea to come down from the academy to the streets. The 
basic things in the Weltanschauung of the Japanese, the Chinese and the Indian civilisations, the universal ele- 
ments in them, it is now being conceded, should form part of the mental and spiritual equipment of the West 
also. This is the direct result of a New Humanism which is now coming in. It is the same old Hellenic sense 
of interest in Man as Man—the Greek anthropotés, Latinised as Humanitas (and now Sanskritised as mdnavata 
or mánavikalà) in a new and more universalised form. It was strengthened by the broad Humanism of ancient 
China (as divorced from her jingoistic nationalism) with its aphoristic ideal: “Ten thousand lands, same 
feeling; under Heaven, one family”, and was further exalted by the philosophic concept behind Indian 
Humanism as in the Upanishads: “He who sees all beings in the Supreme Self, and the Supreme Self in all 
beings, cannot hate (or avoid) any one", the Indian ideal being love of Man not just as Man, but as a fragment 
of the same Reality which is in the entire Cosmos, including of course Mankind. : 

The “Oriental World”, and “Oriental Studies”, therefore, have now ceased to pose something as basically 
distinct from the Western World, and Western Thought and Science. Humanity is one, and therefore human 
thought and endeavour from the higher standpoint arc also one, pace what Professor Filmer S.C. Northrop 
has said about the categorically distinct and irreconcilable thought-worlds of Judaism, Christianity and Islam 
on the one hand and of Brahmanism, Buddhism, Taoism, Confucianism and Shinto on the other. There 
cannot be any caste-sense or opposing camps of East and West in this matter, The Mediterranean and, after 
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that, the European world of Graeco-Latin and Germanic and Slavic present one set of facets in the sum-total 
Se human heritage, and the equally broad and significant Aryan, Aryo-Dravidian, and Sino-Japanese ae 
present other sets of facets. Modern Man in the West must understand and, without detriment to its deepest 
ratiocination as well as mystic sense, accept at least some aspects of the latter, if only to make a 
complete amphitheatre of its intellectual and spiritual survey and experience: just as all reasonable thought- 
leaders in most Eastern lands have accepted not merely the science and technology of the West, with their 2 
insistent and manifest appeal, but also the thought and spirit content of Western civilisation. There has been 
a gradual emancipation of the intellect of the West from medieval scholasticism after the Hellenic Renais- 
sance; and a similar, although more rapid, emancipation is taking place in the lands of Asia—at least in the 
minds of the elite who are guiding the masses—in Iran, in India, in Indo-China, in Indonesia, in China, in 
japan. Orientalistic Studies thus need no longer to be earmarked as such and separated from the General or 
Universal Humane Studies. When once the validity of the view-point quoted below from Louis Renou, the 
doyen of Indological Studies in France, is admitted, the solution of the problem becomes clear and casy. Renou 
in his fine article on “Indian Studies in 1952" (in Diogenes, International Review of Philosophy and Humanistic 
Studies, No. 2, Spring 1953, p. 68, New York and London) says: 


“What the Western Indologist needs to do is to renounce his Aristotelian forms of thought, which have 
become so natural to him that he finds it difficult to believe that they are not valid for everybody. He must 
resolutely unlearn a part of what European humanism has bequeathed to him—the heritage of the Mediter- 
ranean world which he vain-gloriously translated into universal terms.” 

No one will be so drastic as to propose that the Western man is to renounce his European (Graeco- 
Roman-Christain-Germanic-Slavic) tradition in Humanism, so as to accommodate himself to the spirit of the 
Humanism of “the Oriental world”. Certain aspects of European mentality and humanism, as Renou suggest- 
cd, must surely be modified vis-à-vis the new Universal Humanism which is coming to the forefront. As Romain 
Rolland said in a different context (in his Introduction to Ananda Coomaraswamy's Dance of Siva, New York & 
London, 1924, pp. iii, iv) in recording his appreciation of the philosophical bases of Orientalism as they are 
found particularly in thegBrahmanical thoughtof India: 


“The whole vast soul of India proclaims from end to end of its crowded and well-ordered edifice the same 
domination of a sovereign synthesis. 

“There is no negation. Allis harmonised. All the forces of life are grouped like a forest, whose thousand 
waving arms are led by Nataraja, the Master of the Dance. Everything has its place, every being has its 
function, and all take part in the divine concert, their different*voices, and their very dissonances, creating, in 
the phrase of Heraclitus, a most beautiful harmony. Whereas in the West, cold, hard logic isolates, the unusual, 
shutting it off from the rest of life into a definite and distinct compartment of the Spirit, India, ever mindful 
of the natural differences in philosophies, endeavoured to blend them into cach other, so as to re-create in its 
fullest perfection the complete unity. The matching of opposites produces the true rhythm of life. Spiritual 
purity may not shrink for allying itself with sensual joy, and to the most licensed sexualism may be joined the 
highest wisdom...... Е 

“Amid all the beliefs of Europe, and of Asia, that of ће Indian Brahmins seems to me infinitely the most 
alluring. I do not at all despise the others. Тһе ecstatic intellectualism of the primitive Buddhist, or the 
radiant serenity of the void inhaled in Lao-Tse, are infinitely dear to me, but I find in them only rare, ex- 
ceptional moments, only the dizzying peaks of spiritual life. And the reason why I love the Brahmin more 
than the other schools of Asiatic thought is because it seems to me to contain them all. Greater than all 
European philosophies, it is even capable of adjusting itself to the vast hypotheses of modern science. Our 
Christian religions have tried in vain, when there was no other choice open to them, to adapt themselves to 
the progress of science, but one would think, indeed, that they have a difficulty in forgetting that heaven of 

o Hipparchus and Ptolemy which they saw above them in their infancy. i 

“But after allowing myself to be swept away by the powerful rhythm of Brahmin thought, along the curve 
of life, with its movement of alternating ascent and return, I come back to my own century, and while finding 
therein the immense projections of a new cosmogony, the offspring of the genius of Einstein, or deriving freely 
from his discoveries, I yet do not feel that I enter a strange land. ee KK ES 

“I do not suggest that Europeans should embrace an Asiatic faith. I would merely invite them to taste 


4 2 


n aa ү, - 


STEE Potes 


"Ww vu 


v Digitized by Sarayu Foundation Trust, Delhi and eGangotri 


PROCEEDINGS OF TWENT2-SIXTH CONGRESS OF ORIENTALISTS 


the delight of this rhythmic philosophy, this deep, slow breath of thought. From it they would learn those 
virtues which above all others the soul of Europe (and America!) needs sees tranquillity, patience, manly 
hope, unruffled joy, ‘like a lamp in а windless place, that does not flicker’. А 

It is from this desire to combine the two halves into a single whole that the tacitly though thoughtlessly 
admitted barriers between Oriental Studies and General or Western Humanities should go. Homer and the 
Greek Tragedians, Plato and Aristotle, Herodotus and Thucydides, the Old and the New Testaments, as well 
as Virgil and Ovid, Lucretius and the Christian Fathers, Dante and Celtic, Germanic and French romance, 
Shakespeare and Moliere, Descartes and Spinoza, Voltaire and Hugo, Kant and Hegel, Engles and Marx, 
Goethe and Tolstoy, and the rest, must join hands with the Vedic seers, the poets of the Mahabharata and the 
Ramayane, Confucius and Lao-Tse, Kautilya and Vatsyayana, Sankara and Ramanuja, Ibn Khaldun and 
al-Ghazzali, Firdausi and Jalaluddin Rumi, the Chinese and Japanese Nature Poets, the Zen Masters, the 
Tibetan sage Milarepa, the Universalists Ramakrishna and Vivekananda, the Poet and Seer Rabindranath, 
and others of Asia, to form a corpus of World Humanism, irrespective of the West and the East, for the in- 
spiration and guidance of man everywhere. Great teachers there have been in recent decades and centuries 
in both the West and the East, to bring mankind in its two self-divided halves closer to each other: the great 
Humanists and Idealists of the Western world in both Europe and America, like Tolstoy and Romain Rolland, 
F. Max Müller and R. W. Emerson, Abraham Lincoln and Walt Whitman and others; and Ramakrishna 
Paramahamsa of India who insisted upon the fundamental unity of all religions and the validity of all sincerc 
religious endeavour, Swami Vivekananda who preached to the West the ideal of a universal Religion without 
dogma, Kakuzo Okakura of Japan, and Rabindranath Tagore. 

Oriental Studies, from the nature of the case, must for some time to come remain a specialist's domain, as 
much as Occidental Humanities in their deeper study will remain confined to men dedicated to the study of 
Hellenic and Roman languages, literatures and cultures. But the message of the great leaders of Humanity in 
the domain of the spirit, in the field of power and inner uplift ауе realisation, should, irrespective of the West 
or the East, be brought before all. As a practical means, some were for adding new languages like Sanskrit 
and Chinese and Arabic in the common curriculum for at least a select group of students in the West—in 
Europe and America—interested in the humanities. But when in a utilitarian world the old classics are fast 
receding in the background everywhere, this will not be a practical solution. Through the English language 
mainly, the thought-content and action of the West are easily reaching the educated elite of Asia. The only 
feasible way to make a beginning in the task of universalising the common World Humanism in its two wings 
of Oriental and Occidental Studies would be to prepare graded compendia for all sections of students, in 
schools, colleges and universities, where the message of “Orientalism” may reach the West, and that of **Occi- 
dentalism" the countries of the East. We shall also have to take note of what Africa will give us. And an 
extension of the course in the literatures and cultures of the East for graduate students, such as has been started 
in Columbia University in New York, will be an easy way to make “Oriental Studies" give up their exclusive 
specialistic position, and form a part of a General Humanism in the West: and mutatis mutandis, the same thing 
will have to be done in the East. 

It is time that “Oriental Studies” were now made a part of a General Humanism, with Occidental Studies 
combined, for mankind as a whole. It is heartening to note that the UNESCO has made a most desirable 
move in the matter, to which the International Congress of Orientalists should whole-heartedly subscribe 
in the interest of Oriental Studies as a Common Heritage for the Humanity of the Future. 


Professor J. Filliozat.—Both the expressions "Oriental Studies? and “Humanities” may have need of 
a clear definition before being used properly. The first, “Oriental Studies", is quite questionable from a 
scientific point of view. It is fit only if we take Europe as the middle of the universe. For the famous 
Chinese Buddhist pilgrims of the past India was the West and, for America, Japan too is the West. On 
another side there is no unity in the so-called Oriental civilisations. The national cultures differ from cach 
other much more in Asia and Africa than in Europe. But, when we use the words “Oriental Studies", we 
know what we want to say and we may keep these words, at least provisionally, as a practicaland traditional 
designation of the studies we are altogether representing in this Congress. 
More important is now for us the meaning of “Humanities”, "There are in fact two main meanings of 
this word. For literary men it generally refers to the national culture which is considered in their country as 
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the culture of the man па На. For scientists engaged in the study of the man in general, it designates the 
achievements of all the different groups of human peoples, it is the object of all humanistic scienc 

In both cases the Oriental Studies have a role to play. Si 

In the past centuries, when the intercourses between the civilisations of the different parts of the world 
were rare and superficial, the educated men of every country did not feel a need to enquire in the cultures 
of almost unknown peoples. They were satisfied with their own traditional knowledge. Among them, the 
scholars devoted themselves to erudite investigations in the literary and philosophical texts as well as d the 
monuments of the fine arts or in the history of the countries.they considered as worthy of their attention 
Such countries were interesting for them only if they had some historical connexion with their own Sonus 
field of study. For example, Iran and India interested classical humanists of Europe not because they had 
created two great civilisations in the world, but merely as Alexander’s conquests. Similarly, Indian pandits 
were not anxious to know the culture of the Mlecchas and Chinese classical literary men had no doubt about 
the central position and the exclusive validity of the learning and culture of their own. 

Now, they can no more remain confined within their old horizon, They cannot simply ignore the- 
ideals and achievements of the other peoples, even of the peoples from the remotest parts of the world, if they 
want to appreciate the very place of their own culture in the history of the mankind. Now the development 
of the Oriental studies prevents them from invoking any lack of information in order to preserve their right to 
the traditionalignorance. Every Westerner, every Indian, every Chinese, every Muslim, though duly attached 
to a deep knowledge and to a great emotional appreciation of his ancestors, must now realise he is not unique 
inthe world. 

Unfortunately, the teaching pattern, in almost every country, is still the old one. The preparation of 
the teachers in the field of the belles lettres and ot philosophy remains, traditional. Its Rd IS 
enable the teachers and professors to properly understand and explain to their pupils the languages, 
the poetry, the feelings and ideas of the famous national or classical authors. It does not take into account 
the whole of mankind. The knowledge of the man in general is left to the humanistic sciences which remain 
out of the general teaching. 

Mathematics, Physics, Biology, Geography are integrated in this teaching. They are considered as 
necessary to tlle formation of the modern educated man. Indeed, they are, But the man too is worthy to 
be known. If everybody must acquire some knowledge of the different kinds of climates, minerals, plants 
and other products or elements of the Nature, why not also of the different kinds of peoples with their multi- 
farious cultures and ways of life ? 

Long ago the necessity to include the whole of Asia in general history was felt in some learned circles. 
More than two centuries ago, in the institution I have the honour to represent today in this Congress, the 


history did not merely concern the political events and the dynasties_of rulers. It was, according to the 
proper meaning of the word, the large “enquiry” on the peoples. He strongly claimed the right of every 
nation to be studied as well as Greeks or Romans. Followed by William Jones, who adopted his discovery 
of the synchronism between Candragupta and Seleukos he had published in 1777, he had also published 
since 1756 the five volumes of his Histoire générale des Huns, des Turcs, des Mongols, a pioneer work, which was 
the foundation of the history of Eastern Asia. He also inaugurated the scientific co-operation between the 
European and the Asian scholars, as he was helped, at least as far as India was concerned, by a great Indian 
scholar, Maridas Pillai. $ 

Soon afterwards, with the foundations in 1778 of the Bataviaasch Genootschap van Kunsten en Wetenschappen 
and in 1784 of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, the scientific research in the field of all Asian civilisations strongly 
developed till our days. Islamic Studies were already flourishing. The decipherments of the Egyptian 
hieroglyphs and of the Mesopotamian cuneiforms revealed, in the last century, several lost ancient civilisations, 
enlarging each time the extent and value of Oriental Studies. But few results of these discoveries were 
admitted in the ordinary course of teaching and, so, the general culture of the educated man remains too 
often incomplete. We are still awaiting the full recognition in every country of the Asian material of the 


humanistic sciences. . : 
However, Asia is the most populous continent in the world and the Oriental Studies have revealed the 


variety and the richness of her civilisations throughout the largest periods of the history. The main part 
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f the available data for a complete study of the humanity derives from Asia and no humanistic Science may 
d i аз validity if it does not include this major part of the necessary basic information. 
е B main role of Oriental Studies is thus clearly not only necessary for enlarging the horizon of all classical 
national humanities, but also quite fundamental for the scientific discovery of the mankind. 


Professor A. Palat.—Extensive research of the complex and differentiated eener of the human 
society proves conclusively that there has never been a smgle EE а Р ang v NN 
predomination or a single state powerful enough to rule for ever the ee of the Wor d = 2 deser vag exclu- 
sive attention in Humanitarian studies. This does not rule out, of course, the fact t iat certain cultures and 
civilizations have played—in all historical periods and in all parts of the world—a leading role for a certain 
time and extended their influence over a limited area. But, at the same ume, we must keep in mind that 
in spite of all the peculiarities in the development of different civilizations, in spite of the remoteness of those 
centres and obstacles to their direct intercourse, we nevertheless can observe certain uniform processes and 
tendencies and trace, at least to some extent, mutual relations and influences. 

It is from this point of view that we must grasp and approach the problem of the studies of the cultures 
of Asia and Africa and their role in the Humanities in general. Nor should we consider such studies to be 
something extraordinary or limited to the margins of the vast area of our research or only to be helpful as 
examples illustrating a theory based exclusively on European material and its application without admitting 
that such methods are really untenable. We are faced with the same problem when analysing, let us say, 
the structures of different languages and trying to work out general principles for all of them, when formulating 
the basic aesthetic principles of the creative process in literature and the arts, when comparing philosophical 
systems and religious ideas or even when investigating the laws concerning the development of human society 
and determining the change from one social structure to another. 

Any attempts to prove the absolute superiority of one single centre (usually Europe) and to disregard 
all others have been shown to be null and void by developments in Asia and Africa in the last few decades. 
Never before has humanity witnessed so many deep changes within such a short time and seldom in history 
Lë has there been such a break with the past, on the one hand, with the preserving of so much of the traditions 
d and cultural heritage, on the other. Not everything that happens now is only the result of the revolutionary 
| and imitative conceptions of today—we must not forget that up to the end of the Middle Ages the great 
| civilisations of Asia formed the vanguard of the whole world and were rarely surpassed by others. Take, 
А 


£ for example, all the efforts to make better use of natural resources and so ensure better conditions and an easier 
i life for the human race, such as the discovery and use of metal ores, the constant improvement of agricultural 
vi methods, all kinds of water-conservancy or the measuring of time—all that is inseparable from the development 
d of mankind. Ofno less importance was also the experience gained through organising big empires ruled from 
one centre and capable of maintaining their power and control over vast territories, over long periods of time 
i and sometimes even gradually enlarging their spheres of influence. This system of centralised government and 
ў -its control and the establishing of the theoretical and practical principles on which it was based served as an 


Li example for others; so life in small communities, in more or less isolated villages and townships, whereauthority 
Г of the ruler did not reach beyond the city-gate, gave way to larger and more powerful entities. And, of course, 
E of quite a special importance for the advance of human thought were the innumerable discoveries and inven- 
У 
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and the necessity not only to preserve what has been achieved, bu 


| за No matter what approach we may choose to the analysis of the different aspects of the history of mankind 
in its broadest sense, we cannot do without a careful and detail 
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leave out of account the achievement of East and South Asia, Who can enumerate all the inventions and 
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discoveries, all the philosophical ideas and at least rudimentary systems of scientific research and knowl dean 
infiltrated the Mediterranean and then all Europe from Asian countries. From the be uu a e 
Ist millennium В.С. till the 14th or 15th centuries A.D. we have proof enough that mutual nc o A 
the civilisations of Europe and of Asia or Africa have been, on the whole, more beneficial to Europe Fe E 
other way round. 

Nevertheless, in the history of the complicated relations between European and Asian civilisations, Europe E 
can never be reduced to the role of a passive, and non-creative recipient of foreign influence. Anybody who 
would try to reduce the world to a single continent—be it Europe or Asia—without taking into consideration 
the contributions of other cultures and civilisations can never build up a truthful historical picture of our world. 
Therefore it is our duty to acquire as much information as possible also about extra-European continents and 
their contribution to the advance of mankind, not only for the sake of Oriental Studies as such, but for the sake 
of the Humanities in general. i : 

In mentioning the 14th and the 15th centuries as a certain dividing line, I did not mean to suggest that the 
cra extending from the end of Middle Ages to the middle of the 20th century marks a complete turning-point 
in the traditional cultural development in Asia and Africa, under the deeply penetrating influence of Europe. 
The specific conditions in Europe at that time resulted in a special development and—as far as the other parts 
of the world are concerned—in a growing tendency to ‘discover’ them and draw them into dependence. Co- 
lonialism was not favourable for promoting the independent development of local cultures, yet even during that 
phase there was no complete break with the past, no total ousting of domestic traditions by European imports. 

Thus, even in the period of colonial domination we cannot afford to neglect the civilisations of Asia and 
Africa, if only for the sake of confronting them with the corresponding situation in Europe. The results are 
often surprising and not always flattering for the so-called more advanced countries. 

Looked at from this point of view, we must admit that the course of events in Asia and Africa, after the 
Second World War, is more closely related tg the past and to the centuries old traditional development than 
might appear at first sight. Even the fact of a certain renaissance of these civilisations of which we are today 
witnesses proves that the more we try to understand the present, the more we must go back into the past. 

The vast regions of Asia and Africa, the immense wealth of their natural resources, which form a solid 
basis for their prosperous development, the large number and the manifold talents of their population, the 
extraordinary opportunity to acquire in a short time most of the technical experiences of other countries and 
—let us hope—a long period of peaceful construction, all that without any doubt will once again bring the 
cultures and civilisations of Asia and Africa into the foreground of world progress and enable them to play 
an important role in the development of Mankind. Itis clear that increased attention must be paid to the 
studies of these cultures and civilisations, because only through a deep and intimate knowledge of them can be 
reached a proper understanding and mutual appreciation, for the sake, let us stress it once again, not merely 
of Oriental Studies, important though they are, but of the Humanities and of the human race in general. And 
this, I believe, should be the main task of us all. 


Professor A. L. Basham.-—In the speeches which we have heard so far much has been said about the 
task of the Orientalist in bringing about peace and brotherhood by explaining the civilisations of Asia to the 
West. Far be it from me to disparage the ideal of human brotherhood, which I believe I support as enthu- 
siastically as do most people present. But we must be quite clear in our minds that the primary purpose of 
our work is not to strengthen human brotherhood. For instance, the scholar who devotes months of patient 


labour to interpreting a few of the less intelligible verses of the Rg-Veda can in no way be motivated by the 


desire to strengthen human brotherhood, and his work contributes only infinitesimally to that noble ideal. 
ke of understanding, and a 


He is driven by insatiable intellectual curiosity, an urge to understand for the sa tan xi 
love of his work for its own sake. Those who read the results of his labours are impelled by similar motives. 
. Moreover, it does not necessarily follow that deeper knowledge leads to йсерев fellow. m E 
we know about our neighbours and their ways, the less we may like them. We must strive not ne o 
know, but to understand and to love; and we cannot, in an ethical sense, love nations, cultures, and civilisations, 


: Р Я ; ; ; le lv 
which are on ultimate analysis abstractions with no real existence except in human minds, We can only 


love individuals. The ordinary Westerner who strikes up a warm sincere friendship with an Asian, or vice 
than a thousand orientalists working in their 


versa, is doing more to cement the bonds of human brotherhood 
10 
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studies. "They can only do a little to encourage such friendships, and what they do in this respect is a mere 


bv-product of their main task. М f | i og ke e | 
S E Orientalist of this day and age is in a different situation from that of his forbears in the last centu: ys 


or even in the last generation. Less than two hundred years ago next to nothing was known in the West 
about the true character of Asian culture, and Westerners, with some sense of superiority but also with not 
a little awe and wonder, thought of the Orient in a context of yogis, inscrutable mandarins, turbans, domes, 
and temple-bells. In fact on final analysis there is no Orient. ааа ee e aT 
the Middle East, India and China, and these three cultures in their classical phases were as different from 
one another as | they were from the ancient and medieval cultures of Europe. The polarity between East 
and West is of comparatively modern growth, the product of the great advance of Europe E science and 
technology from the 16th century onwards. The idea of a special form of "Oriental civilisation" is a product 
of the 19th century West, and it has little validity nowadays, when it takes only eighteen hours to travel from 
London to Delhi, and when nearly all the cox es of Asia are independent, and are playing a very important 
part іп world affairs. When “Oriental gan, the schools and universities of Europe and America con- 
fined their attention almost entirely to the history, languages and culture of their own continents and to the 
natural sciences which were then slowly and grudgingly receiving a place in their curricula. Conditions 
are now quite different, and one wonders whether егу concept of Orientalism has not become effete and 


a 


misleading. 
js aac ae x TR fee E M ERR E 
The contrast between the "progressive" West and the "mystical" and “traditional” East is every year 


becoming less significant. The contrast was never wholly valid and nowadays it seems already to have out- 
lived its usefulness. Moreover, there never was a hard and fast cultural boundary between Europe and 
Asia, and such man-made boundaries as exist are becoming more and more irrelevant in the age of radio, 
the jet plane and the hydrogen bomb. The classification of the countries of the world on the basis of econo- 
mics into developed and underdeveloped, “haves”? and ‘‘have-nets”, which is most widely heard nowadays,. 
and is perhaps the most significant classification, cuts across the continents, since *haves" are to be found 
in Asia while “have-nots” are numerous in southern Europe and Latin America. r 

In such circumstances I believe that, as a special branch of study, “Orientalism”, like the state in Marxist 
theory, will slowly wither away. The study of Asian cultures will of course continue in Western universities, 
but in separate specialised departments without any atmosphere of the exotic about them. In the European 
and American university of the future the department of Indian Studies will appear no more peripheral or 
remote than the comparable departments of Romance Studies or Germanic Studies. Asia and Africa will 
be on a par with Europe and America, and will not be, as in the last century, the subject.of study of a:few 
exceptional scholars, aided by retired civil servants and missionaries ; rather they will be given full weight 
in university curricula, and will attract large numbers of studenis, In some universities of the West this 
state of affairs is already beginning to come about. On the cultural plane the end of special university 
departments, faculties and institutions for the study of "Oriental" subjects will mark the beginning of the 
era of "one world". On the political level, alas, it seems almost as far away as ever. 

In what I have said so far I have tended to pour cold water upon the aspirations of many people present, 
and even now, at the close of my speech and at the risk of seeming to strike a false note, I must add a few 
further words of caution. "There has undoubtedly been a great growth of interest in Asian culture among 
the educated and semi-educated peoples of Europe and America. Much of this interest is untutored and 
some of itis misinformed. It may go no further than a fondness for Japanese films or Chinese cookery, or 
the daily performance of a few yoga exercises. Of course the Orientalist can help directly or indirectly to 
stimulate such interests and to guide it into fruitful channels. I attribute much of this growth of interest 
toa widespread weariness with the stereotyped face of the West, where one may travel westwards from Moscow 
me E с en eue differences in dress, in the style of contemporary 

jas ES rs А Ка ае porary Popular music and reading matter. The age of the jet plane 15 
ER СЕ qct ae see e шы level the national character of music is being lost 
find that a world in which differences are Geen Le ET pamong and sculpture; and many s alre “Чу 

EE Е o be ironed out is exceedingly monotonous and unsatisfying. 

f ¢ а е an interesting and varied one if its inhabitants are to have 
full and meaningful lives. And the Orientalist, by devoting his life to the study of some aspects of an Asian 
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civilisation; may contribute in small measure to the preservation, no doubt in a modernised and viable К 
of the culture which he studies, in face of the increasing pressure towards uniformity which is felt hs dim 
society of Asia and of the world at the present time. Ne 


professor W. Norman Brown.—Let me begin by expressing my appreciation of the lively remarks b 
Professor Basham. І do not, however, share his apprehension that the use of American jazz in a Delhi ni SS 
club presages the decay of separate regional cultures in our world and is a premonition that humanity is Ns 
toward a common single uniform—and therefore somewhat dull—world-culture. Nor do I think his e 
would be strengthened by pointing to Indian yoga in London or Chinese cooking in New York restaurants. 
Something much more basic is needed to justify his concern. 

The subject of our discussion today is so phrased that we do not have to defend (1) the value of the 
Humanities and (2) the value of Oriental Studies. It is assumed that both are of valuc. 

It may perhaps be worth while to pause for a minute on the matter of definitions. What do we mean 
by the terms “Humanities” and “Oriental Studies"? Leaving aside the history of the term “Humanities” 
or “Humanistic Studies", I should like to refer to the current usage in my own country as providing a workable 
basis. We have come to use the term “Humanities” to mean the wide range of intellectual interests which 
concern the history of civilisation, the arts, aesthetics, philosophy, literature, religion, ethics, language, the 
cultivation of those attitudes of mind which lead mankind beyond the creation of physical force and the search 
for creature comforts. 'The Humanities include all those interests which are often lumped together as 
“spiritual”, and I use the term in a wide sense, not restricting it to the "religious". The term is often used 
as synonymous with *'liberaling"or “liberating” subjects, that is, those which liberate the spirit of man from 
bondage to things physical. It is evident that the term “Humanities” overlaps with the term “social sciences", 
the section of intellectual interests which deal with man in adjustment to his environment and his fellow man— 
specifically such subjects as economics, a'ihropology, sociology, geography, communications, commerce, 
politics, government. NO sharp line can be drawn between those two major fields, nor can they in turn be 
sharply separated from the mathematical and physical and biological sciences. But in a general way we 
have a case for each one of the major intellectual fields just mentioned and we know, therefore, fairly well 
what we mean by the “Humanities”. : 

By “Oriental Studies" we have in the sessions of the present Congress a definition of our topic in the 
range of subject-matter included in our total programme. The many subjects include the origins and develop- 
mert-of civilisation in all its aspects. Even the historical side of the subiects just mentioned as the “social 
sciences" is part of Oriental Studies, that is, the history of the development of those subjects in Oriental 
regions. ‘Oriental Studies", in brief, is a term of which the first element is a geographical concept, and 
it includes all that. we know about man is the regions which we recognise as the Orient. Thus, while 
“Humanities” is a term which designates a kind of intellectual interest, Oriental Studies is a term defining 
the physical geographical area in which man’s activities are being considered, and the term is not defined 
temporally or by subject-matter. 

The question put to us then is what the relationship is between the two types of interest represented 
зу {һе two terms. There is an implication in the working of the question that we are to consider the contribu- 
tion which Oriental Studies, in contradistinction to Occidental Studies, can make to enlarging, enriching, 
fulfilling Humanistic Studies. A statement of definition such as I have attempted doubtless suggests to 

everyone ways in which Oriental Studies can and do aid Humanistic Studies. To try to sharpen our discussion 
and make it profitable, may I venture the suggestion that we consider the ways in which Oriental Studies 
can be pursued to advance Humanistic Studies in a practical way? What can we get from our studies that 
we aid the world-wide body of thinking men in cultivating their humanistic interests. Let me be specific 
about a few topics to illustrate what I mean. : 4 
Ge . First, let me mention the development of law, legal concepts and their influence on human history. 
Ed “Should we not consider that studies, even now in progress, are shedding light upon the conception of law in 
ancient Mesopotamia, a conception at variance with that in ancient Egypt and a millennium later in India 
and China? We are getting an idea of the development of law still capable of enriching legal institutions: 
of liberalising our mental, even our spiritual, attitudes. I leave it to Mesopotamian scholars to answer the 
question. I only ask it. 
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What about the means of human communication ? I mean speech, Evan T. he discovery at the 
end of the 18th century of Sanskrit grammatical analysis led to a complete refor mation of ideas of grammar 
in the western world. The Paninian system revolutionised western grammatical concepts and started the 
MOS odern treatment of speech. We have still not exhausted the stimulus which ancient Indian linguistic 

n 


i i р linguistic science. 3 
studies can give to our modern ling а P | TN | 
In the ficld of art, are we still not learning from the ancient Egyptians, the ancient Chinese, the less 


ancient, but still ancient enough, Indians? e < 
No mathematician myself, I listen astonished to the reports of my mathematician friends who have 


studied Babylonian mathematics. SÉ ; 

But I shall not carry illustrations any further. The very appreciation of the achievements of man five 
millennia or more ago and from then on continuously is at once inspiring to us today and humbling as well, 
It gives us some measure of hope that we can solve our besetting problems of today. It teaches us, if we 
will but listen to history, how often, mankind has failed, oftener perhaps than he has succeeded, and gives 
us clues to differentiate methods that may succeed from those that may not. 

To my mind one of the needs of my own western world today is to accelerate the process, already begun, 
of introducing Oriental material, ancient and modern alike, into our Humanistic studies in schools, colleges, 
universities. I think of Indian philosophical speculations and systematisations as belonging in our study of 
the history of human thought. Sanskrit and Chinese and Japanese literature can properly expand western 
literary appreciation and as such should have a place in the teaching of literature. Modern languages of 
the area—Arabic, Persian, Chinese, the many modern Indian languages—need more representation in our 
Western studics. 

Most of all, perhaps, we stand to gain from a study of value systems. 
great people should study the current value systems of other great peoples. Just to understand how other 
men’s minds are operating can lead to international adjustments, peaceful accommodation. It is possible 
that such knowledge might even lead each one of our nations to some intelligent modification of its own 
system of values. This would be to further the motives of the United Nations, helping to bring the profits 
of peace to all lands and all mankind. This is perhaps the world’s greatest need in our time, the need of 
mutual understanding and tolerance, and Oriental Studies have their contribution, not too modest a contri- 


bution either, to make toward it. 


In an ideal arrangement every 


Other speakers.—Dr. BUDDHA PRAKASH, Dn. К. Новев, Suri P. N. PusuP and Dr. A. A. GÜBER also 
made brief observations. The first of them said that the days when it was believed that liberation from 
dependence could be had only by a wholesale adoption of European ways were over and this should give 
a new impetus to Oriental Studies. 

Dr. Hüber said that Oriental Studies in the German Democratic Republic were not confined to a 
privileged few, but hundreds of persons in that country were devoted to a large variety of such studies and 
research. 

Shri Pushp observed that Oriental Studies should be integrated into Humanities with a view to cvolving 
a world culture. : 

Professor Güber said that Oriental Studies should be aimed at the interpretation of man. A propcer 
appreciation of the East and West can be made when it is realised that every country has contributed towards 
the development of human culture. 


Professor Humayun Kabir: Concluding speech.—I am sure I am expressing the views of all present 
when I say that we are grateful to the distinguished scholars who have taken part in this evening's symposium. 
They have ranged over a wide field; this was perhaps inevitable when the subject concerns the humanities. 
Orientology is itself a wide and comprehensive term and includes in it almost every department of human 
knowledge. D is true that Orientalists have at times laid greater stress on the study of the language, philo- 
sophy or social institutions of countries of Asia and Africa, but how can an Orientalist neglect developments 
in science and mathematics and technology? These disciplines have contributed equally to the splendid 
civilisations that flourished in these regions of the world from prehistoric times, We know that the alphabet, 
the decimal system and geometry are contributions of Phoenicians, Indians and Egyptians. Paper is a gift 
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of ancient China. In metallurgy, d and other countries of this region made contributions which have 
made later advances possible. Oriental studies thus include both the natural science and the human 
sciences, but we may perhaps concede that their impact has been greater and more direct on the field of 
human relations and human concepts. 

Most of the speakers have agreed that a greater knowledge of cultures other than one’s own was always 
important and has become even more so in the context of the modern world. Formerly we could avoid " 
the foreigner. Today, every country has among its permanent residents a fair proportion of people of 
different nationalities. A knowledge of other cultures is therefore today a condition of social peace and 
security. Men fear whatever they do not know and dislike whatever is alien and stranger. Much of the 
dislike of the foreigner has been and is still due to differences which we do not understand. One of the 
major causes of distrust and conflict would thus be removed with the removal of ignorance of other countries 
and other peoples. 

І know that this view is sometimes challenged. Even this evening, we have found a protagonist of the 
view that greater knowledge may lead to greater conflict. Countries which are separated in space have 
no point of contact and therefore no point of conflict. Also, we often idealise people about whom we do 
not have adequate knowledge. Rousseau’s noble “Savage” remained noble only so long as he remained 
distant. There is therefore some risk in greater contacts among people and this we need not deny, but we 
must at the same time insist that contacts are inevitable in the modern world and hence greater knowledge 
is necessary to remove one of the major causes for suspicion and fear. 

Some speakers have referred to the danger of regimentation as a result of greater contact between 
different cultures. The cinema and the radio tend to bring into vogue the same kind of clothes, manners 
and language throughout the world. Someone has called the petrol pump a symbol of modern civilisation, 
for it is exactly the same whether it is found in an arctic or a tropical region or in a capitalist or a communist 
country. This however seems to me a superficial view. It is true that there is today a far greater degree of 
uniformity than has been evident in the past, but one may add that this uniformity can never become 
absolute: Similarity in non-essentials may indeed create the necessary environment for diversity in essentials. 

Let me make my point clear. As technology develops, greater diversity is bound to follow. Poor people 
in the same country tend to dress alike. Their food tends to be uniform and monotonous. Those who have 
more wealth have opportunity for greater diversity in clothes and food. This is true both on an individual 
and a national scale in respect of food, clothing and houses. We may go further and say that what applies 
to these external manifestations of culture applies equally to human thought and feeling. So long as man 
lives on a physical level, he is not very different from animals. Till recently, vast masses of men and women 
throughout the wor!d have been condemned to this level of subsistence living. Today, science and technology 
are for the first time providing a stronger economic base so that individuals and nations can have richer 
and fuller lives. ; : 

As men grow in this way, the cultures they represent will also grow. Greater knowledge of Asian and 
African civilisation and culture by Europeans and Americans and of European and American culture by 
Asians and Africans will certainly help to develop mutual understanding. It will also at the same time 
give to the people of different countries an opportunity of developing unique institutions and habits of thought. 

As I said at the very opening of this Congress, no man can claim to be truly educated today unless he has 
some knowledge of both Oriental and Occidental Studies. Perhaps a special discipline of Occidentology 
should therefore be developed to balance the field of studies that is broadly described as Orientology. 

Greater mutual knowledge will certainly lead to greater understanding and, one hopes, greater sympathy 
and community of feeling. I would in this context like to refer to the contribution which developments in 
technology can make towards this end. There is no denying that shortage of material goods and services 
has been one of the major causes of conflict in the past. Hungry men are angry men and this applies equally 

. to individuals and nations. When food is in constant short supply, it is futile to expect good humour and 
fellowship. In such an environment, individuals compete with one another for survival and the same law 
rules in the relations of peoples. Many of the major conflicts of the past have taken place when different 
tribes or races sought to obtain control over the same sources of supply of food and water. Ў 

Even after civilisation had developed, the struggle between individuals and nations did not cease. It 
was a recognition of this fact which led Darwin to formulate the so-called law of Struggle for Survival. Iti КО 
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also at the base of Marx's formulation of the theory of Class Conflit. In fact, the essence of human economy 
till recent years has been the inadequacy of goods and services in relation to human gomand: 

So long as an economy of scarcity was the rule, the results could not have peen още wise. Techno- 
logical innovations which began some three hundred years ago indicated for the first time ше ап есопоту 
of scarcity is not inviolate like a law of nature. Production grew rapidly in almost every department of 
human life and in the last fifty years, the new scientific revolution has brought about a state of affairs where 
man is for the first time in history in a position to meet all legitimate demands of human beings. Today, 
man can produce enough food, clothing, shelter and other services for all mankind. In spite of great dis- 
parities of income and a tendency of a small minority to monopolise a major portion of the increased wealth 
of the world the standard of life of the average man has risen steadily and is still rising. The scientific revolu- 
tion was the major factor which falsified Marx’s prediction that the growth of industrialisation would lead 
io increasing misery and suffering of the toiling masses. In fact the situation is quite otherwise. Today, 
even an unemployed pauper in Western countries enjoys amenities which were beyond the reach of the richest 
kings of past ages. : Е м 

Even more important than the increase in material standards is the effect which an economy of plenty 
will have on the psychology of man. Acquisitiveness, greed and jealousy are essentially concomitants of 
poverty. Men do not fight for things which are in abundant and assured supply. Sunshine and air are two 
of the most valuable elements for survival and yet normally no one fights for them nor seeks to preserve them, 
This position has also been reached in respect of water in many municipal areas. We have not yet attained 
a comparable position in respect of food, but one can easily visualise a society where no one will fight for 
bread because everyone has enough of it. We must also remember that the demand for these essentials is 
inelastic. A rich man cannot and in fact generally does not cat or drink more than the poor. Once the 
threat of want and scarcity is removed, а major cause of conflict between men will disappear. 

With the help of modern science and technology, man is moving towards a world of plenty. In such 
а world, insecurity and want will disappear. Once this happens, man's creative energies will find abundant 
scope. І have sometimes defined as “spiritual” things which do not diminish by sharing. All material goods 
decrease when parcelled out among different individuals. Knowledge, affection or understanding do not 
decrease, but on the contrary increase when shared. If we accepted this definition of spirituality, science and 
technology have for the first times created conditions where all men may become spiritual. 

I do not say that men will necessarily become spiritual as a result of the growth of science, but I do say 
that for the first time in human history, conditions have been created where men do not need to fight for 
survival and comfort. Once this consciousness permeates among the masses, we shall have the surest founda- 
tion for understanding among all men and for a flowering of spirituality in the truest sense of a term. While 
science in its practical applications will provide the instrument for bringing about this change, science in its 
theoretical aspect—and this includes the study of the Humanities, Oriental and Occidental,—can make a 
most significant contribution in creating the mental climate for the transformation. 
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A Symposium on “Changes in Muslim Personal Law” was held at New Delhi in Vigyan Bhavan on the 
9th January, 64, from 6 to 8:30 p.m., with the Union Minister of Education, Shri M. С. Chagla, in Ge Chair 
Professor M. Mujecb, Vice-Chancellor, Jamia Millia, New Delhi acted as the Secretary i) fre Sym Se, 
The speakers were: Maulana Saeed Ahmad Akbarabadi, H.E. Mr. Seyfullah Esin, H.E. Mr. Анди АЛ 
El-feki, Shri Mir Iqbal Hussain, Professor Syed Hossein Nasr, Shri Fazlur Rahman, Professor J. N.D 


Anderson, Shri Ajmal Khan and Khwaja Muhammad Ahmad. The inaugural and concluding speeches 
were delivered by Shri M. C. Chagla. 


Shri M. C. Chagla: Inaugural speech.—The subject of today’s discussion is “Changes in Muslim 
Personal Law”. In my opinion, this is an extremely important subject that we are going to discuss. We have 
50,000,000 Muslims in this country and they have a personal law, and the question often arises to what 
extent is this personal law sacrosanct and to what extent and what degree can the State interfere with the 
personal law. We are going to hear speakers from different countries who will point out to us whether the 
personal law of Muslims in their country has been altered, and if so, to what extent. 

The question we have to consider 15: What is personal law? In all these discussions definition is very 
important, and let us be clear in our minds as to what we understand by personal law. Does personal law 
mean everything in which the individual is interested and where he has impact on society? We are no longer 
living in an age when an individual can function as it were in a vacuum, where he can retire in his ivory 
tower, and may have no contacts with society, In this complex civilisation the individual has various impacts 
on society and on the State. And the question is,- does personal law extend to the extent of every impact or 
contact the individual has with the State and society or is the definition of personal law to be restricted to 
certain essentially personal matters, for instance, the individual’s right to profess his religion, his right to 
believe in his own faith, his right to hold his own tenets, which in a large measure have no impact on society 
or on the State, because this is the individual’s or the person’s own concern. In other words, there are certain 
spheres in an individual’s life where he has contact with his own God, with which the State or the society is 
not concerned and should not be concerned. The question is whether we should confine personal law to 
that sphere alone. 

Now let us take certain cases where the State is interested in altering the law and which may affect the 
definition of personal law in its wider context. ‘Take, for instance, the specific case of monogamy. Is or 
is not the State entitled in the interest of social good to enact a law with regard to monogamy, although it 
may interfere with the personal law accepted in its wider sense? I wish, of course, to hear the opinions ex- 
pressed by the learned speakers of this evening, but my own view is that where you have a secular state such 
as ours, which does not officially recognise any religion or which has no official religion, which has no church, 
but which permits every citizen to profess his own religion—in such a secular state it cannot be said and should 
not be said that certain legislation for social good should be confined only to a section of a people, if the State 
takes the view that certain legislation is necessary for the people, for the good of the society, for social justice. 
I do not understand the argument that legislation should be confined only to a section of the people and not 
extend to the whole country. What is good for a section of the people must be good for the whole population. 
Every social legislation is an encroachment upon the individual’s right, upon the individual's personality, 
but we have passed the stage when we accepted the position that the State should not interfere with the indivi- 
dual and that the individual should be left alone to do what he likes. If we have accepted that position in 
the field of economics, in the field of politics, why is it that we should not accept that position in the field of 
social welfare, social justice and social reform? Therefore, I am a strong believer in a course which applies 
to every individual, whatever his religion, or his community, whatever his faith. Social progress cannot be 
m compartments. Sa 

Now let me look at the other aspect of the matter. I do not think it would be a tenable position to urge 
that one's personal law is so sacrosanct that no interference with it should be permitted. If you look at history 
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in our own country, you will see how from time to time several laws have been pud а. have altered or 
affected or modified personal law. The decisions of the judges—I was myself a NE or Day dem 
constantly altered Muslim Law. Even when a judge has interpreted E ne is ma р aw, which 
is known as judge-made law. When I decided a case of Mohammedan Law, my decision ecame a law of 
the land unless it was reversed by the Supreme Court. Before the Supreme Court, the Privy Council made a 
number of decisions which have interpreted Mohammedan Law. Therefore, it cannot be said, in fact, it is 
entirely untenable, that in India the personal law of the Muslims has been sacrosanct. The only question 


“is, what is the line that is to be drawn between the sanctity of Muslim Law and the right of the State to intervene 


or interfere with that law. The general purpose should be to clearly define it. In my opinion the line should 
be clear in our minds that to the extent that personal law dealt with religion, faith, tenets, something which 
is sacred to the individual, something which is intimate to him, something which is closely personal, the State 
has no right to interfere. The State has the right to interfere and should interfere, if it is satisfied that certain 
legislation is essential for social good or is in the interest of social justice. The duty of every citizen in this 
country is ultimately to submit to the decision of Parliament in regard to what is the social good that legislation 
is going to produce. I do not think Parliament should legislate in a fragmentary way for a part of Society 
and not for the whole country. After all, 50,000,000 Muslims have a voice in the election of that Parliament 
through adult suffrage. Parliament is the ultimate arbiter in regard to what is social good, what is social 
justice and what is in the interest of the people as a whole. 


Maulana Saeed Ahmad Akbarabadi.—Other learned speakers of this evening who have come from 
outside India will throw light on what is happening in their country with regard to Muslim law. Some 
would be concerned with the historical aspect of this subject. I am an Indian. As an Indian my interest 
lies in the ethical aspect of the subject. As our learned President has pointed out, the main thing to be scen 
is this: whether there could be a social reform without making,an encroachment on the personal law of the 
Muslims. So I would like to confine myself to the first aspect of the subject. 

Islam, like other religions, according to the Quran, is composed of two component parts, viz., din and 
shariah, "The Quran further says that din, from the time of Noah down to the advent of the Prophet Moham- 
mad, has been the same and so is unchangeable. It is only the shariah which has been different from prophet 
to prophet. However, as din is always implemented through the shariah, they cannot be separated from each 
other for practical purposes. The shariah of Islam, adumbrated in the Quran and explained and elucidated 
by the Prophet is, as it is, meant for all times and for all the people of the world having different social customs 
and manners. It cannot, therefore, be rigid and inflexible. This explains what Qazi Abu Yusuf, the well- 
known jurist of his time, has said, “One who is not familiar with the conditions of his time is not permitted to 
give a religious verdict." There is a saying of Abdullah ibn Mas‘ud, the eminent jurist-companion of the 
Prophet, “What is deemed as good by Muslims is good and what is deemed as bad by Muslims is bad." - This 
saying also makes a point in this regard. It is obviously on this basis that urf, or customs and things conducive 
to the welfare of society, have always been regarded by the jurists as one of the factors determining the merit | 
and value of an issue, i 

З It is now clear that the shariah, or Islamic law, by its very nature and character is liable to make adapta- 
tions to meet the genuine requirements of Muslim Society in a particular age and place. But how would this 
adaptation be made or a change effected? As a matter of fact, Islamic law is mainly based on and derived 
пош the Quran and алар Although one finds some other sources, like giyas, “individual opinion", ijma, 

ота of opinion”, and, as I have just mentioned, urf, "social customs and manners”, and masalih al 
mursilah, things good for the human society”, etc. as referred to in the books of fiqh, the principles of Islamic 
jurisprudence. T hey are not, however, allowed to be independent of the letter and spirit of the Quran and 
sunnah. As for instance, “God has declared riba, generally translated as interest, illegal in the Quran, but 
what sort of transactions come under the definition and connotation of the word riba, this may be disputable. 
But once it is proved and established that a particular kind of transaction comes under the definition of the 
oe E PERDE ЗЕ Гав under Islamic law. One may give his own reasons to justify his stand 
with regard to the legality or i legality of a thing. He would, however, be bound to sec that his judgement 
15 1n no case contrary to the basic teachings of the Quran and sunnah. To elucidate the point, it may further 
be stated that ahkam (commands), according to the Muslim theologians and jurists, are of two kinds, ahkam 
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тапзизаћ, relating to problems and issues which have a clear verdict either in the Quran or from the Proph 
and ahkam ghair mansusah, relating to problems on which no verdict at all has been given or which hi re T. 
dealt with only vaguely. As far as the first kind is concerned, nobody can have any right to alter жос 
any change therein. T his is "en that has been referred to by the Prophet when he SH “What is le A - 
legal and what 15 illegal is illegal.” Even the Prophet had no such a right against a thing clearly m 
by God. One finds in the Quran that, once upon a time, when the Prophet vowed not to take honey on the 
ground of some superstition, he was warned not to do so. Things that come under the category of mubahal 
the permitted things, as distinguished from the mandatory and the forbidden can, however, be checked A 
controlled, but only by competent authorities in the genuine interest of Muslim society, provided no funda- 
mental law of Islam is jeopardised. Polygamy, for instance, is legal in Islam, but if it is being misused by the 
Muslims of a country and society is adversely affected by this common practice, then, of course, the competent 
authorities have a right to check and control the practice temporarily. The practice will still remain legal 
in the sense that one who commits polygamy will not be committing a sinful act, though punishable under 
the law of the state. This explains the difference between diyana and quda, the divine and mundane effect 
of a practice, according to the jurists. 

Now let us consider the second kind of ahkam, that is, ahkam-i-ghair mansusah. The problems for which 
there is no clear solution in the shariah, as I have just said, can be divided into two branches (a) the problems 
which have been dealt with only vaguely or fragmentarily and (b) those which have been left untouched upon. 
In case of the former the statement of the Quran or the Prophet is liable to be interpreted in different ways. 
This is what has been called mutashabihat by the Prophet. All controversies amongst the ancient jurists are 
mostly related to this branch of akkam-i-ghair mansusah. They interpreted the statements of the Quran and sunnah 
in their own way, but I do not think that the door is not open now. Even today one is fully entitled to 
interpret a statement in his own way, provided his interpretation does not make an encroachment on any 
clear verdict of the shariah, and that his views'zre reasonably sound and convincing. As for the second branch 
of ahkam-i-ghair mansusah, they leave a wide scope for legislation. The jurists have laid down principles on 
the basis of which such problems can safely be solved and decided. There are plenty of things which can 
be mentioned in this connection. It would suffice to say here that the shariah is silent, deliberately perhaps, 
about the form of an Islamic state. This question has been left to the discretion of Muslims, who are enjoined 
upon to act on such occasions in consonance with the demands of the time and the national and international 
circumstances prevailing in the world. : 

In addition to these two kinds of ahkam, that is, mansusah and ghair mansusah, there is another kind which 
is called ahkam-i-mu‘allalah, that is, the rules or provisions based on certain causes. Such ahkam would naturally 
remain intact as long as their causes are there. With the disappearance of the cause, the ahkam concerned 
would also disappear. Moreover, on the basis of these causes, certain other ahkam can be formulated, if the 
causes are applicable to them. But here also one has to be vigilant and see that such application is not m 
contravention of a clear statement of the Prophet with regard to that particular thing. ' t 

I hope what I have said is enough to give an idea as to whether changes can be made in Islamic law or 
not, and if they can be made, then to what extent and how and when. 

Now, there arises a question as to who is competent to effect and sanction the change, if necessary. 1 
sincerely hope that there would be no two opinions on that. The Muslim jurists (ulama) only have the 
authority to look into the matter and give their decision thereupon. It is they who are meant by word ш 
al-amr in the verses of the Quran, “Obey God, and the Prophet and those who are in charge of your der 
On another occasion the Quran says, “Could those who know and those who do not know be equal to each 


other.” Again the Quran says “Ask the people who know if you do not know." This special DE o£ 
the jurists is quite natural and perfectly in consonance with the general practice everywhere. A legal pr oblem 
f that Ministry that the whole govern- 


is always referred to the Ministry of Law and it is under the guidance o 
ment and Parliament proceed. 


‘ommittee of the Congress kindly requested me to 
accepted the privilege, although I hardly feel 
I wish that a Turkish scholar 
where 98 % of the population 


‚Н. E. Mr. Seyfullah Esin.—When the Organising C 
speak on “Changes in Muslim Personal Law,” I gratefully 
qualified to speak with authority on such a subject in this learned assembly. 
versed in these matters were here at my place. However, coming from a country 
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are Muslims and where Muslim Personal Law underwent momentous саша а the T Se I 

thought that even the views of a layman might have some bearing on your le i = SE lis is how the 
hanges in Muslim Personal Law within the general evolution of Tt soei Ace oa ayman 2 

е Fi t of all, allow me to summarise what I think has been the traditional attitude of the Turks in the 
egen E MUS Personal Law. The Turkish *ulama who, as most Tore. belong to x Hanah sect’s 
: non-formalist Maturidi! branch stressing especially the importance of the individual conscience, have expressed 


opinions along the following lines: 

The establishment of Muslim Personal L | VoU Dd I | 
through the fact that the Quran accords clearly defined rights to all members of society, putting emphasis 
on the rights of women, children and slaves, who had hardly counted before.” E d 

A very important innovation, also introduced by the Quran, was the concept of the limits of God", 
beyond which the rights of the individual begin to be infringed. While it is prohibited to transgress the 
*limits of God", encouragement is given to go towards the opposite direction in granting generously beyond 
the minimum incumbent by the law.! Therefore, it can be said that on the right side of the “limits of God", 
the individual has full latitude of action. Moreover, in case of uncertainty, he is not only allowed, but also 
in duty bound, to interpret the implications of the Quranic law with utmost sincerity and righteous eflort,? 
The Prophet Muhammad positively recommends this attitude in a hadith when he says that the effort of personal 
interpretation (ijtihad) is a good action, even when its results may be erroneous, but that when the interpretation 
is right, the meritis double. Evidently this hadith envisages also the ever-present danger of erroneous personal 
interpretation. However, it is possible to assess the correctness of an interpretation by testing it through the 
opinion of the community (ijma). Tradition has accepted in principle as correct an interpretation supported 
by the general consensus of the community. Thus ijtihad and ijma, the sincerity of efforts and the backing 
of the community, are together at the basis of any interpretation in the application of Muslim Personal 
Law. =" 


aw has seemed to them a landmark in the history of mankind, 


x 


| 


Seen 


| 

E In the best tradition of Turkish jurisprudential history, our ‘ulama have tried to legislate according to 
д the broadminded spirit which characterizes the Quran and the hadith, and also giving due share to the ijma‘. 
» Allow me to say en passant that legislation was directed by liberal principles, not only in what concerns Muslim 


Personal Law. In fact, the non-Muslim subjects of the Turkish Sultans, such as the Greek Orthodox and 
other Christians and the Jews enjoyed the right to use the personal law and customs of their own community. 
Even foreigners were granted far-reaching rights in this direction. It is in the light of this tolerant attitude 
that the granting of Capitulations by the Ottoman Empire at the height of its power, in the 16th century, 
to France and to other European states should be viewed. 

I shall now give some examples of the liberal spirit which prevailed in the application of Muslim Personal 
Law in Turkey: for instance, although in Muslim law the male heir inherits the double of the share of the 
heiress, bequests to secure the contrary effect were made. I know personally of a case where the testator of 
a wagf dating back to the 16th century provided double shares to his women descendants who, up to very 
recent times, received regularly their double shares to the detriment of the male heirs. This is the waqf of 
the Khalwati Shaikh Muslihuddin Merkez Efendi of Istanbul. 4 
, It has been said that women were oppressed in the Ottoman Society. In reality, Muslim women had 
in Turkey a better position, in certain cases, than in Western Europeanstates. For instance, Turkish women 
have always retained in marriage the right to dispose and administer their personal property, without the 

, interference of the husband—a privilege which is still denied to women in several countries of Europe. 
eae Eu шт а И to break the covenant of marriage, even if a specific 
of incompatibility Separation was more co: SE SE in the marriage contract? However, in cases 

S mmon than such divorces. 


GE ES died А.н. 333 in Samarkand. 
uran, : and women have rights similar to those, agai in aj ; 
a [ › againsl-men, in а just n 
i Quran, LXV/1: Too „and whoever goes beyond the limits of Allah, he indeed Se soul.” 
| ; GH УО X j E brings a good deed, will have tenfold like it. . 2. i 
duin us E ЛЕТ d p gum. the Word and follow the most generous meaning in it, those are the ones whom God has guided 
°Hadith, quoted by D.B. Macdonald in the Encyclopaedia of Islam, 


"Quran, 1V/19: “O you who believe, it is not lawful for you to take wo den CIR URN 


men as heritage against their will.” 
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The pattern of the evolution of T urkish. legislation can generally be explained by this humanistic fact 
` which I have tried to describe. Besides, a political factor also, at least in the last two. centuries, pl i 
determining part in the changes which took place in the juridical outlook of the Turks. This SE x 
was the NG сыш. E SE Zoos: The military reverses of the олуу Empire 
in Europe, which started in the eighteenth century, stimulated the desire for more knowledge of matters 
European. The French Revolution. and the rapid advances achieved in the industrial and scientific fields 
were bringing about in Europe anew social environment whose impact was felt in Turkey. More and more, 
the adoption of the progressive methods and institutions of Europe was recognised as indispensable 
among the intellectual Turkish groups with western tendencies, and by several Sultan-Caliphs. Selim TU 
reign, between 1789 and 1807, was characterized by the JVizam-i- edid or New-Order legislation. Mahmud 
II, Sultan from 1808 to 1839, abolished many out-of-date institutions and replaced them by new ones. Abdul- 
Mejid, who reigned from 1839 to 1861, attempted two great reforms by promulgating his ** Charter of Liberties” 
in 1839, and his “Tirman of Reforms” in 1856. This last document, as well as the situation created by the 
Crimean War, caused the Official acceptance of Turkey in the European Concert at the Paris Conference 
of 1856. 

From then on, the ball was set rolling. In the 1860s, two tendencies developed on the question of how 
to adapt the social institutions of the Ottoman Empire to the modern world. One group, headed by the 
Grand-Vizir “Аай Pasha, advocated the adoption of the Napoleonic Civil Code, and thus represented а new 
version of the tendency called in Islamic tradition /aqlid, or imitation. The other group, headed by Jevdet 
Pasha, the Minister of Education, preferred ijtihad, which can be translated as personal effort towards a new 
interpretation. This latter opinion prevailed when, in 1868, the Turkish Government appointed a committee 
of jurists entitled Majallah-i ahkam-i 'adliyah. Thus was started a major work: the first codification of Islamic 
law in the light of modern needs. 

The ensuing monumental collection of statutes called the Majallah and consisting of 1851 articles in sixteen 
books, although not containing a book on personal law, was a work so well laid out that it was readily adopted 
and applied in all Ottoman lands. Even after the separation from Turkey, the Majallah was kept, sometimes 
for decades, in countries like Cyprus, Palestine or Bulgaria. 

'The Majallah puts primary emphasis on ethical considerations. The judge was guided by a digest 
entitled Qava‘id-ikulliyah (or Fundamental Principle). Among these principles, the following concerns 
especially our subject: “The evolution of times brings about changes in legal provisions." This was a reaffirma- 
tion of the views of many carlier Islamic authorities, such as Suyuti, who said that each age needs its own 
interpreter or mujlahid. 

The Majallah remained in application in Turkey until 1926, when new conditions which had gradually 
developed began to weigh again on the minds of the legislators. In what concerns our subject, the main 
change in Turkish society was the de facto emancipation of women. This was hastened by the uninterrupted 
series of wars that Turkey had to sustain from 1911 to 1993. The drain on manpower had as result the taking 
over by women of innumerable jobs in public services. The varied scale of their services included the tilling 
of the soil; office work; municipal services; liberal professions ; administrative activities; many military duties, 
sometimes even on the front line. ^ 

In this situation, Turkish women had become entitled to the status of that equality of rights with men 
which the Prophet of Islam had recognised to women-warriors such as Nusaybah.! | a" 

The status of women was but one aspect of the question of aligning the country with the conditions of 
of the modern world in which Turkey had to live. There were many others. 

The founder and first President of the Turkish Republic, Kemal Ataturk, had secularized in 1924 the 
Turkish State to erase for ever the memory of the Capitulations, abolished at the Peace Conference of Lausanne 
in 1923, and to hinder any velleity of the return of foreign tribunals and other privileges in Turkey. He had 
also initiated since years a broad research work conducted by modernist Turkish scholars on the best way 
of meeting the new situation. As a result of their work, the Grand National Assembly of Turkey, representing 
the entirety of the Turkish people, arrived at a unanimous decision which, in Islamic terminology, amounts 
to an ўта“. It was decided to promulgate new legislations, compatible with the necessities of modern Turkey, 


1 Тра Hisham, Cairo 1936, vol. II, page 84, note 1. 


3 Hadith, “Follow thou the law. of thine own heart...” quoted by M. Arif in Binbir hadith serh i-serifi, Cairo, А.н. 1319. 
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eriod of hardly 10 years, a new civil code, a code of obligations, a code 
of civic procedure, a commercial and a penal code. Within this second great шк of the Turkish 
legislation, special attention was given to personal Jaw, for which the progressive pu | wil Code of 1919 
served as basis. In this field, some provisions of the 1300 years old Muslim ао aw were found, 
however, to be more liberal and were kept unchanged. Such were, for example, the provisions tou ching 


the right of disposition of women over their own property, without marital control. | 
o changes in the present personal law in Turkey, compared to the former provisions, are 


Thus were adopted within a short p 


Some important 
the following: 

Polygamy is abolished by art. 93 of the Turkish Civil Code of 1926. 1 { 
the Turkish Civil Code docs not derogate from the spirit of the Quran, chapter IV , Verse 3, allowing polygamy | 
under the then prevailing special conditions in war-torn Medina, where Muslim widows with orphaned children | 
were left destitute, but adding also: ©...... if you fear that you will not do justice, then (marry) only one. . d ee | 

Further, equal rights of inheritance were established among male and female children. Article 439 of | 
the Turkish Civil Code states that the primary heirs аге the offspring of the deceased, and that the children | 
inherit equally. Again, this stipulation is in the spirit of the Quran, wida declares in chapter IV, verse 
7858 and for women a share”, adding, “whether it be little or much... . .. . Anyway, the Quran seems to 


give superior rights of inheritance to men, only because they are the providers of the family. Chapter IV, 
verse 34, hints at this, in effect, when stating: “Men are the providers of women...... ”, As I have recalled 
H 1 : 

above in tlie case of Nusaybah, the woman-warrior, the Prophet Muhammad had recognised equality of rights 
with men to women who performed a service gencrally reserved to men. Today, Turkish women, 
in towns and in rural areas often perform a man's function, as they contribute to a great extent to the family's 
maintenance and are also eligible for certain categories of military service. 

Let me terminate by affirming that the spirit which animates our legislators is that of justice and equity 


which, according to Islam, God has placed in the heart of maer) 


It must be noted that, in this instance, 


Н. E. Mr. Ahmed Hassan El-Feki.—In this congregation of eminent scholars, it is with due modesty 
and humility that I, as a non-specialist, venture to speak a few words. This, however, is in compliance with a 
request made to me to give a brief description of the evolution of Islamic Personal Law in the U. A. R. during 
the past 50 years or so. I shall, with your permission, confine myself to a brief statement. 

It will be observed that this evolution strictly remains within the bounds and limits prescribed by the 
two principal sources of legislation in Islam, namely, the Holy Quran and the sunnah of the Prophet. Countries 
of the Ottoman Empire, side-stepping all other jurisprudences, strictly adhered to the jurisprudence of Imam 
Abu Hanifa in regard to matters of detail. But independent Egypt, from 1923 onwards, made successful 
reforms in Islamic Personal Law with a view to enlarging its scope and to derive benefit from other schools of 
jurisprudence also, apart from Abu Hanifa's, * vherever it was found that such rules or jurisprudences werc likely 
to contribute towards a more liberal and modern legislation. Therefore, in the amendments made in the years 
“1929 (Law No. 26), 1931 (Law No. 78), 1943 Law No. 77, 1946 (Law No. 48),1952 (Law No. 180), the appeal 
of the jurists to the rules of Imam Malik, Imam ibn Hanbal, Imam Shafi, the Zahirites and 
the Shiite Jurisprudences is well evident; and this has been done on account of the fact that 
all these rules are forms of ijtihad permissible within the bounds and framework of orthodox 
Islam. In fact, these slight differences have no bearing whatever on Islam as such. Two 
years ago, a Commission was set up with a view to codifying all laws comprehended under the term 
personal law. The work is still in progress and no final resolutions have been passed, but in any case this 
new and comprehensive personal law will remain in strict conformity with the words and the spirit of Islam, 
that is to say, it will be entirely based on the Quran and the sunnah, but derive full benefit from all the rules 
of the eminent jurists, wherever it is deemed necessary. "The most radical reform completed till now in the 
U. A. R. concerns the Wagfs, which has been made with full regard to the original spirit of this institution; 
and also with a consideration of the abuses which came to light in the course of history. Wagfs at long last 

in the U. А. К. аге confined to benevolent Wagfs, i. e., those for the benefit of all, including even the descendants 
of the wagij”s family. 
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MODIFICATIONS IN THE LAWS OF PERSONAL STATUS INTRODUCED I 


Towards the end of the last and the beginning of this century, there was a movement in E i 
reforms in the Religious Courts. The great jurist, Muhammad Abdu wae at A E С Es 
Egypt. He did his best to introduce the needed reforms, but his unexpected dcath put an E t hi E S 
The courts then continued to apply the rulings of the Hanafi school, and to exclude 2 Cer, bn LEM 
When the relations of Egypt with the Ottoman Empire were terminated, the misii ai a liber 1 d 
tion of the rulings of the other schools was welcomed. A committee of Godin jurists Nds se u A S m 
this reform. It laid down a detailed code of personal status, settling all questions M to Sand Н EE 
alimony, parenthood, guardianship, etc., according to the best rulings of all the schools The ~ osals of 
this code were published, in order to invite the critical opinion of all competent jurists. SR 


However, opposition to the project by certain groups resulted in the abandonment of the whole project 
and subsequently the first World War put an end to this endeavour. | 


N THE UNITED ARAB REPUBLIC, — 


Д lar Never > : i i 

After the War, however ‚а movement for a gradual and partial reform succeeded in the promulgation 
of Law No. 25 of 1920. This law introduced certain views of Imam Malik relating to marital separation, 
alimony and alimony debts, which may be summarised as follows:— 


(a) The alimony due from the husband to his wife is an exigible debt from the day the husband refrained 
from paying it. This debt will not lapse cither by divorce, death or the wife's temporary desertion. 
This view is contrary to the rulings of the Hanafi school. 3 

(b) A judge is authorised to issue a decree of divorce against the husband who refuses to maintain his 
wife, if the wife sues him in a court. If the husband proves his inability to maintain his wife, he 
would be allowed a month's time, after which the judge can pronounce his divorce verdict. If the 
husband deserts his wife without leaving enough money for her maintenance, the judge shall summon 
him to either return to his wife ок to send her the required money within a fixed time. After the 
lapse of this period, the judge will pronounce the divorce. If the husband's residence is unknown 
or inaccessible the judge will pronounce the divorce without any summons. 

Anyhow, divorce will not be granted if the husband's disposable property permits the payment 
| of alimony.. 

| The divorce issued by the judge is revocable, so that the husband can be reconciled with his 
divorced wife, provided the waiting period—idda—has not lapsed. However, reconciliation is 
possible only if the conditions which initiated the divorce have difinitely vanished. 

(c) If the husband is afflicted with some incurable defect, or with defects from which recovery needs a 

| long time, and if the wife suffers from the existence of this defect, the judge can pronounce a divorce, 

| provided the defect was по in existence when the marriage was contracted, or, if was in existence, 
| the wife had no knowledge of it. The divorce in this case is irrevocable. 

А (d) Before ће Law of 1920, the Hanafi law allowed the divorced wife to extend the waiting period either 
to three consecutive menstruations, or if this did not take place, up to her old age. The new Law 
limited the waiting périod to one year, if no menstruation takes place during the year, otherwise the 
waiting period may extend to three years. 

(с) In case of a lost husband, the law authorised the judge to pronounce a divorce if the absence of the 

| husband continues up to four years, and as to his property, up to the death of his contemporartes. 


The above rulings, edicted by the Law of 1920, are derived from the Maliki Law. But their application 
soon revealed the need for modification, as follows: 


(a) By Law No. 78, 1931, it was decided that the wife’s petition for alimony will not be examined 


S after the lapse of three years. ` ; 3 «tend to three 
(b) As to the alimony of the waiting period, which according to the Law of 1920 could, ех ио ы 


years, a new law (Law No. 26, 1929) decided that the maximum waiting period is one year. 


In 1923 the Law No. 56 (1923) was issued. It fixed the minimum age for a valid GE SE 
time of contracting marriage the wife should not be less than 16 years of age and the husband a 
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18 years. The officials who registered marriages were forbidden to register any marriage where the parties’ 


ages did not comply with these regulations. 
In 1996, a bill was submitted to Parliament aiming at restricting the right of a husband to marry more 
Se 3 - - EE 5 EX 
ihan one wife, unless he proves his ability to ensurc an cquitable treatment for them all, as also his ability 
to maintain them and other relatives whom he is legally bound to maintain. After a stormy debate, this 


bill was withdrawn. 
In 1999 the Law No. 25 (1929) was issued. It contained the following rules: 
(a) If the husband pronounces a triple or a double divorce, it is deemed valid for one divorce only. 
(b) A divorce conditioned on an action or an abstention or postponed to a future date is deemed valid. 
(c) A divorce pronounced under duress or during intoxication 15 void. e 
) A divorce pronounced in vague terms, where the word “аіуогсе” is not expressly used, is void. 
(е) A divorce which takes place after the consummation of marriage is always revocable (raja?) unless 
it is the third divorce or a divorce accompanied by a monetary consideration. 
The Law of 1929 went a step further than the Law of 1920, by increasing the cases where the wife can 
petition the court for a divorce. The aggrieved wife who seeks a divorce can base her claim on three grounds: 
(A) injury inflicted by the husband on the wife by word or deed; injury incompatible with the ircat- | 


ment due to her class, 
(B) the husband's absence for more than one year, or 


(C) the husband's imprisonment. 
(A) In the first case, the judge can pronounce the divorce at the request of the wife who proves that she 


has been maltreated by her husband, by word or deed. The judicial divorce is to be an irrevocable onc. 
If the wife cannot prove her claim, the judge must refuse her suit. But if she repeats her complaint and sues 
her husband for judicial separation, and is still unable to prove the maltreatment, the judge must not refuse 
her suit outright, but will appoint two arbiters, preferably from among the wife's relatives, to examine the 
causes of disagreement. If they discover the disagreement is due to the husband's fault or to the action of 
| both parties, the judge will pronounce a single irrevocable divorce. If the disagreement is entirely due to the 
| wife's fault, the judge will refuse her claim. 

(B) In the case of the husband's unjustified absence for one year or more, the wife is entitled to sue for a 
judicial divorce. The procedure set forth in the law requires the judge to summon the husband either to come 
back to his wife or to allow her to join him where he is. The judge fixes a reasonable period for the husband 
to act upon either of these two alternatives. When the fixed period elapses without any action by the husband, 
the judge pronounces an irrevocable single divorce. But if the husband's whereabouts are unknown, so 
that no communication with him is possible, the judge pronounces the divorce without granting any delay. 

(C) When the husband is sentenced to imprisonment for not less than three years, the wife is entitled 
to sue for judicial divorce after one year. The judge pronounces a single irrevocable divorce. 

These three laws have been deduced from Imam Malik’s and one from Imam Ahmed's jurisprudence. 


EE 


Er 


zs 
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PaRENTHOOD.—According to Abu Hanifa, once the contract of marriage is concluded, all children born 
afterwards are attributed ipso facto to the husband, even if he and his wife have not actually met. The Law of 
1929 changed this presumption and decided that no suit of parenthood can be received in court in the 
following cases: | 

(a) if it is proved that husband and wife have never met matrimonially ; 
= dE ү S саша сава m days from the death of the husband or the conclusion of a divorce. 
е jurisprudence of Malik, Shafi‘i and Ahmed ibn Hanbal. 


ALIMONY.—The Law of 1929 introduced the following rules: S 
(a) S divorced wife cannot claim the continuation of her alimony after 365 days from the date of the 
ivorce; on the ground that 365 days is the maximum waiting period (‘idda). This is according 
to the Maliki jurist Muhammad ibn al Hakam. 
(b) The divorced wife's alimony is to be estimated according to the husband's financial status, whether 
rich or poor,-and not according to the wife's financial status. 
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GUARDIANSHIP OF THE CHILDREN.—When a divorce takes place, the divorced wife i i 
guardianship of her children, according to Abu Hanifa, up to the age of sev for b vires er ве 
The Law of 1929 allowed the judge to extend this limit to nine and el de or boys and of nine for girls. 
The above legislative enactments concerned the rulings on M I T 
of children. We now turn to rulings relating to inheritance, waqf Sg EE alimony and guardianship 


INHERITANCE.— Lhe Islamic rules on inheritance were codified by the Law No. 77 of 1943. Thi 
introduced the following modifications to the previously prevailing rules: Ka ; his: law 
g S: 


]) Priority is given to money paid for providing the ex i 
g the expenses of the burial of tl 5 yer c 
other debts on the deceased's property. | pa 


2) I rime of murder which de Drives the murderer iron i 1 eritin б the v. st be inten- 
9 [he cri > lr 1 гет fr 1r I п g fr icti S 1 

й c m € victim, mu е I 
tional murder. | , 


3) In the сазс of a person residing in a Muslim state, and another residing in a non-Musli 

state, mutual inheritance between them is allowed, unless the law of one of the two ss 
allowing forcigners to inherit from its subjects. 

4) According to Abu Hanifa, if the relations of the deceased consist of full brothers, maternal brothers 
and a husband, the full brothers will have no share of the deceased's see, The new Eas 
decided that they should share in the inheritance with their maternal brothers. This is the opinion 
of the other three Imams, following the opinion of Omar, the second Caliph. 

(5) Finally, the new Law adopted the opinion of Abu Yusufin regulating the inheritance of the maternal 

relations. 


Tue Wagr.—No complete law was drafted to establish all the rules relating to the адў. However, a law 
was published partially regulating its rules and introducing the following changes, the Law No. 48 of 1946: 


(1) Before the new Law, a waq f once constituted could not be revoked, but the new Law decided that 
а wagj is revocable, unless it is made for the benefit of a mosque. 

(2) Before the new Law, a wagf had to be made to last forever, i.c., it could not be made for a tem- 
porary period. ‘This was the view of the two disciples of Abu Hanifa, of Shafii and of Ahmed 
ibn Hanbal. The new Law decided otherwise: 


(a) in the case of wagf for a mosque it must be perpctual; 

(b) in the case of waqf for benevolent objects, it could be either temporary or perpetual; 

(c) in all other cases the waqf must be temporary, with a maximum of sixty years, or for a 
period not exceeding two generations after the death of the initiator of the auf, ‘These 
decisions of the new Law are derived from the jurisprudence of Imam Malik. 


(3) The new Law authorised the judge to terminate a waqf when its income could not cover the re- 
quired repairs to the property. The proceeds of its sale were to be distributed among the bene- 
ficiaries. It also authorised, any beneficiary to terminate the wagf as regards his share. 

(4) Before the new Law, the provisions laid down in the document of the wagf were obligatory, unless 
they included illegal provisions. T he new Law decided that only valid conditions were to be 
respected. Invalid provisions are those restricting the liberty of marriage, of residence or of 


- incurring debts. A 
R (5) The same conditions were to be at the disposal of persons other than the originator of the wag, Zë 


(6) If the originator of a wagf has poor relatives, and the wagf itself was dedicated to benevolent aims, 


then such poor rclatives arc entitled to a share. 
(7) The new Law enabled cach beneficiary to manage SCH 
estate is divisible. 


arately his share in the wagf, if the wag f 


This was the Law of 1947, which prevailed until 1952, when a new Law (Law No. 180, 1952) was pro- 
mulgated which ordained the dissolution of all wagfs settled on non-benevolent objects, and prohibited ушы 
up such wagfs in the future. Thus all waqfs of this category in my country were transformed into private 
property estates. 
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Bzouzsr.— The Law No. 71 of 1946 codified the Islamic rules of bequest (wasiyyah). Two main innova- 
E he Ee Rl. Tarai to an heir without approval of the other heirs, up to one-third of 
E i d This is contrary to the opinion of the four Mazhabs De, schools of jurisprudence), 
but in conformity with the opinion of the Shia Imamiyya. ^ | 
(2) The Law compelled the bequeather to settle the share of a deceased s heir on his descendants. ў 
(3) The Law permitted the distribution by the bequeather of his estate among his heirs, provided 
there is no discrimination beyond one-third of his estate. "m 
I hope I have thrown light on the modifications of Islamic Laws in U.A.R. which, in spite of the modi- 
fications, remain confined to the principal sources of legislation in Islam, namely, the Holy Ouran and the 


sunnah of the Prophet. 


Shri Mir Iqbal Hussain.—Two views have been placed before us. One view is for no change in thc 
law. Perhaps it is based on the conception that the law, the personal law of Muslims, is a law derived from 
the Quran, and the Quran is an immortal book and contains immortal truths. Therefore, why should there 
be a change and change by anybody? That is one view. Then, perhaps, those who admitted that view also 
say, See the beneficent way in which the Quran has dealt with the rights of individuals. Take, for instance, 
women. Just now we had an occasion to listen to the statement that women in Islam can hold private pro- 
perty; even a married woman could hold private property, which was not the case in some of the advanced 
countries of the West. The right of inheritance is given to women. The daughter has the right to inherit 
her father’s property. Of course, she gets only a share. As а wife she is entitled to a share in her husband's 
property. Asa mother, she is entitled to a right in her children’s property. Hence the rights, so far as women 
are concerned, are also safeguarded, and also safeguarded by the tenets of the Quran. That is the reason why 
those who are advocating that there should be no change in the personal law admitted that the principles of 
justice, equity and good conscience are fully satisfied by the Quranic principles and, therefore, no change is 
| 4 necessary. Then there is another view that has been placed before us, and that view is perhaps based on 
| ra the principle that the Quran is not the only source, so far as Muslim law is concerned, and law should march 
with the times. It is the hand-maid of society. Therefore, instead of stagnating, it should move and cater 
to the needs of the people. That is another view. This view advocates certain legislation in important 
matters. Already there has been some legislation in this country; for instance, the Waqf Act of 1913, to 
counteract the principle that was laid down, practically following the principle of the English case, Morris 
vs. the Bishop of Durham, arid in the Privy Council, the case of Abul Fath v. Jasmain, that went up from India. 
That, of course, was granted so far as waq f was concerned, if the ultimate benefit was the benefit of humanity. 
Such a гаў could also be considered as a desirable one. Then, also, there has been another legislation, thc 
Dissolution of the Indian Marriage Act, 1939, laying down certain conditions under which women could 
approach a court of law and seek its assistance to get a divorce. Some of the reasons have already been 
placed before you: husbands not being heard of for years together, or being in prison and so many other cate- 
gories which I am not going to narrate. 

2 These two views are there. Now, should we consider that the tenets of the Quran are so immutable? 
They are, of course, and if that is so, should there not be any question of change at all in the personal law? 
Itisa very pertinent point for consideration. I shall deal with one or two of these cases. I shall tell you 
how my mind moves on this subject. Now take, for instance, one case that is very prominent, perhaps, in thc 
M VE MEE pai pum d йге о n the minds of Muslims: What about the question of 
EE x ume e 3 E ? e instance, a person has two sons, A and B. A has е 
я Г rig gi in heritance is concerned, A and B have the right to inherit 

Ў property. Supposing A dies during the lifetime of his father. His children, namely, thc 
grandchildren, according to the law that is prevalent now, are not entitled to any share in the grandfather's 
вао. В has only one child. Не will be entitled to the whole lot of property. And after his death, 
iren pedet e mc inq Мааз rm зон might аш? Mere a d 
be asked? Here are the children. The аа ` E SE E E 
guest cuo. do ie edu eo g ( er 15 a very wealthy person. He has left property to his 

5 son, on of the grandchildren by a pre-deceased son. Now, in a sister country, there 
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а reform that has been made and promulgated. "They have adopted a rule like this. They said, consid 
the children of the deceased son as though they are still entilted to succeed, as though the should di i kc p 
dead man's ac end 290 the grandfather's estate with their uncle. "This means MU in s of 
inheritance. But this does not seem to me to be a proper remedy. I have had an ec £ Jisteni 
: ? alk given by Prof. Ander: ? zu ee 
the lear ned tal g iy D nderson yesterday. I am sure, he wili be able to tell you how the working 
of this principle results u ANES Therefore, developing this topic, changing the law altogether, perhaps 
not taking into consideration some of the circumstances, some of the cases that might arise, which have ist 
been provided for, will lead to injustice in the distribution of property. If that is so, it may be asked—shall 
we leave the law as it is? I have seen as an advocate and later as a judge, that the children who are left 
unprovided for, in spite of the fact that the grandfather was in possession of immense property, are left to be 
taken care of by whom? They are subjected to cruelty, to a hard life. How is this in consonance with the 
spirit of Islam and with the spirit of the Quran? The Quran gives a primary importance to orphans, teaching 
the Muslim to treat them gently, treat them with justice, give them their rights, safeguard their property, 
look after them much more than they look after their own children. If that is so, how could we exclude 
them from inheritance and say at the same time that it is in consonance with the principles of the Quran. 
There are some who say that there is another provision. Let us have a look at it. There is a provision and 
if that provision is properly looked into, then there cannot be any injustice. They say that a Muslim can 
make a gift of the property, gift of the whole property, if he wants to, to anybody he likes. There is no restric- 
tion ofany kind on his powers. He has full rights. He can do whatever he likes with his property. Therefore, 
during his own lifetime, he can make a gift of the property to his grandchildren, and that would satisfy their 
needs. He could provide for them and provide for them amply. But is there any obligation on the grand- 
father to do so? I know a number of cases where the grandfather, under the influence of some relations—it 
so happens, supposing the children that are left orphans or they are from a divorced wife, or a deceased wife, 
and the children that inherit the property, they are from the existing wife,—so it happens that the grandfather 
in many cases forgets that he has got to do justice so far as the grandchildren are concerned, or perhaps the 
people might prevail upon him and say that making a gift of the property is a costly affair. Why make it? 
It may be that the grandfather wants to postpone, though he has the intention of doing something for the 
grandchildren, but does not do so, with the result that they arc left unprovided for. Hence, what is the remedy? 
One remedy that appears to me to be very effective, not going out of the shariah, or the law as it is, but still 
making the fullest use of it, is to make the grandfather, to compel him, to make a will providing for the main- 
tenance of the children; not only for the maintenance of the children, but giving them some share in the pro- 
perty; one-third of the property, he has got every right to give. In the circumstances, this appears to be a 
very salutary way of making provision for the orphans. In other words, as was just pointed out to us by 
His Excellency the Ambassador for the U.A.R., there should be a sort of an obligatory bequest, not leaving 
the matter to any chance, by compelling the grandfather to make a bequest in his own life-time for the benefit 
of the grandchildren by a pre-deceased son. That is one of the ways I would Меш respectfully place before 
this audience, and say, well, the whole difficulty with regard to the succession and inheritance without changing 
the law with regard to this matter could be very easily solved. Я ] { 
The next topic that I would like to refer o is divorce. Now, so far as divorce is concerned, according 
to Islamic law, it requires and enjoins that people who are married, should live in amity, should live with 
love, and it discourages divorce. It says that it is a thing that one should not do. А husband should са 
adopt that kind of course. That is how the reading of some of the books, not only on Islam, but even the 
Quran, gives me an idea that so far as divorce is concerned, it is a last resort to be adopted by the husband, 
as provision is also made for two kinds of divorce, which gives ample opportunity to the husband to think 
not only once, but twice and several times before he exercises the right that is given to him under the law D 
divorcing his wife. But in India another kind of divorce has come into existence and is very commonly re- 
d of divorce, the husband can pronounce talaq 
or divorce, and it becomes irrevocable. Jurists have come to the conclusion and Вахе Get Se wa 
that this kind of talag is a later innovation, an innovation which militates against E SE Оз E 
then they say, See the way in which the talag works out as an injustice. First, the hus Si ES Be à SC 
of reconsidering his decision. Where he has given talag, pronounced three times—t E cid ue 
talaq. Then the other injustice that is done to the wife is that sh 
ў 02: 


с is deprived of maintenance; when once 
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the talag is pronounced, the relationship of husband and wife comes toan ахь рас ане = will be entitled 
only for a restricted period of ‘idda, and not thereafter. Even if there are proce: ings vee ing in a court of 
law asking for maintenance under the Gode of Criminal Procedure, even Ge: E mm cone с an end, 
because the relationship of husband and wife has come to an end. Then there is a sehool which thinks that 

r compulsion or influence of drink. That is the next, and then, 


ivor uld be pronounced even unde: ; 
n m eor the wate are not taken into consideration at all. What, then, is the remedy ? One remedy 
But perhaps approaching the court of law to give divorce will, to a certain 
the family secrets and all the unpleasant things will get exposed to the public. 
as one of our learned friends just now 


lastly, 
is to approach the court of law. 


extent, lead to this position that all 
Another remedy is, that the talag given once should not be irrevocable, 
placed before you. That is one of the suggestions that I would like to place before you for consideration. 
that I would like to place before you is to have arbitrators, one on behalf of the husband 


Then, another thing 4 to | [c 
and a on behalf of the wife, with an umpire. "Their decision should be final. Their decision should not 


only be confined to divorce but also to giving maintenance thercafter to the wife. 
One more thing I would like to mention is with regard to the question of polygamy. I would straight- 


way admit that, no doubt, the Quran says, a person can take more than one wife. But there is a restriction 
and a very important restriction on that power of his. I had an occasion of hearing a talk of Sir Abdul Qadir, 
an eminent jurist, in England. After the talk, a young lady got up and said, it is all very good, but what 
about this principle that a person can marry more than one wife? Pat came the reply from the learned jurist 
—That is so, but remember that Islam also enjoins, the Quran also enjoins, that the husband should give 
equal justice. Who is there, he asks, who is the courageous man, who can say, “Well, І can do that”? This 
is impossible and therefore, the majority of Muslims, you will find, are monogamous. There are certain 
persons who are rash, who are unacquainted with principles and where angels would fear to tread, they rush 
in. So far as we are concerned, I would again say that we might adopt the same remedy that I have suggested, 
namely, that if the husband wants to take another wife, he can de so only when permitted by two arbitrators, 
one on behalf of the husband and one on behalf of the wife, with an umpire, and their decision should be final. 


Professor Seyyed Hossein Nasr.—When the invitation was extended to me by the Executive 
Committee to speak at this Symposium, I immediately offered the objection that I am not a jurist or a lawyer. 
І feel myself very much out of place this evening amongst so many eminent jurists, judges and statesmen, because 
I consider myself no more than a humble student of the metaphysical or philosophical aspects of Islam. So 
I shall speak to you this evening and try to be short, because you have heard with patience difficult arguments, 
which will take some time to absorb, about the essential principles and the meaning of the shariah and the possi- 
ble changes. And if I speak as a Muslim and an Iranian, I shall mention at the end very briefly some of the 
changes in the position of the personal Jaw in Iran today, leaving it to Professor Anderson to finish with the 
position of the shariah in the other Muslim countries in addition to those which have been discussed in detail 
already. 

You should always remember that when we speak about Law in Islam, we do not speak about law at all. 
We are speaking about religion. It is often forgotten, and it is very unfortunate that the word ‘law’ is used 
in English and ‘droit’ in French to mean the shariah. The shariah, as you all know, for a Muslim, means the 
concrete embodiment of the Divine Will—the manner in which, the way by which, God wants us to live in 
the world, There is a prejudice in our minds today, a very deep prejudice, very difficult to overcome, and 
it is really one of the very unfortunate influences upon us of the 19th century European philosophy, that we 
think we are disembodied souls. We always speak about the spirit of things, the spirit of religion, the spirit 
of philosophy, the spirit of this and that, forgetting that we are not just souls flying in space; our souls have a 
body. And our life in this world has a meaning through the image, and through the effects received imme- 
diately from impulses from afar. It is for this reason that the first thing a religion does is to create a sacred 
art for itself. ; because it is only through concrete forms that the spirit reaches us. And if we have to break 
the forms in order to reach the spirit, we would no longer be ourselves—souls with bodies, but souls simple 
and pure. And so, often when we speak about transcending forms without possessing them one can only 
in a sense transcend the spirit of something, by first possessing its form and then transcending the form from 
above. Therefore, the shariah essentially is not a spirit but is very much a form, a concrete image, sacred to 
a Muslim in principle. And in principle, it is contained in the Quran itself. Now, the shariah as contained 
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in, S GE T is essentially a blueprint upon which the universe is made, upon which huma: 
society should be made. And when we hear the phrase used so often, of “having to b E n 
to march with the times," we wonder really how very far away we dis from x x eire istic" or having 
Because, first of all, reality to a Muslim is not exhausted by the physical exterior e ЖО, SE cept of things. 
of the many levels ofexistence. "This is stated in the Quran, and also stated in o e only oe level 

SCH х . f ith, both Shia and Sunni 
and it is a part and parcel of thé very world view of the Muslim. The Muslim is very deep] 1 A 
invisible world, and it is really very meaningless for a Muslim to think that reality is Е dm T RM erae S 
to the senses from outside. "Therefore, the saying that the shariah or any part of the Islam ч й SE ae 
itself to be questioned very deeply and very profoundly. Because from the point of view of ue 1 SCH 
the shariah is the Divine Law according to which things are made and should be made. It is a e 
profoundly Semitic, which Islam has kept and which you will also find among Mesopotamian and all the later 
Semitic religions, and which finds its most complete and thorough expression in Islam—that, as I said, the 
shariah is the blueprint of the world, and if the world does not conform to the shariah, it is too bad forthe world 
and not at all bad for the shariah. It is a very essential point that we forget. It is as if an engineer was cons- 
tructing a building in conformity with a plan. If he makes a small mistake the building will wobble; if he 
makes a bigger mistake, the first floor will give way, and if he makes a real mistake, the building will crash on 
his head. ‘This is really the Islamic conception, really the Muslim conception, of what law is. 

It is not law as understood in the European sense. It is even, one may say,—as Muslims make use of 
certain Greek terms,—it is a Pythagorean canon. It is that element really which governs things. It is the 
principle of things. Therefore, if one were to make a comparison with the West, when we discuss Islam 
and shariah, we should think as if we were discussing Christian theology, and not as if we were discussing law 
| as in Europe, France and England. And, therefore, this problem does concern every Muslim much more 
| deeply than a juridical problem would concern a Christian. Now, I may ask, why have we come up with 
such a view? Why is it that we think abopt the march of time, as the gentleman before me, who knows 
much more about Isamic law than I do, said, that law has to march with the times. Of course, it is not 
| exactly clear. The question which a Muslim would pose would be this. If the law, the Divine Law, has 
| to march with the times, what do the times have to march with? That is, what is it that is the principle of 
| change? If what is sacred for us and immutable has to change with the times, the contingencies of the time, 
then, what do the contingencies of the time change with? Here we are impressed with one or two answers— 
that it is the material processes, whether dialectical or otherwise, which govern the world,—but this leads 
us away from the Muslim point of view. Or we say, it is man's will which governs the world. This also 
leads us away from the Muslim point of view. "Therefore, glossing over this business of keeping up with the 
times is rather glossing over one of the most fundamental points in Islam, which is not at all a little juridical 
point, having to do with law in the modern sense, but one which has to do with the essence of Islam itself. 
That is, what is it that governs the world? It is, therefore, something to be considered much more pro- 
foundly. And this brings me to the second question. And that is, why is it that we are posing this question; 
why is it that in the middle of the 20th century, in an International Congress of Orientalists, a number of 
Muslims and an eminent representative of the non-Muslim world, a great expert on Islamic law, has to discuss 
‘Changes in Muslim Personal Law’. Let us consider this for a moment. First of all, all of us know that in 
the traditional Muslim texts there is no term which can be translated as Personal Law. What we call ahkam-t- 
shakhsiyah or ahkam-i-shakhsi or fardi in Persian, is really a term that has come into being in the past 100 years. 


Therefore, the conception itself, in a sense, is not completely rooted in Islam, because there is no, essential 


differentiation in Islam between man as an individual and human society. Because, as I said, the concrete 


SOLS: ~~ 


3 embodiment of the Divine Will is in the shariah, and it concerns man, not only as an individual but ш all the : 
2 € > Я . 
relationships which place him within human society. Now, why the word change'? T word SC 
i i Fi istori i 9 thing is perhaps an 
is really brought about because of а very impor tant historical accident Of course, no 
У 8 X sons. First of all, because of the fact 


. accident, but at least it appears so to us, and that, I think, is for two rea 


that modernism comes from the West. And secondly, because the West is Christian. ibe 

Let us consider this in a bit more detail. Christianity is essentially a religion without а shariah. E 
the great Sufis and masters of Islamic philosophy have said, Christianity isa Tariqat, that is, a way towards 
God. As Christ said: ‘My way is not of this world’. Therefore, Christianity, when it was called upon to 
save a whole civilisation, a whole continent, had to create for itself a law, and it had to adopt for itself Roman 
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Law, which became even canonic, the structure of the Catholic church being based on the structure of Roman 
Law. However, this dichotomy always existed within it, that is, Revelation and a law, which is not an essentia] 
element of the Revelation; and it is in this perspective, really, that modern civilisation grew in Europe. Had 
Europe been Judiac rather than Christian, we would not be posing many of these questions which we posc 
today. But we would have said, for example, had the word “modern” come out of Nepal, you would have 
found arguments to say polyandry is a wonderful practice. We forget that many of these elements which we 
try to defend today have really come down to us through historical accidents. That is because the modern 
attitude, which is prevailing everywhere and which we do not think of examining critically, but before which 
we always retreat in an apologetic manner, is derived from Christianity, either directly or as a reaction against 
it, It contains really certain elements which are particularly characteristic of this religion; and what is most 
essential for us is the fact that Christianity is a spiritual way and does not have a shariah. So, it does not have 
the problem, and when a European who, whether he is conscious of it or not, contains 2,000 years of Chris- 
tianity within himself, tells us that the Law is changing with the times, he is proposing something for us to 
change, something which to us is quite essential, and for him, something which may be rather accidental. 

Now, with this in mind, I pose the problem in a much more essential manner, because if you change 
the law in 1964, in 1974 you will have exactly the same problem. The problem is much more profound, 
much more difficult, and it is this: how can the Muslim world, while keeping and preserving the concept of 
the shariah which is essential for it, live also in the modern world? This is a problem which is always worrying, 
which is more difficult, as one of the outstanding students of Islam, Professor Gibbs said, at the end of his book 
Modern Trends in Islam, “Until the western world puts its own house in order, it is no use asking the Islamic 
world to do the same." Thus we are faced with a situation in which we are continuously in a revolution. 
That is, the world is in a flux and changing, and you consider this to be not an anomaly but a normal state of 
things, and, therefore, the only thing which makes a distinction for us between truth and falsehood, that is, 
which is really the criterion of what is good and what is bad, itself is sacrificed. If the State has the right to 
decide what is good for its citizens, that means it has something in its power which can decide between good 
and evil. Which means, therefore, that it has certainly abrogated the validity of the Revelation itself. There- 
fore, the problem, as I said, is more serious for a Muslim than the question of keeping up with fashions. 

As to what the solution of this problem is, I should like only to say that the best thing one can do is at 
least to have good intentions, good niyyah. All acts are judged by their niyyah, according to the Prophet. 
How is it that we can have good intentions? There are a large number of things which Muslim States insist 
upon doing to the shariah which it is not at all necessary to do. Many of them are no more than the normal 
result of a kind of inferiority complex which the Muslims have got from the Western world; that is, whatever 
is in vogue in the Western world, they think to be the cause of, let us say, the military or the economic prowess 
or supremacy of the West. And we do not consider the fact that these things are not really necessary even 
ra economic well-being. Many things are really not more than styles and fashions. It is the Al mubah 
( e permitted) which has taken the place of Al sunnah for many many people. Therefore, they rationalise, 
= OE SE to change the Islamic Law only because it is fashionable in the world to do so. 

rybody about polygamy. Why is polygamy bad? Because Christianity has tried to make mono- 
Soe m And, therefore, the first criticism that a Christian makes of a Muslim is: your religion is wonder- 

à ut it is very immoral because you can have two wives—as if morality has anything whatsoever to do with 
a G e Iam not using ше word polygamy in a general sense; Iam only giving an example. What 
] o happen is that Muslims, first of all, have to give up this idea of a passive and al inferior state, in 
which all that they try to do is to make thcir religion fashionable by h 5 ? A E : 
so that people may not criticise them. We h б ER x s EE 
) 2 € have first of all to give up this attitude. As to what concerns 
elements which we cannot help having—we cannot help having trains, we cannot help havi 1 ; d 
questions which arise out of them, for instance, how do we s PASA ү TAR Е SE EE 
cannot make our ablutions, and e forth? R irdi gie D wan v Гы шинеле andin 
which we cannot evade, the dicil bo c S ace ce ai oprsituations which ме солае саа 
and ір Sunni Islam it contains the possiblit V nu EE specially the gate of ijtihad is always open, 
His Excellency the Ambassador of U А.К t tie a E E EE Ga 
within the bosom of the shariah. The ioco RS jid uc E A: prd 
seems to be a deficiency in personal law. Ger eie 
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To conclude, І should like to mention that in Iran, where t Beater $ 
Ja' fari School, with complete rights given both to Hanafis and к се: ТАР ыш 
‘other religions such as Christianity, Zoroastrianism and Judaism, we have had about fi fi т к = uo Ga 
actually of the Persian Constitution, in which what is called Qanun-i-madani was written 2d Ga EH sn 
of the leading Jafari, i.e., the Iranian jurists, written by two of the leading ulama ү e E. 
Saiyyid Muhammad Kazim ‘Assar, who is still alive. And according to these йз the od F SEH 2 
which governs all our personal laws, our duties, and the rest of the laws promulgated en court Er. v 
and so forth, were mostly taken from the Napoleonic Code, and in most cases there was m el pur RE 
it and the shariah, such as, for example, the question of killing a man who has committed murder a 
forth. And in this situation, and the conditions that prevail today, most of the deficiencies which esc oe 
found have in a sense been due to the government making things more difficult rather than abrogate an element 
which exists in the shariah. To conclude, perhaps, the best solution for Muslims is, therefore inten of com- 
plaining all the time of the ulama, to stop taglid or blind copying ourselves. I am reminded onthe most famous 


Persian verse: 


| Khalg ra taqlid-i-shan barbad dad, 
| Ay du sad la'nat baran taqlid bad. 
| ; 
| 


Itis this blind copying which really has destroyed us and it is by opening our eyes and having purc intentions 
| and clear niyyah, that many problems of the shariah which we see, or which we pose before us, will be solved. 
| 
| 
| 


Shri Fazlur Rahman.—The last quarter of the 19th century is important, inasmuch as Islamic or the 
traditional doctrine of figh was driven out of operation in Muslim countries as public law. It was restricted 
to civil matters only and came to be know» as Muslim Personal Law. 

In India, the remaining portion of Hanafi doctrine was later modified and regulated through legislature 
and judiciary. Concepts of Common Law, such as precedent, equity and natural justice infiltrated into the 
traditional doctrine. English judges and the Privy Council influenced and interpreted it. The result has 
been a symbiosis of traditional Islamic Law and English legal concepts and practices and has rightly been 

| termed as Anglo-Muhammadan Law. 
| It is even today being regulated and modified in the same way as in the British days. In contrast with 
| the Indian phenomena, where the Western influence on Islamic law has been technically legal, the countries 
| of the Middle East received it through the general cultural medium of modernistic tendencies. The 
development of legal institutions in these countries has, therefore, been on quite a different pattern. The 
ruling classes and western educated elite in these countries were not content with the abolition of the Islamic 
Public Law; they even tampered with the central core of Islamic personal law. 'The beginning of interference 
in the important institutions of personal law dates back to the Ottoman Family Law of 1917 which, setting 
aside the Hanafi doctrine, provided according to Hanbali doctrine that the wife will have a right to get the 
marriage dissolved if the husband contravenes the stipulation of not marrying twice, previously included in 
the marriage contract. According to Hanafi law such stipulation is void. ? Ac 
Later Turkey, through the abolition of the Caliphate, and with it Islamic law, adopted quite a different 
course, which does not at present concern us. From 1920 onwards, the leadership in this field remained with 
Egypt. Several acts were passed in various Muslim countries which brought drastic changes 1n the basic 
texture of Islamic law. "The details may be found in Professor J.N.D. Anderson’s book, Islamic Law in the 


Modern World. dernistic tendencies 
These changes in the very basic notions of Muslim Personal Law are the result of mo D S SE 
| operating in the Muslim lands. The aim of these tendencies is to adapt Islam and make it E orm S E 
- mainly imported from the West. It has been thought imperative for eT ЕЕ ie =“ e tern 
discard and abolish the traditional law of Islam. These tendencies owe thei Sg Y MEL А 
social ideas and cultural values, and the reception of the concept of the nationalist secular ae GC pn dm 
idea ofsovereignty. It has also been spurred on by writings of Western scholars who have trie He Е E SS 
into Muslim minds the idea that Islamic law is unable to satisfy their needs, is outdated and inhuman ¢ 


Bn, 0,6 è SE hod of the changes 
d that it is in their own interests to abolish it once and for all. 2 


| 
| 
; 
| 
| 
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As regards the nature and met 
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it could safely be asserted that they are not the product of social evolution, nor are they de results of genuine 
public opinion. They have, generally, if not always, stemmed from jurists who os not РК to give 
expert opinion on Islamiclaw. They have in some countries, at least in Pakistan, cen impose l on the public 
from above and at the point of the sword. Arbitrary and forced interpretation of the traditional sources 
of law, at times bereft even of logical coherence, and unrestrained eclecticism are the main 
methods of this modernist legislation. It is at times self-contradictory, haphazard and arbitrary. These 
modernists, on the one hand, adopt the secular concept of law and reject the religious character of Islamic 
law, but, on the other hand, have not the courage to declare outright that their aim is really the abolition of 
Islamic law as such. Their ideas and arguments have been borrowed from the West. They have no solid 
and consistent theoretical basis as yet, and desirability rather than necessity or urgency is their main criterion. 
“They do not even seem to realise the importance of social behaviour in comparison with law and are unable to 
discern the contradiction apparent in the social life of individuals. There has been a cleavage of opinion, a 
widening gulf and a growing struggle between modernists and the upholders of traditional law in all those 
countries where legislation of a modernist type has been enacted. One of the healthy results of this situation 
has been that parallel with the tendency to interfere with the traditional Islamic law, an opposite trend is 
becoming manifest: a desire and an effort to create and produce civil and criminal laws on the foundations of 
the basic principles of Islamic law, using both the institutions of Islamic law and its general formal principles 
as contained in the books of fig. The heralders of this trend, for which the Ikhwanal-Muslimin is no less 
responsible, are and have been: ‘Abid al-Qadr *Audah, Mustafa al-Zarqa, Mustafa al-Sibai, Abu Zubra, ‘Abid 
al-Razziq al-Sinhousi, Yusuf Musa, ‘Abdul Aziz Amir, etc., in the Arab world. The effects of this parallel 
trend are manifest in the Egyptian Civil Code of 1949, and the Iraqi Code of 1953. The Syrian Constitution 
of 1950 and 53 even declared that the real source of legislation is Islamic law. 

With this background of changes in Muslim Personal Law in Muslim countries in mind, we embark upon 
the discussions of the problems of Muslim Personal Law in India, * Voices, on different levels and from various 
quarters have, recently, been raised in India to institute changes in the personal law of Muslims. The Muslims 
reacted bitterly and strongly to such proposals and their protests could be plainly understood. The British 
rulers inherited from the Mughals the practice of non-interference in religious matters, applied Muslim and 
Hindu Civil Law to their subjects severally and guaranteed the same. This guarantee is still intact under 
independent national rule. It was thought that the Government was interfering with their religious matters 
and violating that guarantee. The Government, in response to the protests of the Muslims, has very wisely 
shelved the issue. But the situation is still pregnant and minds still inquisitive. In order to save Muslim 
Personal Law from the same fate as in Arab or other countries, it is imperative to view the problem in some 
detail. 

The first and the foremost question is, whether Islamic law is susceptible of change or not. To be more 
precise, in the context of our discussion we have to find out whether the Hanafi doctrine as it exists today in 
India can be further developed and changed or modified in any way so as to meet the needs of the Muslim 
society of India. Muslim Personal Law, as a matter of fact, is still being continuously modified in the same 
fashion as in British days—through legislation and judicial decisions. But these modifications have been 
imposed from outside the system itself. What we want to know is whether it can adopt a course of develop- 
ment which may be the result of its own inner and inherent qualities. We are not going to enter into the 
unfruitful and labyrinthine discussion of ytihad and taqlid. The fact which I will try to bring out here is that 
the acceptance of these two notions does not mean that further development of Islamic law has become impossi- 
ble and its fate has been sealed in India. It has never been so in the past. To take only one illustration. 
Up to the end of the third century A. н., there was a unanimity of opinion among the Hanafi jurists that it 
was prohibited (haram) to accept wages for acts of worship and obedience Leet), But accepting wages for 
teaching the Quran, which is an act of worship, is lawful according to Maliki and’Shafi‘i law. Hanafi jurists 
from the fourth century onward adopted the view of Malik and Shafi and legalized not only the payment 
received in return for teaching the Quran but also for teaching figh, and for adhan and imamat also. 

The jurists of the 4th century A. H., among whom Faqih Abul-Laith Samarqandi (d. 373) and Imam 
Fadli (d. 301) rank the highest, excluded the teaching of the Quran from this prohibition. The exception 
applied only to the teaching ofthe Quran, so much so that Sarakhsi (d. 500) expressly laid down that to 
accept wages for teaching figh is void according to the consensus of opinion. 
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After the fifth century, this exception was exte о 
teaching of. ‘figh, adhan and imamat. In the 6th aa ee e E раушан received for the 
the inclusion of imamat and teaching of fiqh under the ал) M b |: GA Pd al-Bahrain, advocated 

Though some of the greatest jurists, like the author of Hidayah (d. 593) and © RR of the Quran. 
the author of Kanz (d. 710) even after 7th century held the view that the ыс Я io Ge 202) ang Nasafi, 
Quran only, yet all the later authors of commentaries and fatawa, like the BEE ro fea miae Che 
747) ог of Multa al Abhur (d. 956) or Durr al-Mukhtar (d. 788), or of Al-Istat and n» ER E 
al-Absar (d. р: E Ee teaching of fiqh, of Imam-i-Azam iw SE 
imamai and wa z. 

The illustration shows that in cases of undue hardship, genuine necessity and pressing needs fatwas can be 
issued according to pr ovisions of other schools of law. In fact, it is a decided principle of Hanafi doctrine that 
issuing fatwa or giving doce according to the provisions of other schools in cases of hardship is permissible 
and is termed as /alfig. The jurists have, however, laid down that the doctrine of talfiq should be resorted to 
only after careful investigation of actual conditions and after establishing the presence of genuine necessity 
or the people will be apt to indulge in unrestrained licentiousness. Shah Waliullah of Delhi, however “te 
commends that the activity of talfig should be carried on within the boundaries of the four ened SE 
There are other principles also, such as giving legal opinion or decision according to weaker provisions (aqwal- 
i-da‘if) etc. which may be resorted to in cases of extreme hardship. All of this goes to show that the Hanafi 
doctrine, which is applied by the courts of India even today, can be developed and modified so as to meet the 
genuine needs of the Muslim community. 

The method of /alfig, which is a method of developing Islamic law from within, has already entered into 
the body of Muslim Personal Law in the shape of the Dissolution of Muslim Marriage Act of 1939. This Act 
is an eloquent witness to the fact that the ulama of India are alive to the problems of Muslims and appreciate 
the pressure of circumstances and needs of the time. A short explanation will not be out of place. The classi- 
cal jurists differed widely in their interpretation of the basic texts regarding dissolution of marriage. They 
did not agree as to the grounds of dissolution even. Maliki lawin this respect is more favourable to women, 
Shafii and Hanbali come next. There is no provision in the Hanafi doctrine enabling a married Muslim 
woman to obtain a decree from the courts, which were bound to apply the dominant Hanafi view, dissolving 
her marriage, in case the husband neglects to maintain her, deserts or maltreats her or under certain other 
circumstances. This was causing unspeakable misery to Muslim women. The Hanafi law, however, accord- 
ing to the Zahir-al-Riwayat, provides that the renunciation of Islam by a married woman by itself operates to 
dissolve her marriage. The result was that several Muslim wives, in order to rescue themselves from their 


cruel husbands, took refuge in the renunciation of Islam. Maulana Ashraf Ali Thanvi, feeling the urgency of 


the situation, made, in collaboration and consultation with eleven ulama from Deoband and four from Saharan- 
pur, an exhaustive study of Maliki law, which under the circumstances prevailing in India, may be applied to 


"such cases. The result was a departure from Hanafi law, according to Zahir-al-Riwayat, in nearly ten places 


The material was published in the book Al Neelah al-Najizah and was 
certified as authentic by the ulama of Delhi, Meerut, Moradabad, Jullundur, Amritsar, Bahawalpur, Karachi, 
Gujranwala, Kashmir, Dacca and Bihar. Т he recommendations were introduced in the form of. а bill by M.A. 
Kazimi in the central legislature and became law on 17-3-1939. It was known as the Dissolution of Muslim 
Marriage Act and came as a relief to Muslim wives, ‘The Act has not only paved the way for future develop- 
ment in Muslim Personal Law in India but has also established the method and pattern of those changes. 
One of the greatest hurdles in the development of Islamic law has been the fact that the courts as ышы z 
apply only the dominant view in the Hanafi law. The sanction and method of removing the hurdle should 
be determined once for all. Е ч i 

From the foregoing discussion it becomes evident that, contrary to popu d 2 
is not by its E It can be developed, through certain ways and means. The e No поа 
tion is, through which agency should it come ? The Muslim community of indies EE ds SE SC SS 
the proposal of change in its personal law, has made it crystal clear thatit son dida) SE KE 
grave suspicion and apprehension any such move, whether originating oS = EE GE ue SC 
Source. The only competent agency for bringing changes ш Muslim personas e an М ome c cd E 
in the past have been the ulama, provided they are completely free from the influence 


and adoption of Maliki views instead. 


ar belief, Muslim Personal Law 
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enjoy the full confidence of the Muslim community. Under the circumstances existing at 
events are taking, it seems almost imperative that a convention or conference of 
nion and school be called by some of them. This conference should make an ex- 
haustive study of Muslim Personal Law, take full cognition of the new trends of ‘thought and practices followed 
by the people because of the social and political forces at work and then decide in unambiguous words whether 
nge is desirable or imperative in the existing Muslim Personal Law anywhere and in any shape 
tent and in which direction. It should make full use of the doctrine of talfiq, but need 
not confine itself to it. It should decide on its own, in the light of the Quran and the sunnah where the method 
of talfig does not seem to work satisfactorily. Afterwards, if it is thought suitable, proposals may be submitted 
to the legislature as bills in order to get them enforced as law. It is the only way to adopt, if Muslim Personal 
Law is to be saved from the encroachment of the Government or the Indian modernists, who are more in- 
ested in changes in or abolition of the personal law than in the personal law itself. 
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J. N. D. Anderson—As the only non-Muslim who has been asked to take part in this 
Symposium Í shall endeavour to be completely objective in my treatment of the subject, and to confine myself 
to a consideration of the changes in Muslim personal law which have in fact been introduced in a number of 
independent Muslim countries, why this was considered necessary and how, in the event, it has been done, 
As a consequence, my own opinion will seldom, if ever, obtrude itself. 

We have already heard a wide variety of points of view. You yourself, Mr. Chagla, as one who was 
formerly an eminent Chief Justice and is now a Cabinet Minister, voiced the paramount authority of Parlia- 
mentand the Courts. No question of marriage, divorce or inheritance could, you felt, be regarded as sacrosanct 
in a secular Republic, but all must be subject to the ordinary processes of making and enforcing the law. It 
was only matters of personal faith and religious observance which should be regarded as immune from legisla- 


^ 


Professor 


tive or judicial control. = 
Professor Saeed Ahmad, on the other hand, spoke as a Muslim philosopher and one of ће ‘ulama’; and he 


expressed the views of some, at least, of that august fraternity. There could, he said, be changes, but they must 
be adequately based. Next, His Excellency the Turkish Ambassador spoke as a Turkish layman about the 
position in his own country as he conceived it; while His Excellency the Ambassador of the United Arab Re- 
public gave us a very detailed description of a series of laws on this subject—some of them of outstanding 
importance—which have been introduced in Egypt. Finally, Mr. Mir Iqbal Hussain spoke from his heart 
on the need for reform, with particular reference to two or three of the most pressing points; while Professor 
Seyyed Hossein Nasr discoursed as a Muslim philosopher about the transcendental law—which was, to him, 
so transcendental that he did not want to call it “law” at all (although it seemed to me that here he wholly 
parted company with the concept of that law when it is, in fact, applied by human courts or when it forms the 
substance of legislative enactments). 

To get a clear view of this subject it is, I think, essential to see it against its historical background. Why, 
for instance, are we concerned, this evening, only with Muslim personal law? The answer is that it is only 
the personal law which is still distinctively Islamic in the vast majority of Muslim countries—partly because 
it is the personal law, rather than such matters as commercial law and criminal law, in which the Shari‘a has 
always been most meticulously and exclusively applied, and partly because, well before the end of the last 
century, almost all Muslim countries had accepted Commercial Codes and Penal Codes which were of largely 
secular origin. About this I will content myself with observing that for many years it seemed to the reformers 
preferable to leave the sacred law intact and inviolable, even if this meant virtually putting it on one side in 
matters of commerce, crime and much else, rather than permit any profane meddling with its immutable 
provisions. 

What does concern us is that all these countries, with the solitary exception of Turkey under Ataturk, 
felt that this procedure must not be extended to the personal law, but that this must remain distinctively Islamic. 
So the personal law was kept rigidly outside the scope of any changes, except in matters of organisation and 
procedure, right up till the year 1915, and was still administered in the old way, in the old courts, and by 

personnel trained in the traditional manner. 

In the year 1915, however, the Ottoman Sultan felt compelled to introduce reforms, for the first time, 
even within the sphere of family law. This compulsion arose from the intolerable position of Muslim wives 
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under the dominant Hanafi opinion (which was then exclusively applied in the courts); for Muslims would 
not infrequently visit the capital, marry local women, and then sail back to their homes without even troubling 
to divorce their wives, who would be tied for life to men from whom they could obtain neither support nor 
companionship. Again, Muslim women sometimes found themselves married, without their knowledge or 
consent, to a man afflicted with leprosy or insanity—and yet they could get no judicial relief. But in the 
first of these cases judicial relief was in fact available in the dominant Hanbali (and, indeed, Maliki) opinion. 
and in the second according to a variant view in the Hanafi school itself; so in 1915 the Sultan issued two de 
crecs, based on these august authorities, providing that in future Ottoman wives might demand the dissolution 
of their marriages by the courts in such circumstances. 

The dike once breached, the tide came in very fast indeed. In 1917 the Ottoman Law of Family Rights 
was promulgated as a comprehensive code of family law; and, although soon repealed in Turkey, this survived 
for much longer in Jordan and Syria and still obtains today in Lebanon and Israel. In Egypt the reformers 
had been even more active, and a series of legislative enactments followed one another in that country from 
1920 up till the present. In 1951, moreover, the Jordanian Law of Family Rights was promulgated; and 
this was followed, in 1933, by the Syrian Law of Personal Status, in 1956 by the Tunisian Code of Personal 
Status (with a supplement in 1959), in 1958 by the Moroccan Code of Personal Status, in 1959 by the Iraqi 
Law of Personal Status (with an amendment in 1963), in 1960 by the Singapore Muslims (Amendment) Law 
and in 1961 by the Pakistan Muslim Family Laws Ordinance. 

This, then, is the historical phenomenon with which we have to deal: that, in one Muslim couniry after 
another, legislative enactments have been introduced in recent years to effect changes in the personal law of 
Muslim litigants in so far as this law is administered by the courts. So the question arises as to the juristic 
basis on which these reforms were introduced, or how a law which some have alleged to be virtually immutable 
can be radically changed in practice. 

The fundamental basis for almost all these reforms has been what is termed in Arabic takhsis al-qada’, or 
the right of the Ruler both to confine and define the jurisdiction of his courts. This principle has always been 
accepted in regard to the area and the period of their jurisdiction, and even the type of cases any particular 
court might entertain. But recent reforms are sometimes based on the procedural expedient of forbidding the 
courts to exercise jurisdiction at all in certain specified circumstances—and thus, in effect, denying all judicial 
recognition or relief where public policy so requires. Much more often, as we saw in the two Imperial Decrees 
of 1915, they are based on the expedient of a legislative enactment commanding the courts to abandon, in this 
matter or that, the dominant opinion of the school they were previously bound to follow, in favour of some 
other opinion held by some reputable Muslim authority of the past. An eclectic choice of this sort had, indeed, 
always been available to the individual Muslim in the exigencies of his private life; but any such latitude had 
commonly been denied to the judge or jurisconsult in his public capacity. There was good authority, however 
(particularly in the Shafi‘i texts), for the proposition that the Ruler could so order his courts when the public 
interest made this advisable. 

In the Ottoman Law of Family Rights and the Egyptian reform of 1920 this eclectic choice was confined 
to the acceptance of a variant Hanafi view, or the dominant opinion of one of the other Sunni schools, in place 
of the most authoritative Hanafi doctrine. But soon the principle had to be extended to the opinions of cer- 
tain extinct schools such as the Zahiris, to doctrines attributed to early jurists before the schools had crystallised, 
or to the views of somewhat independent jurists such as Ibn Taymiya and Ibn al-Qayyim. Sometimes, more- 
over, the reformers took part of the doctrine of one school or jurist and combined it with part of the opinion of 
another in such a way as to make a rule which was virtually new, although the most respectable ancestry could 
be claimed for each of its component parts—and these might, on occasion, rest on diametrically contradictory 
juristic foundations. This is termed talfiq. 

Just occasionally, moreover, the reformers went further still and openly exe ` 
by many contemporary Muslims—to go back to the original sources of the law and re-interpret them in terms 
of modern life. This, of course, represents a re-opening of the “Door of ijtihad” which has commonly been 
held to have been closed for centuries. And there can be no doubt that the more extreme forms of talfiq 
might well have been justified in the same way were it not that conservative opinion preferred, wherever possible, 
to take refuge in an eclectic choice (takhayyur) rather than resort to re-interpretation. dC ME 

So much—in brief—for the juristic expedients by means of which these reforms have been introduced. 
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But what, it may be asked, has in fact been achieved, and in what do the major reforms consist? This may be 
summarised as follows:— E б e ; 

(i) А Muslim wife can now get a judicial dissolution of marriage, in most Muslim countries, for her 
husband's failure to support her, for physical desertion, for cruelty, or because he 15 afflicted with 
some dangerous disease. In Tunisia, moreover, she may always insist on a divorce, ina form 
which may be regarded as a compulsory khul‘, provided she pays the financial compensation 
decreed by the court. 1 | 

(ii) The husband's right of unilateral repudiation has been considerably restricted. In some coun- 
tries a suspended divorce is without effect, at any rate where the husband uttered it as an oath 
or threat without any real desire to end the marriage relationship. In many countries the triple 
divorce, if uttered on one and the same occasion, now counts-as only a single and therefore re- 
vocable repudiation. Insome countries, moreover, a husband who insists on divorcing his wife 
without adequate justification may be compelled to provide her with some financial compensation, 
while in Tunisia a divorce uttered outside a court of law, and in Pakistan a divorce which has not 
been properly reported and subjected to a process of conciliation, have no legal validity whatever, 

(iii) Child marriage has been prohibited, or at least drastically restricted, in most of these countries. 
(iv) Polygamy has been restricted, to varying degrecs, in Syria, Morocco, Pakistan and Iraq, and 
absolutely forbidden in Tunisia. 

(v) The maximum period of gestation recognised by the law has been limited to 365 days. 

(vi) Orphaned grandchildren have been given special consideration. Of this, more anon. 
(vii) Family awgaf have been abolished in some countries, and radically reformed in others. 

Much more could be included in (is et, and many more dethils could be given, had not space forbidden. 
But the time has come to bring this contribution to an end. Let me emphasise one all-important point. The 
question at issue is not really whether changes should be introdaited; for this seems inevitable, and Professor 
Saeed Ahmad fully accepted the need for reform. The question is rather how these changes are to be effected, 
and how far they should go. 

First, then, the method. In the present day—and especially in a secular democracy—it seems obvious 
that the final authority for changes in the law must take the form of a legislative enactment. But how is such 
an enactment to be drafted so as to commend itself to Muslim opinion? In Egypt the method adopted was to 
form a committee composed, on the one side, of judges and practising lawyers and, on the other, of learned 
Muslims. Between them they hammered out proposals which met the needs of society and commanded signifi- 
cant support from the ‘ulama’. 

How far and how fast should these changes go? Some reforms introduced elsewhere may be immediately 
acceptable, while others may not. There must, of course, be two criteria: on the one hand, sound and accept- 
able juristic principles and, on the other, the needs of society. 

Let me end with a single example—the problem of grandchildren excluded from any share in their grand- 
parent’s estate by reason that their own parent has previously died and been survived by a brother (on the 
principle that “the nearer in degree excludes the more remote”). This may have caused few problems in 
the past, when families were closely integrated, and an uncle might be expected adequately to support his 
orphaned nephews and nieces; but it often gives rise to considerable suffering and injustice in a modern, and 
largely urban, environment. So the problem had to be tackled, both in Pakistan and in four of the Arab 
countries, but it was done in radically different ways. d 

In Pakistan this problem has been solved by the drastic expedient of giving all grandchildren whose parents 
dux rr grandparents the right to inherit by representation, i.e. by stepping into the shoes of their 
enee A gle erp неу реа Pati авгай ау pete setae the Islamic 

: Suppose a man leaves as his only heirs a daughter and a 
School would allot three-quarters of 


his estate to the daughter, and r 
ghter, one quarter to the son’s daughter; but the new Pakistani law would give two- 


thirds to the son's daughter, as representing her deceased father, and only citet o uoces 
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have received had he survived, provided this does not exceed the “bequeathable third.” This, like the 
Pakistani law, makes due provision for these orphaned grandchildren, but it does so in such a way а to leave 
the basic structure of the law of intestate succession wholly unchanged. In addition, this innovation can at 
least find some traditional authority in the “Verse of Bequests” in the Qui'an, which commands a Muslim to 
make bequests in favour of “parents and relatives;” ia the views of a number of early authorities that this 
verse has never been abrogated, at least in so far as close relations who are not in fact heirs may be concerned; 
and in the view of Ibn Hazm, some dicta attributed to very early jurists, and one report in the school of Ahmad 
ibn Hanbal, that where a testator fails to make such an “obligatory” bequest it should nonetheless be executed 
out of his estate, even if this means taking it from some other, less deserving, legatee. 


Shri Ajmal Khan.—I have had the honour of being the Private Secretary of Maulana Abul Kalam 
Azad, who was a great scholar of Islam in India. While he was in Ahmadnagar Jail, he issued the following 
statement in the papers. 

“While I was in detention at Ahmadnagar Fort, Reuters flashed an important piece of news from Palestine 


“on April 23, 1944. It was stated that the ulama of Palestine have formed a Committee of Muslim jurists to 


revise the Islamic Law and Jurisprudence (fiqh) in order to bring it up to the requirements of present-day. 
Muslims. The Committee will be representative of the four orthodox schools of Muslim jurisprudence, i.e., 
Hanafi, Shafii, Hanbali and Maliki, combining the views of the schools into one, and the basis of selection 
will be the best rules of law from each school consistent with reason and best suited to present-day demands. 

"It was an important news. But what a pity that it evoked no response from other countries, and even 
the Indian Muslims attached no importance to it. No sooner had I read the news than I decided to heartily 
welcome the Committee on behalf of the Musalmans of India, immediately on my release. 

“The object of the Committee is undoubtédly the most crying religious and social need of the Muslim 
world. It would be most welcome to all those Muslims who realise the importance of reform and progress; 
it would be the realisation of the dream of renaissance which every Muslim reformer of the 19th century had 
dreamt, but could not see fulfilled during his life-time. One of the foremost reformers of the 19th century 
was Shaikh Mohammad Abduh of Egypt. He planned the reform of Muslim jurisprudence while he was 
in exile at Beirut. He requested the then Shaikhul Islam of Constantinople to carry out the scheme, as it 
was the all-embracing need of the time. The fundamentals of the scheme were the same as are now formulated 
by the Committee of Palestine. Unhappily, the regime of Sultan Abdul Hamid was dead against all reforms 
and progress, and it was considered to be a crime even to utter these words. The scheme, therefore, remained 
a dead letter. y 

“It may, however, be mentioned that the real foundation of the reform movement was laid by some of 
the leading reformers of the Muslim world, 700 years ago. We have only to raise a structure on those well- 
laid foundations, according to the changing needs and requirements of our time. Sheikh Ahmad Ibn Taimiah, 
and his disciple Ibn-i Qayyim had invited the people towards this very basic principle of reform and progress 
in the 14th century A.D., but the conservatism of the time could not respond to these ideas. Again Qadi 
Mohammad Shaukani, a savant of Yemen, adopted the very principle and wrote his famous book Vail al 
Aular. This book is extant and can guide us rightly in our work. 

“It has often happened that extraordinary matters have taken their primary shape from unexpected 
quarters, and this is one of the latest examples. Egypt is the biggest centre of Islamic learning, and we could 
reasonably expect that the flag of such an all-important reform would be unfurled by her. Moreover, Sultan 
Ibn Sa‘ud treads the same highway of Islam, which Ibn Taimiah wanted to restore; and naturally enough 
he should have been the standard-bearer of the reform movement. But neither Egypt nor Hijaz took the 
overdue step. All honour and credit goes to Palestine, from where none could expect such a unique step. 

“I congratulate the Committee of Palestine on behalf of the Muslims of India on their splendid venture; 
and I assure them that all the enlightened ulama of India will gladly offer them all possible help and cooperation. 

“I see that only men are members of the Committee. I request that women should be there on the 


Committee.” 


Khwaja Muhammad Niibi am afraid the wording of the topic for today is very repulsive and it 
has done more harm than good to the object. Besides, there are certain fears in the hearts of many of us as 
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Islamic law, whether personal or otherwise, is a progressive law and is 

It has got four stages—the Quran, sunna, fiqh and the ifta. Ifta is there 
aw is made and, unfortunately, I think that in this case this aspect of Muslim 1 
Law has been very much ignored. In cases where Muslim Law is misused, ifia has been extant and it is 
even possible today from people who are really competent to give ifta. Unfortunately, in our courts—I think | 
Mr, Chairman has also got an experience of it—in most of the cases Muslims are en trusted with Hindu Law 
and Hindus are entrusted with giving decisions on Muslim Law. Howsoever their intellectual powers may 
be effective, in most cases it is a straining job, like the job of a physician given to a surgeon and that of 
a surgeon given to a physician. Another observation that I have to make here is about the learned paper 
of His Excellency the Ambassador of U.A.R. There I think it has not been clarified as to whether a committee 
of people who were really competent to opine on Muslim law was consulted before these changes were made. 
But whatever might have been the conditions obtaining at that time it is evident from the paper that there 
was no change in Muslim law, but only the followers of one school adopted some of the cherished decisions 
of ifta of other schools. So this cannot really be called a change in Muslim law. Another submission that 
Т have to make is this, that it is indeed very necessary in view of the gross misuse of Muslim law that certain 
ho are not in touch with Muslim law itself, but those who have knowledge of 
f ifla is quite open and a meeting of the ulama is necessary: not of ulama who 


to who will effect these changes. 
always in a state of development. 
for cases where misuse of Muslim 1 


steps be taken not by people w 
it. In such cases, the course o 
are not competent to opine on this subject, but only ulama who can express an opinion. The third point, as 


one of the learned speakers has pointed out, is of changes that have taken place in other Muslim countries, 
But the conditions obtaining there are radically different from those obtaining in India, and the cases cannot 
be identical. And the same principle cannot be applied here and cannot be entrusted to legislation, unless 
there is a general opinion of the community itself, because democracy maintains the individuality of every 
individual so long as it does not interfere with the general goód of the nation. In the same way, it maintains 
the individuality of a community so long as it does not clash with the general interest of the nation. These 


good principles of democracy will be observed with due respect. 


Shri M. C. Chagla : Concluding speech.—I am sure you will join me in expressing our gratitude to 
the learned speakers who have participated in this Symposium and have thrown considerable light on a rather 
difficult, complicated and, if I might say so, controversial subject. I think there is general agreement— our 
only exception is Professor Nasr from Iran—that Muslim Personal Law is not immutable. What I feel is 
that it is not so. It has been changed. It is changing and I believe it will go on changing. I think it is 
a tribute to Muslim jurisprudence and Muslim jurists that it has been dynamic and not static. It has taken 
notice of changes in the world, of different circumstances and of the needs of society. I very much regret 
that I do not agree at all with my friend Professor Nasr when he says that if you believe in monogamy, you 
are trying to imitate or copy the West. I think it is now universally accepted in Egypt, in Turkey and in 
most Muslim countries that the women have certain rights, and not only that but the interest of society demands 
that they must have some rights. If Muslims of this country desire monogamy, I am sure it is not because 
they are trying to imitate the West or trying to follow a certain fashion, but because it is the right of women 
to have equality with men. I am very glad to have listened to the speech of my friend Maulana Sayeed 
Ahmad Akbarabadi, who has put the case extremely well and who has drawn the distinction between what 
he calls din and sharia, the religious law and the secular law. As far as the secular law is concerned, he 
has conceded that it can be adjusted to meet the needs of society. He has given a pertinent example of taking 
of interest, which is prohibited under Muslim law. He says that is for the jurists to decide or for a legislature 
to decide what transactions would come within that prohibition. What Muslim law intended was that 
there should not be usurious transactions. People must not make money out of the poor by lending money | 
to widows or minors; but in this commercial world where we are living, there are transactions on which interest | 
is charged and it might not come within the prohibition of Muslim law. He has also drawn a correct distinc- S | 
tion between what he calls a divine and a mundane offence, It may be that polygamy is'not a sin against 
God. But according to law, what is not a sin in religion may still be an offence against society. Today, 
every modern thinker draws a distinction between sin and social injustice. Something may not be a sin and 
yet it may be a social injustice. His Excellency the Turkish Ambassador has pointed out how Muslim law 
has emphasised the rights of women and children, how it has sought to do justice, and Turkish legislation, if I | 
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might say so, has carried forward that principle by putting it on the statute book. It has emphasised this basic 
principle of Islamic law that justice should be done to women and children. He has rightly stated that the 
evolution of time brings about a change of law and each age must have its own interpretation—a very wise 
saying indeed. 

My friend, His Excellency the Ambassador of U.A.R., has drawn our attention to the very radical changes 
which have been brought about in Egyptian law. They are based on social justice and liberalism. It is 
true that in enacting this law, the U.A.R. has relied on different Muslim jurists. | However, the basic princi- 
ple of the change has been the principle of justice, equity and liberalism. 
dium us decim has opened the Des if I might say so, to change when he remarked, 

at г justice", when he was giving the case of heirs to a predeceased son. If you make that remark, 
and I think that it is permitted to you to change the law because it leads to injustice in that particular case, 
I do not see any reason why the same cannot be said in many other context. Let us ask the question whether 
in modern society, polygamy leads to injustice or not; if it does, then it must be prohibited. Of course, if 
you take the extreme view of Professor Nasr, that law is religion and that you cannot make any distinction 
between the secular and the religious part, then perhaps no change is possible. 

As Professor Anderson has pointed out, in all Muslim countries in the Middle East, changes have taken 
place. Those changes have been explained and interpreted by different authorities. Professor Anderson 
rightly says that the dyke was breached in 1915 in the Ottoman Empire. That is a long time ago. Once 
the dyke was breached, the waters of reform—equality, liberty, and justice—came rushing in with the many 
changes in Muslim Personal Law in all the countries from 1915 onwards. 

Professor Fazalur Rahman has stated that there is in reality no Muslim law being administered here 
in India today. What we have is not Muslim law but Anglo-Mohammedan law. One of the speakers said 
that only Muslim judges should administer Muslim law. With great respect, I do not agree, After all, the 
Privy Council administered it for many years. They were neither Hindus, nor Muslims nor Indians. I 
think many of their judgements are still looked upon as the finest interpretations of Mohammedan law. 

So the only question is: What should be the machinery for changing Muslim Personal Law? It has been 
suggested that it must take a religious aspect and that people well versed in religion should advise the State 
or the Parliament whether such a law should be changed or not. If you accept my point of view, then a 
distinction must be drawn between the religious and secular aspect. The religious aspect cannot be touched. 
It is something personal to every Muslim in this country. But the secular aspect is entirely different from 
the religious aspect. If the secular aspect of the law can be changed, then the only authority to change it 
is public opinion—in this country, Parliament, which represents public opinion, and in the election of which 
50 million Muslims have as much a share as other fellow-citizens. Therefore, it is all a question of what your 
approach to the question is. If you accept the proposition that personal law has this secular aspect, secular 
content, then that can be altered by the secular authority, specially in a country which is not theocratic but 
secular. Ina country where Islam is the official religion, the position may be different. But in our country, 
which is a secular state and where there is no official religion, our approach must be different. I would 
appeal to my Muslim friends to adapt themselves to the conditions prevailing in this country, to the secular 
society in which we are living and where we enjoy the same rights as our Hindu fellow-citizens. 
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